
1 
 

2014 UPCOMING SPRING ACTIVITIES 
 

Beckwourth Field Mapping…….April 15-16, May 6-7, 
June 10-11. 

2015 Convention Planning……………..…….April 24 
Board Meeting & Chapter Symposium…..April 25-27 
Mapping Workshop, Carson City…………..May24-25 
Carson Trail Field Mapping.May 26-27 & June 18-19 
Johnson’s Cutoff Mapping…..…April 2-3, May 13-14, 

June 3-4. 
Grizzly Flat Mapping………………..……..June 16-17 
 BLM Survey……………………....….…….June 26-29 

 
Number 96_____________________________________________________________Spring 2014  
 

Beckwourth Trail Group on February 4, 2014 
By Dick Waugh 

 
Last fall, Plumas National Forest District 

Archaeologist Dan Elliott and Mt. Hough Ranger District 
Archaeologist Christina Weinberg had requested that the 
Beckwourth Trail Mapping Group (BTG) work a section of 
the Beckwourth Trail from Whitehorse Campground to 
Bucks Summit. A logging sale had been approved in the 
area, and some logging had already occurred at the 
Whitehorse Campground.  

Dan had some concerns as to where the 
Beckwourth Trail ran in and around the project area. This 
section of the Beckwourth Trail runs from Bucks Lake 
(Buck’s Ranch) through the Bucks Creek drainage, over 
Bucks Summit. This area was used by Native Americans 
and early travelers before the gold rush period. It has 
been a trail for traders, miners, emigrants, and was the 
main road between Quincy and Oroville until State 
Highway 70 was built in late 1930’s. The stretch showed 
heavy historical use by local citizens and hunters. The 
upper portion is covered with trees and brush. The lower 
portion is a bit more open.  
 Dan was hoping our group could help confirm  

 
and mark any areas that were sensitive to the  
Beckwourth Trail. Both archaeologists hoped we could do 
the work before the logging operation started back up in 
late spring. This portion of the trail is a MET Class 3. 

As we all are aware, this “winter” has been 
nonexistent for the most part. A check of the weather up 
around Plumas County indicated that the snowpack was 
low or nonexistent. The temperatures had been warm by 
historical measurements. The Beckwourth Trail Group 
coordinator decided to try and get in some winter work 
days. The call was put out to the group to be on Bucks 
Summit at 830 AM on February 4 and 5th. Six members 
responded. Dee and Glen Owens, Dan Murray, David 
Lorea, Chris Harvey and Dick Waugh made the drive up 
to the summit from Quincy. It seemed like a good idea at 
the time. 

 
                               Metal Stakes Unearthed 

The 4th of February was sunny but it should be 
noted the temperature was a “tropical” 18° above zero 
on the summit (that should have been a clue). After a 
short safety briefing, the work mission was outlined.  
Doug Baughman, Asst. District Archaeologist,    
                     (Continued Page 9)  

 



2 
 

 
 

CA-NV Board of Directors 
and Officers: 

 
John Winner, President 
swinner@dataentree.com 
 

 Mark Wilson, Vice President 
wwht@sbcglobal.net 
 

Carol March, Treasurer 
chmarch@aol.com 
 

Kathy Koester, Secretary 
kkoester@fastkat.com 
 

Leslie Fryman, Chapter Preservation Officer 
Catrail44@gmail.com 
 
Additional Directors:       

 

Dick Young 
jdyoung7557@att.net 

Dick Waugh 
camalobo@comcast.net 
 

Larry Schmidt 
lpschmidt@gmail.com 
 

Ken Johnston 
 kljstn@msn.com 
 

Bob Evanhoe, Past President 
yreka98bob@yahoo.com 
 

Publications: 

Trail Talk Editorial Board: 
Dave Hollecker, Editor: mtgrizz@aol.com 
Bob Evanhoe, proofing 
Phyllis Smith, Assistant Editor 
 

Email: canvocta@gmail.com 
Website: www.canvocta.org 
Dee Owens, Editor 
Adam Welch, Webmaster 
 

E-News: the CA-NV Chapter offers rapid 
communication of announcements and chapter 
news via private email, through Google groups.  
If you would like to be included in this group, 
email Dee Owens at: dgowens@comcast.net 

 
 

FROM THE DESK OF JOHN WINNER 
     Greetings to all!  I want to once again begin my 

remarks with an update to the planning for the 2015 

OCTA National Convention, hosted by the CA-NV 

Chapter.  Progress continues as was reported at the 

last meeting held in Auburn, CA.  The next meeting 

will be on April 24
th

, in conjunction with the annual 

Chapter Symposium at the Carson Valley Inn in 

Minden-Gardnerville, Nevada.  Most of the 

convention committees have been established, and a 

request for member participation will be 

forthcoming.  Give some thought as to where you 

would like to help.  A list of the committees is 

available on the Chapter web site in the "members 

only" section. 

     Speaking of the 2014 Symposium, scheduled for 

April 26 and 27, 2014, Chair Larry Schmidt and his 

symposium committee have put together an eclectic 

program that all should enjoy.  Mark your calendar, 

here's the schedule:  

 Thursday, April 24, 2014 – 2015 

Convention  Planning Meeting 

 Friday, April 25, 2014 – Board of Directors 

Meeting, followed by a reception. 

 Saturday/Sunday, April 26 & 27, 2014  

Chapter Symposium and     

            General Membership Meeting. 

     Plans are underway in 2014 for Chapter 

representation and presentations  at several 

conferences and conventions including, Conference 

of California Historical Societies, California 

Council for the Social Studies, California Trails and 

Greenways Conference, California Trail 

Interpretive Center  – Trail Days, Society for 

California Archaeology. The goal is to educate and 

inform others of the mission of OCTA and the 

importance of preserving the overland trails and its 

history. 

     Preservation of emigrant trails will once again be 

a major goal for the Chapter in 2014. This past year 

several projects had our attention. The Carson 

Route near Snowshoe Thompson Cave was a power 

company pole replacement project. Frank Tortorich 

and Larry Schmidt spent two days on site 

monitoring the project to be sure none of the trail 

was disturbed.                                       (Next Page) 

mailto:swinner@dataentree.com
mailto:wwht@sbcglobal.net
mailto:chmarch@aol.com
mailto:kkoester@fastkat.com
mailto:jdyoung7557@att.net
http://www.canvocta.org/
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Phyllis%20Smith/My%20Documents/Trail%20Talk/dgowens@comcast.net
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     On the Hastings Cutoff and Big Springs area, a 

major open pit mining proposal is underway.            

The Chapter has provided input and will be part of the 

scoping process.  On the California Trail near Wells, 

Nevada and the Hastings Cutoff south of Elko,  

Nevada.  Noble Energy is proposing oil exploration. 

Prior to filing a formal proposal with the BLM,  

 Noble contacted the CA-NV Chapter seeking 

input. Chapter members Jan Petersen, Dave Smythe 

and I toured the proposed project sites with Noble 

Energy and their consultants, offering input and 

comments on their project as it would impact the trails. 

OCTA will have a place at the table during formal 

discussions.  

 Where the California Trail and the Applegate 

Trail intersect near Rye Patch Reservoir, a land transfer 

to Pershing County Water District was proposed.  

Chapter Preservation Officer Leslie Fryman provided 

detailed information on trail location and trail 

classification.  

 On the California Trail east of Rabbithole 

Springs, Hycroft Mine proposed a mining expansion to 

their existing operation.  Don Buck provided detailed 

trail location and trail classification.  

 On the Beckwourth Trail near Quincy the 

Chapter received notification of power pole 

replacements that would cross the trail in two 

locations.  Having detailed MET standard maps, it was 

determined that the sites were Class 4 and Class 5 trail 

segments.   

 It is incumbent that we receive advance 

notification of projects that may impact emigrant trails.  

In March, I will speak at the Society of California 

Archaeology Conference in Visalia on the importance 

of trail preservation, seeking their assistance in keeping 

us informed on any project that may impact emigrant 

trails. 

        Trail mapping will once again be a major 

emphasis in 2014.  Several of the mapping teams are 

setting dates for the upcoming year.  Plans are 

underway to continue MET mapping on the following 

trails: California Trail, Johnson's Cutoff, Grizzly Flat 

Cutoff, Georgetown Pack Trail, Beckwourth Trail, 

Henness Pass Road, Luther Pass/Hawley Grade, 

Volcano Road and Yreka Trail.  

 The revised MET (Mapping Emigrant Trails) 

manual is nearing completion.  The revised manual will 

consist of several "Parts" plus Appendices.  Part A will 

deal with research principles, methods and guidelines. 

Part B will be an overview of GPS and mapping 

software. Part C involves the planning and executing of 

a mapping project.  Most of Part C was developed by the 

CA-NV Chapter with emphasis on trail mapping and 

preparing trail maps to MET standards using Terrain 

Navigator Pro mapping software.   

 Publication of the revised manual is scheduled 

for mid-2014.  Plans are underway for the Chapter to 

conduct a mapping workshop this spring using the 

revised protocol and mapping technology outlined in the 

revised manual. 

 Last year the Nevada State Historic Preservation 

Office ( SHPO) invited OCTA to become a significant 

partner in their effort to celebrate Nevada's 150th. 

birthday and Historic Preservation and Archaeological 

Month in May 2014.  Part of the celebration was 

producing a deck of playing cards dedicated to the 

State's significant cultural resources.  A contest was held 

as organizations submitted photos depicting their 

contribution to the cultural resources.  One of the photos 

the Chapter submitted was an emigrant trail crossing 

Nevada including OCTA's logo and the Chapter logo 

along with the QR Code for the Chapter website.   

 The CA-NV Chapter became one of the finalist 

and was awarded the "2 of Clubs" and will become part 

of the deck of playing cards.  

 I've  mentioned just a few of the activities and 

projects that your Chapter has been party to, and again, I 

want to thank the many who have dedicated their time 

and energy to helping promote the goals and objectives 

of the organization.  There's no shortage of projects and 

activities available; something for everyone.  Keep in 

touch...... 

  MORE TO COME....JOHN  
 

KATHY KOESTER, 
RECORDING SECRETARY 

 
The CA-NV Chapter Board recently appointed Kathy 
Koester to the position of Recording Secretary.  Kathy, a 
resident of Loomis, California, became interested in 
OCTA and the activities of the California-Nevada Chapter 
while attending a conference of the California Council for 
the Social Studies.  A history teacher to middle school 
students for over 40 years, Kathy spent many summers 
viewing the Oregon Trail landmarks and other historic 
sites to gain awareness of these moments in history so 
she could share this first-hand information with her 
students. In accepting the position Kathy said, "I am 
finding new avenues to explore which will continue to 
stroke my passion for history.  OCTA and the California-
Nevada Chapter will provide learning opportunities in new 
directions". ∞ 
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Chapter Life Membership?  What are 
Your Thoughts? 

 
 The Board of CA-NV OCTA needs your views on a 
proposal to establish a life membership category for the 

chapter.  For discussion purposes, the proposed one-time fee 

would be $300.  In order to remain in effect, national dues 
would need to be kept current each year, unless the member 
holds a life membership in national OCTA.   
The questions are: 

1.  Do you support this proposal? 

2.  Would you, yourself consider purchasing a         

chapter life membership? 

3. What other thoughts or observations would you 

like the Board to consider? 

We need to hear from you before April 14, 2014. 
Please email your response to:   Lpschmidt@gmail.com 

Background:  This membership category was 
recommended for Board consideration by Elaine and Eugene 
Hill.  They suggested it would be more convenient for many 
members to make a one-time payment rather than annual 
dues payments.  They also noted that at least three other 
OCTA chapters have established this class of membership for 
a fee of 20 times the current annual chapter dues.  A major 
concern of the Board is assuring proper administration of life-
membership funds to serve life-members now and in the 
future.  The CA-NV OCTA Board thinks this proposal is worthy 
of further consideration and would like some sense from the 
Chapter members as to their feelings on the value and 
feasibility of the idea.  ∞ 

 

Awards Committee Changes 
 

Two long and dedicated members of the CA-NV 
Chapter Awards Committee have chosen to resign. Tom Fee 
and Fran Taplin have served the CA-NV Chapter without 
fanfare. They have performed their duties efficiently for many 
years, and their work is very much appreciated. 

Priscilla Van de Pas and Kathy Buob have accepted 
the invitation to join the committee and they have been 
appointed by President John Winner. 

Thank-you to Tom and Fran, Priscilla and Kathy for 
stepping forward to work with remaining committee member 
Norine Kimmy. 

A note to those who may not know, it was Tom Fee 
who resurrected the chapter Awards Committee many, many 
years ago. 

Frank and Mary Ann Tortorich 
Awards Members Search Committee ∞ 

 

AWARD  NOMINATIONS 
By Norine Kimmy 

 

Do you know someone deserving recognition? The 
CA-NV Chapter of OCTA is accepting nominations for 
awards. It is an opportunity to honor five or six chapter 
members and thank them for their contribution.   

Our chapter presents awards in recognition of trail 
preservation and/or service to our CA-NV Chapter. The 
two categories are: a Certificate of Appreciation, which is 
given to acknowledge specific contributions, and the 
Lifetime Achievement Award honoring long-term service 
to our chapter. A business entity or an individual who is 
not a member of OCTA, is entitled to be the recipient of a 
Certificate of Appreciation.  

All it takes to nominate a worthy individual is a 
letter containing information on the nominee's service that 
merits award consideration. Please let us know what they 
have done so we can acknowledge it during the 
presentation. This year's Award Committee members are 
Norine Kimmy, Kathy Buob, and Priscilla Van der Pas. 

Nominations must be received by March 28, 2014. 
Letters of Nomination should be sent to Awards 
Committee chairperson Norine Kimmy, 1437 Piedmont 
Rd., San Jose, CA 95132, or email 
nkimmy@sbcglobal.net.   
 Awards and Certificates of Appreciation will 

be presented in late April during the Chapter Symposium 

banquet in the Carson Valley Inn at Minden, Nevada. ∞ 

 

To all members of the CA-NV 
Chapter  

Notice of Solicitation of Nominations 
for the Board of Directors 

 In accordance with Article VI of the Chapter 
Bylaws, the President shall appoint annually a 
three-member Nominating Committee. 
 This committee shall then nominate one or 
more persons for each forthcoming vacancy of the 
Board of Directors, and present the slate to the 
membership in writing four weeks prior to the 
Spring Business Meeting of the chapter. 
 There will be two vacancies to be filled in 
2014. Their terms are for three years.  As the 
Article IV requirement that at least one Board 
Member shall be from Nevada has already been 
met, any Chapter Member in good standing is 
eligible to be a nominee.   
 (Next Page) 

mailto:Lpschmidt@gmail.com
mailto:nkimmy@sbcglobal.net
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 Members interested in serving on the CA-
NV Chapter, OCTA, Board of Directors should 
submit a brief description of their experiences and 
reasons for their desire to serve the organization. 
 Although nominations may be presented to 
the Board up until the annual Spring Business 
Meeting, the Nominating Committee will publish in 
the spring issue of Trail Talk, those received by the 
February 1st deadline for copy submittal.  Please 
mail your nomination statements to: 
 CA-NV OCTA Nominating Committee, P O 
Box 1521, Yreka, CA 96097-1521. 
           Or, submit them in Word to:    

 yreka98bob@yahoo.com. 
 Your participation in this important endeavor 
is appreciated.  Two nominations submitted so far 
are on this page.                                                      
 Bob Evanhoe, Nominating Committee Chair. 

 

Statement For Howdy Hoover 
 My wife Katrina and I have been members 
of OCTA since 2010. We live in Sacramento and 
have four children and four grandchildren. I 
graduated from Sacramento High School and 
CSUS with a Construction Engineering 
Management degree. I worked for Division of 
Highways (Cal Trans), El Dorado Irrigation District, 
a private engineering contractor, and the County of 
Sacramento in a construction management 
capacity. 
 I retired in 2000 and am currently a docent 
at Sutter’s Fort. My main duties there are 
maintaining and interpreting their 1840s era 
covered wagon. I also participate, in costume, in 
their Living History Environmental Living Program. 
 Other living history events held annually that 
I participate in are:  “Trail Days” at the California 
Trail Museum in Elko, NV, “Diggins” at Columbia 
State Park, and “The River Trip” at Red Bluff and 
Colusa. 
 I am one of Frank Tortorich’s Wedge 
Warriors helping each year with trail maintenance 
and sign installation on the Carson Trail. I attend 
OCTA chapter symposiums and am currently 
helping with the planning of the 2015 OCTA 
convention. I would appreciate your support to 
serve on the Board of Directors. ∞ 

 

Statement for Mark Wilson 
 I would like to ask for your vote to serve a 
second term on the Board of Directors for 
California/Nevada Chapter of OCTA. Working with 
the other members of the board and the general 

membership the last three years have been a much 
more rewarding experience than I expected. I have 
learned a lot and would like to put that learning to 
use in continued service for the chapter.  
 During my first term I initiated developing 
relationships with history and social science 
educators who are our natural constituents. In 
particular I have promoted the OCTA  kids’ 
calendar project with California fourth grade 
teachers. I would like to expand this effort.  
 During the past year I initiated a project to 
form support relationships with California and 
Nevada State Parks that are associated with the 
emigrant trails. I would like to use a second term to 
fully develop these relationships.  
 I am also involved with the California Trail(s) 
Auto Tour Route Project and planning for our 2015 
Lake Tahoe National Convention. I look forward for 
the opportunity to serve the chapter as a member 
of the board.  Respectfully submitted, Mark Wilson.  
 

VOLUNTEERS, We Want You! 

 As many of you may know, September 21-25, 
2015, your CA-NV Chapter is hosting the 2015 National 
OCTA convention in South Lake Tahoe, NV.  Yes, it is 
early for this request, but the planning sessions have 
begun, and there is a need to plan for volunteers at this 
early stage.  You are invited to join with the other people 
who have already volunteered as chairs or coordinators 
of many other committees. Some of the volunteer needs:  

* Program Coordinator: Someone to keep everything 
and everyone to the program schedule, etc. 
*  Entertainment Coordinator: Someone to work with 
chosen entertainers to ascertain their needs and 
ours. At the convention, meet with them and show 
them where they will perform, etc. 
* Education Coordinator: Someone to work with local 
colleges to see if any professor would give credits to 
students if they attend the convention. 
* Publicity, Communications, Food/Catering, Local 
Arrangements, Tour Coordinator, Awards person to 
work with the chapter and OCTA for setting up 
Awards Night, etc. 

Available, too, are volunteer opportunities to support 
these committees before and during the convention.  If 
you have an interest in volunteering or would like more 
complete information to be mailed or emailed to you, 

contact Volunteer Coordinator Lloyd Johnson, who lives 
in Carmichael, CA:  lloydj-2@att.net or 916-481-2634. ∞

mailto:yreka98bob@yahoo.com
mailto:lloydj-2@att.net
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     Power Company supports the Preservation 
of the Emigrant Trail 

By Frank Tortorich 

 

 It was about four or five years ago when I was leading 

a tour on the Carson River Route of the California Emigrant 

Trail near the legendary Snowshoe Thompson’s cave, a site 

along the river in the Carson Canyon.  

 With about 8 or 10 non-OCTA members in tow, we 

came upon a utility company crew from Sierra Pacific Power 

Company. They had driven a very large rubber-tired loader 

smack dab on a Class I segment of Trail.  Class I is the 

designation given a segment of Trail that is still in its most 

pristine state. This segment dates back form 1848. 

 They had already brought in two power poles to be 

used to replace some existing 40 plus-year old deteriorating 

poles.  I stopped my tour and told the folks that I needed to talk 

with the workers.  I asked to speak with the supervisor, who 

turned out to be a very delightful man.  

 I asked if he knew that they were working on a 

National Historic Trail. He said he did not. When I asked if they 

had a Special Use Permit from the US Forest Service, he 

looked a bit puzzled, and said he did not know.  I explained to 

him that this area was a nationally protected Trail and that no 

work is allowed without approval from the US Forest Service. 

He was very cooperative in wanting to learn what it was that 

was in need of protection.  

 I asked him to join my tour group and he received a 

mini tour of this segment of the Trail.  Thanking me, he took his 

crew and immediately vacated the area. However, the two 

replacement poles on the ground were left as well as  a large 

rock on top of some beautiful rust and polished rocks.  Folks 

on the tour, after realizing my strong reaction to what was 

happening and after seeing the Trail in all its glory, whole-

heartily supported my actions. 

 The next day I contacted the US Forest Service 

Archaeologist at the Carson City Ranger District, Humboldt- 

Toiyabe National Forest, in Carson City, NV, to report what I 

had seen. He thanked me. That was the last I heard and the 

two replacement poles remained on the ground. 

 Over a year ago, in the early fall of 2012, CA-NV 

Chapter President John Winner received a phone call from Joe 

Garrotto, the present Carson Ranger District Archaeologist.  

Garrotto explained that Liberty Power Company (who officially 

bought out Sierra Pacific Power Co. in 2011) was planning to 

replace a series of power poles in the entire Carson River 

Canyon. He was requesting OCTA to work with the 

archaeology company called Far Western Anthropological 

Research Group, Inc., who were doing the National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) survey of the canyon. 

 Winner contacted me for assistance, and we met with 

Albert Garner, an archaeologist for Far Western.  Then, 

Garrotto, who had not seen that half-mile segment near 

Snowshoe Thompson’s cave, met with me to see that section 

of Trail on September 12, 2013.  Garrotto informed me that 

Liberty Power Company was going to replace about seven 

poles along that segment of Trail. Those new replacement 

poles near the Trail would be placed by helicopter and the 

holes would be hand dug. 

 On October 31, 2013, Garner contacted John Winner 

that Liberty Power was going to be cutting down and trimming 

trees near the Snowshoe Thomson cave. According their US 

Forest Use Permit, they were required to have an 

archaeologist and some OCTA members present during this 

project to be sure no sensitive areas were disturbed by their 

work team.  

 
    From Left; Jessica Drummond, Albert Garner, Stu Wit & Larry Schmidt 

 OCTA member and retired forest hydrologist Larry 

Schmidt and I volunteered to be on site for the two days it 

would take to complete the work.  On November 11 and 12, 

2013, Schmidt and I met with representatives of the Forest 

Service and power company along with their tree removal 

contractors to discuss about the planned work. At her request, 

Schmidt and I showed Jessica Drummond, supervisor for 

Liberty Power, the areas needing protection.  

 As the team worked, they also received some of the 

Trail’s history from Schmidt and me. We were very impressed 

with the cooperation we received and their efforts to protect the 

Trail.  The tree work was completed in a day and a half with no 

impacts to the Trail.  There were 18 trees removed and 3 trees  
(Next Page) 
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trimmed.  Installation of the new poles is scheduled for the 

spring of 2014. 

 Personally, and I know, speaking for our chapter and 

OCTA, we want to thank Vegetation Manager of Liberty Power 

Jessica Drummond, Stu Wik, the tree crew supervisor, and the 

Liberty Power company for their cooperation. 

 Those also deserving of our respect and gratitude are 

Albert Garner and Lizzie Bennett, archaeologists with Far 

Western, and Joe Garrotto with the Carson Ranger District for 

the Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest for keeping us informed. 

 This spring, when the replacement of those old power 

poles is scheduled, more than likely, there will be a need for 

OCTA members to monitor that work site.  ∞ 

 

Annual Carson Trail Cleanup 
 
 On July 28 and 29, 2014.  This is a popular hard 
working outing to clear and mark segments of the Carson Trail.  
This is limited to the first 25 people that respond.  To sign up or 
gain information, contact:  Frank Tortorich at: 
ftortorich@volcano.net  or call: 209-296-7242. 
 

Grizzly Flat Cutoff Tour 
By Dee Owens 

 The tour of the Grizzly Flat Cutoff from Leek Springs 
to the town of Grizzly Flat took place on September 23rd and 
24th, 2013.  The Grizzly Flat Cutoff was opened in 1852 as an 
alternative route off the Carson-Mormon Trail passing through 
Grizzly Flat and on to Placerville or the mines in Amador 
County.  
 Although the general direction of the cutoff was 
known, the exact route had never been found before the OCTA 
Grizzly Flat Mapping team began work three years ago.  
Although there are still some questionable sections, most of 
the twenty mile trail has been mapped to MET standards.   
 OCTA members participating included: John and 
Susie Winner, Lloyd Johnson, Jon and Janet Nowlin, Bill 
Mitchell, Dave Smythe, Don Buck, Steve and Patty Knight, 
John Grebenkemper and Dee and Glen Owens. 
 With trading posts serving the emigrants, Leek 
Springs was a popular camping spot on the Carson Route.  
Mentioned as the “most dangerous place on the trail”, several 
murders in the area are noted in emigrant diaries.  Two 
possible graves were discovered there by OCTA members, 
and we were fortunate to have John Grebenkemper and 
Barbara Pence with their Human Remains Detection Dogs, 
Kayle and Bailey with us to check them out.  Unfortunately the 
dogs didn’t think they were graves.   
 
 
             

 
John Grebenkemper, John Winner, Lloyd Johnson, Patty Knight 

 
 We were able to drive close to or on the trail as it 
follows the ridges until dropping off to the North Fork of the 
Cosumnes River near Capps Crossing.  Following Baltic Ridge 
you get a sense of the trail during the Gold Rush.  The scenery 
is much as it was then with tall forests and high-sierra views.  
The road, really a jeep trail for the most part, is slow and 
bumpy. Luckily for us a recent rain caused us to miss out on 
the often mentioned emigrant experience in this area of “the 
worst dust on the trail.”   Along Baltic Ridge you can still find 
white porcelain insulators from an early telephone line in the 
trees.  In our search for the trail these insulators led us to the 
route when we lost it.  
 Last year, I found an 1844-54 cap-and-ball pistol right 
on the trail (See Trail Talk – Fall 2012).  We never collect 
artifacts but this one I did.  Karin Klemic, our Eldorado National 
Forest Archaeologist, allowed me to check it out and take it on 
the tour.  Everyone got a chance to carefully examine it near 
the spot it was found.   
 We nooned on Baltic Ridge.  After lunch most of us 
hiked a little over a mile on the trail down to the river.  While 
studying the GLO and topo maps when starting this project I 
thought this section of trail would be the last we would find as it 
is steep and rocky but you never know until you get out on the 
ground.  This is the best section of trail on the cutoff, a 
beautiful Class 1 heading steeply though gently down to the 
river. After negotiating our way across the North Fork we met 
the rest of the group on the main road.   (Next Page) 
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Grizzly Flat Cutoff 

 The second half of the tour followed near but not on 
the cutoff into Grizzly Flat.  We ended the day with a trip to the 
Catholic Cemetery there.  A recently discovered deed, dated 
1857, states the southern boundary of the cemetery is the 
emigrant trail to Grizzly Flat.  Once again the dogs went to 
work and this time seventeen previously unknown graves were 
located.  Watching the dogs work is fascinating.  They seem to 
move around the area randomly and sit when they scent a 
grave.    After a while someone noticed the pin flags placed on 
spots the dogs alerted on were in a row.  That was exciting.  
That evening we got together at our house for a potluck dinner.  
 On the second day of the tour we met back in Grizzly 
Flat for a tour of the town.   Pam Hupner, a local resident and 
historian, and her husband, Steve, led the tour.  Besides 
knowing the location of businesses and homes now gone, Pam 
shared stories about people and the history of the town.   

 
Pam Hupner and John Winner 

  

 CA-NV Member Bill Mitchell, a descendent of a 
Grizzly Flat pioneer family was with us.  He shared stories and 
memories of the town with us as well.  His family home is one 
of the few old buildings still standing in Grizzly Flat.   
 After a lunch at the Grizzly Flat pond, we went to 
nearby Leoni Meadows to tour the historic, restored ranch 
house of the Leoni family.  Our guide Laurie Heinrich, is an 
expert on the house, ranch, and Leoni family history.  Her 
stories were interesting and we all enjoyed sitting in the 
afternoon sun on the Leoni Ranch House porch listening to 
them after the tour.  
 I often refer to the Grizzly Flat Cutoff as “my trail.”  
When we started this project, I studied the GLO maps and the 
topo maps, never having actually been on the ground in the 
areas I was looking at.  Now I know the lay of the land like my 
own backyard and it was really fun sharing it with other OCTA 
members on the tour.  ∞    

 

DICK WAUGH APPOINTED TO 
CHAPTER BOARD 

 
 At an emergency meeting of the Chapter Board 
of Directors, following the Convention Planning meeting 
in Auburn, California, on January 25, the Board appointed 
Dick Waugh to fill the unexpired term of Jim Moorman 
who resigned for personal reasons.  Due to the ongoing 
planning for the 2015 OCTA National Convention hosted 
by the CA-NV Chapter, the Board deemed it urgent to 
have a full complement of Board members.     
 Dick had previously expressed an interest in 
serving on the Board and has demonstrated his 
leadership skills as Chair of the 2013 Oroville Symposium 
and Team Leader for the past two years of the 
Beckwourth Trail mapping team.   
 Dick was born and raised in Oroville, California.  
His professional career centered in law enforcement with 
the Oroville Police Department and the Butte County 
Sheriff's Office.  He retired in 2006 as Chief of Police in 
Williams, California.  Dick has always had a passion for 
history; volunteering in the USFS Passport in Time 
Program and several OCTA projects.  ∞ 
 

PLEASE NOTE 
CHAPTER DUES STRUCTURE 
Individual Membership………$10 
Family Membership……….…$15 
Sustaining Membership…...…$35 

Family memberships receive 2 ballots 
            Sustaining receive 2 ballots with two names 

Your National and Chapter dues are paid to                     
National.  You will get a renewal notice from them.  
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Mt. Hough Ranger District, Plumas NF, joined the 

group for the day.  At his request we started at the White 
Horse campground just north of Bucks Creek. 

The campground had already been logged the 
previous fall. The ground was covered with fallen trees, 
slash, and heavy equipment tracks.  The group worked 
the area several hundred yards through the campground. 
No significant emigrant findings were made. The 
conclusion was the trail runs under a paved portion of the 
campground road. 

We moved to a trail section approximately ½ a 
mile up towards Buck’s Summit. The spot by the highway 
had been a former dump and transfer station used by 
Plumas County residents. A lot of the dump material had 
washed downhill. However, we were hoping to detect in 
several areas closer to the creek that had what appeared 
to be possible swales. The group spread out and began 
to move both up and down the probable trail, attempting 
to locate any artifacts.  
 Although there were multiple hits, the ground 
proved to be an obstacle. The ground was frozen from 
the surface to 2 to 6 inches below ground. Digging to 
locate objects was extremely difficult. Picks and blow 
torches would have been useful!  Several of the group 
had bruised hands from pounding the frozen tundra. No 
definitive emigrant period pieces were located. A heavy 
wire with six stakes was found under a tree. The six inch 
stakes were old iron with a closed loop or “eye” on the 
one end with a sharpened point on the opposite end. 
They had a hand-worked appearance. The possibilities 
ran from insulator spikes to trap ground stakes.  

The temperature in the shade fell well below 
what the ambient air temperature was out in the 
sunshine. It turned out to be an arduous task to continue 
through both the brush, cold air and difficult terrain. The 
group decided in the early afternoon that further work 
would probably not be productive. The general 
consensus was that being frozen on top of a mountain 
was probably not the most fun trail project in the world. It 
was agreed to cancel the following work day. Several 
members left, headed to warmer climes! 
  Archaeologist Doug had his Trimble GPS with 
him. Based on calculations using the Hammonds map he 
believed the trail actually covered several hundred yards 
of the current Pacific Crest Trail east of Trails West 
marker # B-32 and then proceeded  down the a ridge. 
The group walked to the ridge. There was a trail that went 
over the nose of the ridges and down to the Big Creek 
valley below. It looked like it had not been utilized for 
multiple years for any purpose.  

 The group journeyed approximately a half mile 
down the steep trail to see how it ran in configuration with 
the Hammonds outline. It was extremely close. There 
were no visible signs of artifacts on the surface. No 
detecting was done as the afternoon was drawing to a 
close and the temperatures were falling. When we 
returned back up the steep hill, a sharp eyed member 
spied a metal post with a very old sign that said “before 
digging call Ma Bell.” A discussion began about whether 
the road was a utility road and/or the track the 
Hammonds had determined was a Class I trail. We 
returned to our trucks and agreed to meet at the 
Roundtable Pizza parlor in Quincy later in the evening. 

 Beckwourth Trail Group volunteers, USFS 
archaeologists, friends and spouses turned out for dinner. 
We were joined by Scott Lawson, Plumas County 
Museum Director. Conversation was lively and friendly 
and another example of why we do what we do. 

During the meeting future work days were 
planned for the warmer months. The group will return to 
the east side of Bucks Summit to confirm the section we 
had walked on earlier was in fact the Class I trail listed by 
the Hammonds. Several days will be spent on the west 
side of Lake Davis. Lake Davis, like all water storage 
areas in Northern California, has receded and should 
open up areas along the West shore to some interesting 
finds. 

In addition, we hope to place markers in that area 
to delineate the trail. Scott Lawson welcomed our offer to 
assist with his work on the Jamison Cutoff, associated 
with the Beckwourth Trail. The group decided that several 
work days in the Gold Lake area would be a valuable and 
interesting use of our time and efforts. 

Everyone agreed that field work was more 
enjoyable, regardless of rainfall, during warmer months. It 
was a small reminder why the emigrants hurried to cross 
the final mountain barriers before Mother Nature closed 
the door for the season!  ∞  
       

BECKWOURTH MAPPING SCHEDULE 
 

 Here are the TENTATIVE work dates for the 
2014 season on the Beckwourth.  Please keep in 
mind that there are a plethora of reasons the dates 
may be adjusted; we will have to be flexible.   

All dates are a Tuesday-Wednesday 
combo. So here they are: March 4-5, April 15-16, 
May  6-7, June  10-11, July   8-9, August  19-20, 
Sept. 2-3, October 7-8, 2014.  ∞ 
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AND WE REMEMBER . . . 
 

 
Carol March Photo 

Dr. Jay Stovall 

 Dr. Jay C. Stovall, of Grass Valley passed 

away on Nov. 19, 2013.  He was 90.  It was his 

wish to have a private service. 

 Dr. J was born in Great Falls, Mont., on Oct. 

31, 1923, to Rodney Cecil and Ethille Hamilton 

Ihrig Stovall.  He attended elementary and high 

school in Great Falls, Mont. 

As a youth he was a Life Boy Scout and then 

entered the Order of DeMolay, becoming a 

Chevalier DeMolay. 

 Shortly after Pearl Harbor, he enlisted in the 

Army Reserve as an ROTC member at Montana 

State University.  He then entered active military 

service in 1942, serving with the 30th Infantry, 3rd 

Division in Europe.  He was awarded two Purple 

Hearts for wounds. 

 After WWII he returned to Montana State 

University, then transferred to the University of 

California-Berkeley to continue premedical studies.  

Dr. Stovall graduated from Pacific University 

School of Optometry in 1953.  Further study at the 

Yale Institute of Children followed. 

 He married Leona V.T. Blackmun of 

Vancouver, British Columbia, in August, 1953, at  

 

 

 

St. John’s Shaughnessey Anglican church.  They 

established residence in Marin County, California.  

Dr. J opened a private practice in San Anselmo, 

Calif., as a vision specialist for adults and children, 

which he pursued for 43 years. 

 He was very active in his community: a 

founding member of San Anselmo Little League; a 

leader and trainer of adult Scouts, serving as district 

commissioner on the executive board of Marin 

Council BSA; served on the staff of three Western 

Region wood badge courses to train scoutmasters 

and was awarded the silver badger in 1975. 

 Dr. J was first made a freemason in Montana 

after WWII and continued as one throughout his 

life. He was a member of Nevada Lodge #13 

F&AM, was a 32nd degree Scottish Rite mason, 

was a former member of Islam Shrine (San 

Francisco) and a recipient of the Golden Veteran 

50-year award as the 50-year Blue Cap of Scottish 

Rite. 

 Lions International was an active pursuit. 

All offices except district governor were held, with 

numerous awards received over the years.  His 

program entitled Partners-Lions and Scouting was 

promoted worldwide by Lions International during 

the 1970s. 

 He had an interest in sports, hunting, fly-

fishing, gardening, golf and Western history with 

the Oregon California Trails Association also 

prevailed. 

 On October 1998, he and his wife retired in 

Grass Valley.  He continued his Scouting, Masonic, 

Lions, SIR, American Legion, DAV, OCTA and 

Senior Center activities. 

 Dr. Stovall is survived by his wife, Leona 

Stovall; and younger brother, Dr. Dean W. Stovall 

of Sacramento.  He was preceded in death by his 

parents. 

As seen in The Union on November 22, 2013 

(except photo).
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2014 CA-NV OCTA Annual Meeting and Spring Symposium 
 

April 25-27, 2014, Carson Valley Inn, Minden, NV 
 

“Pathfinders Then and Now!” 
 

---TENTATIVE AGENDA--- 
 

Friday April 25, 2014, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm:  CA-NV OCTA Board Meeting 
 

5:30 pm to 8:00 pm -- Welcome Social -- Hospitality Suite 
 

Saturday April 26, 2014 
  

7:30 am - 8:15 am – Registration & Continental Breakfast -- Begin Silent Auction 
 
8:15 am -9:20 am – Membership Meeting 
 
9:30 am - !0:20 am -- Fremont’s Lookout--Finding Fremont’s route and Campsites along the  
      Carson River.   Peter Lathrop and Stony Tennant 
 
10:30 am -10:45 am -- Break 
 
11:00 am -11:50 pm -- The Jayhawker Experience.  Lee Dummel 
 
12:00 pm -1:30 pm -- Buffet Lunch with Program of Awards and Recognition. 
 
1:30 pm – 2:30 pm -- Fremont -- Western Pathfinder & Finding Fremont’s Lost Cannon site.     
      John Wilusz  
 
2:30 pm – 2:45 pm -- Break -- Silent Auction Ends 
 
2:45 pm – 3:45 pm -- Observing the Pathfinders and Emigrants - an Indigenous American  
     Perspective.    Donna Cossette 
 
3:45 pm - - 4:30 pm -- Discovering and Mapping the Grizzly Flat Road – Dee Owens 
 
5:30 - 7:00 pm -- Social Gathering – Hospitality Suite 7:30 pm – 9:00 pm -- JT Basque   

         Restaurant and Bar -- Family Style Dinner 
 

(Next Page) 
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Sunday, April 27, 2014, 10 am - 12 noon: 

 
 Field Trip to Jack  Greenhalgh's wheelwright, blacksmith, & sheet metal shop.  

Symposium will conclude Sunday at noon following a 10 a.m. tour of Jack Greenhalgh's 
wheelwright, blacksmith, and sheet metal shop for demonstration of crafting and shrinking 
iron tires for wagon wheels. Jack has restored a number of wagons including a horse-drawn 
steam fire engine, a stagecoach, and (on display in his shop) the mud wagon that operated 
between Carson City and Glenbrook driven by the celebrated Hank Monk. His shop is a 
'museum' of in-use vintage machinery. 

 Directions:  Drive north on US Hwy 395  through Carson City and Hwy I-580 across 
Washoe Valley.  Take Exit 50 and continue north on “Old U.S. 395,"  6 miles. Look 
for Andrew Lane sign on right.  Turn right on Andrew Lane, and drive about 1/4 mile to 
OCTA sign at 140 Andrew Lane. Turn right on road to Jack's home and shop - plenty of 
parking adjacent to the shop.  
 

 Nevada State Museum, 600 N. Carson St., Carson City, NV 89701, Another 

option to consider prior to the Symposium, or after the Field Trip, is the “Fremont – 
Pathfinder of the West” Exhibit. It is excellent and worth the trip. The admission price is $8.  

The museum is open 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Tuesday - Sunday (closed Mondays).  We suggest a 
minimum of 2 hours to see the museum.  
 

 
 

!! Symposium Lodging Alert !! 
 We have successfully negotiated great lodging rates at the Carson Valley Motor Lodge at the Carson Valley 

Inn.  These special rates are only available when making your reservations by phone at: 800-321-6983 or 775-782-9711 

and using OCTA code, 503850.  These special rates are NOT available through the Carson Valley Inn website.  The 

block of rooms will go quickly so please make your reservations as soon as possible.  The block of rooms at the OCTA 

special rate of $70.06 expires on April 3rd or when the last room in the block is reserved.  ∞ 
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CA-NV Chapter of OCTA Meeting and Symposium,     

  April 25, 26 and 27, 2014, Minden, Nevada.               
 

Held at the Carson Valley Inn 
               1627 Highway 395 North, Minden, NV. 

                                              

"PATHFINDERS THEN and NOW" 
Discover new information about FREMONT'S CANNON, locating FREMONT'S LOOKOUT, the 
JAYHAWKERS experience, a NATIVE AMERICAN PERSPECTIVE on the emigrants, finding & 

mapping the GRIZZLY FLAT ROAD.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Your symposium registration includes:     Friday evening … Hospitality room with hosted wine and cheese. 
Saturday - Symposium, continental breakfast, lunch, no host bar and family style dinner at JT's Basque Restaurant & Bar. 
Sunday - Jack Greenhalgh's Wheelwright Shop in Pleasant Valley.  Optional - Fremont Exhibit at the Nevada State Museum. 

  

PLEASE REGISTER EARLY !!…..  THIS IS A BUSY TIME OF YEAR IN MINDEN !! 
Rooms at the Carson Valley Motor Inn are .................$70.06 tax included 

                              Carson Valley Inn RV Spaces are................. $29.50 tax included 
 

Using OCTA code: 503850; call 775-782-9711 or 800-321-6983.  Reservations must be made prior to April 3, 2014. 
DO NOT MAKE RESERVATIONS THROUGH THEIR WEB SITE 

Deadline for symposium registration is April 3, 2014. For additional information or to make special 
Needs arrangements, contact Larry Schmidt at 775-781-8688 or Lpschmidt@gmail.com 

        Please make checks payable to CA-NV Chapter of OCTA and send to: 
      Larry Schmidt 

      PO Box 504 
       Minden, NV  89423-0504 

 -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Attendees:  California-Nevada Chapter of OCTA Symposium........Minden, NV April 25, 26 and 27th, 2014 

 

FRIDAY- BOARD MEETING Buffet Lunch          $15.00 per person     x_____=   $_______________ 
 
SATURDAY- SYMPOSIUM REGISTRATION     $75.00 per person    x_____=    $_______________ 
 

                                                                                                                    TOTAL.….… $_______________ 
For JT’s Dinner:  Vegetarian # _____ Chicken #_____ Beef #_____                                                                                                             

 
__________________________________________           ___________________________________________ and 
First Name                             Last Name 
 

__________________________________________       _________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________           ____________________________     _________    _______________ 
Mailing Address                                                                               City                                                                                      State                      Zip Code 
 

_____________________________                   ____________________________      _________________________                                           
Phone Number - Home                                                                      Cell Number                                                                          Email address 

Reminders: Thursday, April 24, 2014, 2015 Convention Planning Meeting, Carson Valley Inn, 10:00 am; lunch on your own.                 

Friday April 25, 2014, 9am to 4pm.  Carson Valley Inn, CA-NV Board Meeting; lunch is $15.00.                                                                              Rev. 2/24/2014 

file:///C:/1LARRY%20WORK/CA-NV%20OCTA%20BOARD/Lpschmidt@gmail.com
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THIS PAGE LEFT INTENTIONALLY BLANK 
So you can remove the registration form without losing any articles or Chapter 

information.  
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NOTES AND OTHER STUFF 
 

MOVING?  CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS? 
 

PLEASE send your new address to the attention of Membership Chair, Susie Winner, 
as soon as possible at:  CANVOCTA@GMAIL.COM 

The Postal Service DOES NOT forward Ballots or TRAIL TALK. 
It is returned to the Chapter which must pay 49 cents for that ‘privilege’ – no 

options here. 

 

Submitting Trail Talk Articles 
 The editorial board of TRAIL TALK appreciates the articles that are sent in by members.  This 

newsletter would have a hard time existing without your input and interest -- thank you. 

 We, who assemble TRAIL TALK, put in many hours and days getting the newsletter completed. 

We are always looking for ways to decrease the time spent publishing, printing and mailing. 

 For those of you sending in electronic articles, we request that you submit them SINGLE SPACED 

with INDENTED paragraphs in WORD. 

       NO SPACES between paragraphs, please!  Take time to read before submitting; checking for 

grammar and spelling errors. 

   This will help us get TRAIL TALK out in a more efficient manner, thanks. 

 

 
 

TRAIL TALK is available electronically. 
If you wish to receive it through email 

and not get the hard copy in your mail box, please send your name and email address to: 
CANVOCTA@GMAIL.COM requesting this electronic service. 

 
 

FOR INQUIRIES, MEMBERSHIP OR TRAIL TALK  SUBMISSIONS 
Contact the Chapter at: CA-NV OCTA Chapter, P.O. Box 1521, Yreka, CA 96097 

or Email: canvocta@gmail.com 
 

 
 

 
David Lorea digging frozen ground on the February  Beckwourth Trail 

outing.  Yes, that white stuff is snow. 

 

One of the Chapter’s Carsonite Markers 

that was used for target practice 

mailto:CANVOCTA@GMAIL.COM
mailto:canvocta@gmail.com
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Email address for Trail 

Talk submissions, 

Inquiries or Membership     

questions, contact us at: 
       

CANVOCTA@GMAIL.COM 
Also visit our Chapter web site:            

CANVOCTA.ORG 

                       

TRAIL TALK IS PUBLISHED  THREE TIMES A 
YEAR.  NEXT DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES 

AND NOTICES IS: MAY 15, 2014 
Article guidelines:  Single spaced - no           

spaces between paragraphs.  Submit in 
WORD – check your spelling & grammar. 

CALIFORNIA-NEVADA CHAPTER  
OREGON-CALIFORNIA TRAILS ASSOCIATION 
870 ATLAS CT. 
RENO, NEVADA  89512 
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