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The Oregon to California Trail - Burnett Cutoff Pre-49ers 

By Dee Owens  
Research By Richard Silva 

  California-Nevada members Richard Silva, Bob Black 
and Don Buck, have recently assisted the Modoc National 
Forest in locating and mapping the route of the Burnett 
Cutoff, also called the Oregon to California Road. Nearly 
the entire trail, to its junction with the Lassen Trail at the 
bend of the Pit River north of Big Valley has been 
completed. What is known as Big Valley today was named 
Round Valley by John C. Fremont in 1846. Over sixteen 
miles of Class 1 and Class 2 trail has been documented by 
trail researchers along the Burnett Cutoff.  
      The Burnett Cutoff was opened in 1848 by Peter 
Burnett, a settler from the Willamette Valley.  Peter Burnett 
was born in Nashville, Tennessee in 1807.  In Tennessee, 
and later Missouri, he worked as a store clerk, became a 

store owner, operated a sawmill and a distillery, and was the editor 
of a weekly newspaper. He also became a lawyer and was 
appointed District Attorney.   
 Due to his wife’s poor health and rising debts, he organized a 
wagon train and left Missouri in 1843 for Oregon.  He was elected 
captain of the wagon train, but when trouble arose in the large 
group of 873 people, they split into two companies with Jesse 
Applegate elected captain of one group and Peter Burnett captain 
of the other.   
 In Oregon Territory, Burnett helped 

reorganize the constitution adopted in 

1845. After gold was discovered in 1848, 

Burnett led a group of 150 men and 48 

wagons south to open a trail from Oregon 

to the gold counrty.       (Continued page 6) 

 

2013 UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Carson Trail Sign Dedication……………...July 8 – 9 
Chapter Board Meeting – OCTA Conv……..….July 
OCTA Convention, Oregon City………..July22 - 26 
Carson Trail Cleanup & Marking…...Aug. 26 – 27 
Grizzly Flat Cutoff Tour………September 23 – 24 
Fernley Swales Cleanup……………...September 28 
Beckwourth Field Outings…....July 1 – 2, August 

5 – 6, September 7 – 8, October 7 – 8. 
Johnson’s Cutoff Field Outings…….……June 12 – 

13, 
    July 17 – 18, August 21 – 22, September 18 – 

19, October 16 - 17  
Georgetown Cutoff Field Outings…June 17 – 18, 

July 10 – 11, August 12 – 13, Sept. 11 – 12 
For details or inquiries on these events go to 

canvocta@gmail.com 
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FROM THE DESK OF JOHN WINNER... 
 

Greetings to all, an “atta boy” goes to Dick Waugh for organizing 
and coordinating the spring symposium in Oroville, California on April 
26 and 27. From the comments received from those that attended, it 
was a huge success. The facilities were good, speakers and 
presentations were informative, bus tour was fun and the Chapter made 
a couple dollars. Again, special thanks to Dick, the community of 
Oroville and the folks at Feather Falls Resort for a warm and friendly 
greeting. 

As you know the CA-NV Chapter has agreed to host the 2015 
OCTA National Convention the week of September 20, 2015.  This past 
December, OCTA's Association Manager Travis Boley signed the 
contract with Caesars Entertainment, owners of Harveys Resort at 
South Lake Tahoe.  Although the convention is a couple years off, work 
is already under way planning activities and events. At the past two 
symposiums several chapter members have agreed to assist and help 
make the convention a success.  

It takes a lot of effort from a lot of people to put on an event of this 
magnitude, soooo.... help us where you can. September is generally a 
pristine time in Lake Tahoe and history abounds in this region. I tell 
folks that the Johnson's Cutoff emigrant trail went right past the Black-
Jack Tables and Slot Machines at Harveys Resort. Mark your calendar; 
should be a great event. 

The revisions to OCTA's MET manual (Mapping Emigrant Trails) 
are coming along. The goal is to publish the updated manual by the end 
of 2013 or early 2014. The revised manual will be divided into several 
"parts". Part A. "Investigative Procedures and Trail Classifications". Part 
B. "Overview of GPS and Mapping Software." Part C. "Planning and 
Executing a Mapping Project." Other areas of discussion will include: 
Trail Archaeology, Use of Aerial and Satellite Images, National Register 
Nominations, Photo Documentation of Trails, and Setting 
Classifications. Numerous Appendices will provide additional 
information on subjects in the main text. Several chapter members 
have assisted in the development of the revised MET manual. 
 On July 9th, 2013 the CA-NV Chapter will host a dedication and 
celebration with the installation of the seventh interpretive sign on the 
Carson Emigrant Trail. The project began in 2005 when the CA-NV 
Chapter agreed to fund and install seven interpretive signs on the 
Carson Trail. The final sign titled "Seeing the Elephant" will be installed 
at the El Dorado Irrigation Districts’ Caples Lake boat launching  facility 
on California State Highway 88. Special invitations are being prepared 
and sent to honored guests to help celebrate this special occasion. 
 Keep track of your volunteer time and mileage that is devoted to 
OCTA and chapter activities. Last year OCTA reported to Congress 
that 650 active volunteers donated 200,000+ miles and 92,000 hours to 
OCTA projects and activities.  Congress estimated the value of OCTA's 
contributions at $2.4 million. This translated in OCTA receiving 
$186,000 in Challenge-Cost-Share Funds and Federal Agreements and 
Grants. Keeping track of your time and mileage is easy; a volunteer 
time form can be downloaded from the chapter website.                                                                               
       (Continued on next page)

 

CA-NV Board of Directors 
and Officers: 

John Winner, President 
swinner@dataentree.com 

Dick Young, Vice President 
jdyoung7557@att.net 

Carol March, Treasurer 
chmarch@aol.com 

  

David Smythe, Secretary 
david.smythe@sbcglobal.net 

 

Leslie Fryman, Preservation  
catrail44@gmail.com 

 

Additional Directors:       

 

Mark Wilson 
wwht@sbcglobal.net 

 

Mike Trueblood 
trueblood8282@yahoo.com 

Dave Hollecker 
mtgrizz@aol.com 

 

Jan Petersen 
janpetersen@citilink.net  

 

Bob Evanhoe, Past President 
yreka98bob@yahoo.com 

 

Publications: 

Trail Talk Editorial Board: 
Dave Hollecker 
Bob Evanhoe 
Phyllis Smith 

 

Email: canvocta@gmail.com 
Website: www.canvocta.org 

Dee Owens, Editor 
Adam Welch, Webmaster 

 

E-News: the CA-NV Chapter offers rapid 
communication of announcements and 
chapter news via private email, through 
Google groups.  If you would like to be 

included in this group, email Dee Owens 
at: dgowens@comcast.net 

 

 

mailto:swinner@dataentree.com
mailto:jdyoung7557@att.net
mailto:chmarch@aol.com
mailto:catrail44@gmail.com
mailto:wwht@sbcglobal.net
mailto:trueblood8282@yahoo.com
mailto:mtgrizz@aol.com
mailto:janpetersen@citilink.net
http://www.canvocta.org/
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Phyllis%20Smith/My%20Documents/Trail%20Talk/dgowens@comcast.net
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(From the Desk . . .)  
 As you probably know by now, mapping the emigrant 
trails to MET standards is one of the Chapter’s primary goals. 
Several of the mapping teams have posted their schedules on 
the website and a couple new mapping teams are being 
formed. If you have an interest in participating, send us an 
email canvocta@gmail.com.  
 As touched on earlier, a new part of the revised MET 
manual will be "Planning and Executing a Mapping Project", a 
portion of this part of the MET manual will be the use of Terrain 
Navigator Pro (TNP), the mapping software adopted by OCTA 
for trail mapping. The CA-NV Chapter developed much of the 
protocol and semiotics used to record trail data on TNP maps. 
The Chapter plans to hold a "hands on" mapping workshop 
this fall to assist in the implementation of this mapping 
procedure. More about this in a later issue. 
 Currently there are a number of other chapter activities 
scheduled for 2013.  Check the activities calendar on page one 
and the website for updates. 
 Don't forget the 31st. OCTA Annual Convention July 22-
26, 2013 in Oregon City, Oregon, hosted by the Northwest 
Chapter. 
 2012 turned out to be a fairly busy year for Chapter 
activities and events. If you would like to get a glimpse of last 
year's activities, webmaster Dee Owens has produced a 12 
minute video "2012 year in review". It's on the website. 
Well, that's all for now, hope to see you out and about.  
     More to come........    John 
 

 

WANTED: CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP 

COMMITTEE VOLUNTEER(S) BY 

AUGUST 
 Frank and Mary Ann Tortorich have served as the CA-NV 

Membership Committee for over a year. After holding different 

positions at the chapter and national levels since 1986, they 

are looking forward to stepping aside and allowing others to 

step forward to serve. 

 The CA-NV Chapter Membership Committee is a 

rewarding job with the opportunity to learn the names of all the 

chapter members. 

 The goal is to complete the passing along of  the 

membership chair transition by August 2013. 

 There are eight different aspects of the committee work. 

One person, as done in the past, or several members 

accepting a portion of the responsibility, could accomplish 

them. 

 To accomplish the following five tasks, you need to 

have an email account and be able to work with the 

computer Excel program.  

 Maintain an accurate, up-to-date Excel 

spreadsheet of paid chapter members. 

 Email the chapter membership list to the chapter 

board, officers, and chapter website coordinator 

quarterly or when requested. 

 Review membership monthly report from OCTA 

Headquarters. 

 Provide the editor of Trail Talk the information in 

the established format for mailing list three times 

a year. 

 Provide the CA-NV Chapter Board/Officers with a 

simple chapter membership report for all chapter 

general and chapter board meetings, and when 

requested. 

 To accomplish the following three tasks, you need 

only have an email account to receive necessary 

membership information.  

 Form letters and notes are preprinted. The chapter 

provides materials and postage directly, or by 

reimbursement. 

 Mail welcome materials to new chapter 

members. 

 Mail invitations to new OCTA members living in 

CA-NV geographical area to join the chapter. 

 Mail reminders to chapter members with expired 

chapter memberships and send chapter dues 

billing reminders each year to OCTA Life 

Members in January. 

 One of the committee members is Jim Moorman. He 

personally phones each new member to chat with them 

about the chapter offerings and to discover their interests. 

It helps the activities chair know what to plan for the 

coming year. 

 Mary Ann has more detailed “how-to” for each task 

and can explain how each task supports another. 

 Anyone interested in taking on one or more of these 

tasks and wanting information that is more detailed, 

contact Mary Ann at 209.296.7242 or, annamae1846 

@gmail.com.  She will be glad to work with you.  ~ 
 
 
 
 

mailto:canvocta@gmail.com
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THE ANNUAL BLM SURVEY IN THE NCA ON THE 
APPLEGATE TRAIL BETWEEN QUINN RIVER AND BLACK ROCK, JUNE 20 - 23 

 

[Kathy Ataman, BLM archaeologist for NCA, & Don Buck, volunteer coordinator.] 
 

 After last June’s very successful survey of a segment of the Applegate Trail and later Humboldt Wagon Road leading to Mud 
Meadow, we inventoried possible additional Applegate Trail segments for future BLM surveys within the National Conservation Area.   
We decided on surveying sections of the playa and sand dune area between the Quinn River and Black Rock Springs for any evidence of 
emigrant wagon or livestock remains (between Trails West markers A-13 & A-14).  Finding any evidence could indicate the wagon travel 
route in this area which at the present time is known only approximately.   
 The following four emigrant diary accounts, written after arriving at Black Rock Springs, give us a glint of what it looked like back 
then and what might remain under those sands. 

 
In the morning we passed innumerable hillocks or small cones of sand, from five to eight feet in height. … on close 
examination, they proved to be drifts of sand, in which a sage bush formed the nucleus.  Not a vestige of the shrub was 
to be seen but its thick bushy top embedded in the sand, retained the mass in place.       – George Edward Hayes, 
Sep. 4, 1849  

 
Here we found a great number of small hillocks which seemed to be a heap of ashes only as it seemed to be almost 
imposable to assend one of them on account of sinking so deep in its surface    they appeared to be very numerous and 
of all sises    I looked at these and thought that I was gasing on a desart similar to the great Shirah desart of Africa 

 – Philip Castleman, Sep. 6, 1849 
 

We passed upwards of thirty wagons to day that were left on this desert in 1849 & Bones of hundred of Cattle & 
Blacksmith tools, saw mill Saws & Different kind of machinery &c. 

 – Solomon Kingery, July 31, 1852   
 

this desert has been a great place for the loss of wagons and stocke; we have passed the irons of at least 50 waggons 
some of which had been costly ironed    all of the wagons had been burnt; the bones of cattle lay stroad all along the 
road; I would say from 500 to 800 carcases old and new ones            – James Bardin, July 
27, 1855  

 
 Because of the scope of this trail mapping project, we’ll need two plus days in the field (Fri., Sat., and possibly Sun. morn ing).  The 
plan is to rendezvous Thursday afternoon (June 20) at 2:00 P.M. at Black Rock Station (the BLM administrative center just outside 
Gerlach).   
 We’ll then caravan across the Black Rock Desert playa to Black Rock Springs.  There are several possible camping sites near Black 
Rock which will be determined at a later date.  You’ll need a 4WD vehicle to reach our destination and work in the survey area.  As usual, 
you’ll need to provide your own water and food.  A portable latrine will be provided by the BLM.  On Saturday evening, we’ll have the 
traditional potluck, featuring Dutch-oven meatloaf by our BLM hosts.   
 For planning and organizing purposes, please let coordinator Don Buck know as soon as possible four things:  (1) If you are coming, 
(2) for which days, (3) if you will travel in the caravan from Black Rock Station Thursday afternoon, and (4) if you will bring a metal 
detector.  (Don Buck’s e-mail:  trailbuck@gmail.com ) 
 When we know who will be attending the survey, we’ll send out future announcements confirming the schedule of activities and 
camping area.  After last June’s very successful survey of a segment of the Applegate Trail and later Humboldt Wagon Road leading to 
Mud Meadow, we inventoried possible additional Applegate Trail segments for future BLM surveys within the National Conservation 
Area.  We decided on surveying sections of the playa and sand dune area between the Quinn River and Black Rock Springs for any 
evidence of emigrant wagon or livestock remains (between Trails West markers A-13 & A-14).  Finding any evidence could indicate the 

wagon travel route in this area which at the present time is known only approximately.  ~ 
  

Caples Lake Sign Dedication July 9 
  

 On April 22, 2005, $8,000 was appropriated by the board of California-Nevada (CA-NV) Chapter of the Oregon California Trails Association 
(OCTA) to install seven interpretive signs at important locations in the Carson Pass and Hope Valley areas, along California State Route 88.  
Chapter member Frank Tortorich worked closely with the National Park Service (NPS), the Eldorado National Forest and the Humboldt-Toiyabe 
National Forest to bring this project to reality.   After eight years and two funding increases, the project is finally completed. A total of $12,000 was 
appropriated, however only $10,000 was spent.  The NPS took the responsibility for having the signs constructed, Frank Tortorich provided the 
historical background  for the text, and volunteers from the CA-NV Chapter provided the labor to install the seven signs. The purpose of the 
interpretive signs is to inform visitors of the significance and importance this area.    (Next page) 

mailto:trailbuck@gmail.com
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 (Caples cont.)  It is the goal of OCTA to protect and preserve our rich pioneer history through information and education.  These seven signs 
are to help further that goal.  On Tuesday, July 9, 2013, at 11:00 a.m., the CA-NV Chapter will be hosting a dedication and celebration of the 
completion of this project.  The location of the project dedication will be held at the site of the sixth and seventh sign at the El Dorado Irrigation 
District Caples Lake boat launching facility, California State Highway 88.   
 This facility, completed in June of 2010, was constructed in cooperation with and with grant monies provided by the Eldorado National Forest - 
$280,000; the El Dorado Irrigation District - $610,000; and California Department of Boating and Waterways - $1.6 million.  A complimentary lunch 
will be served after the dedication, so please let us know if you will be able to join our celebration by RSVP by Monday, July 1, 2013.  Contact John 
Winner, 530.622.5636, or at canvocta@gmail.com or Frank Tortorich, 209.296.7242 or ftortorich@volcano.net.  ~ 
 

Chapter Awards 2013 Oroville Symposium 

 Norine Kimmy 

 Once a year our chapter presents awards in recognition of trail 

preservation and/or service to our CA-NV Chapter. The two categories 

are: Certificates of Achievement which are given in recognition of 

specific contributions, and the Lifetime Achievement Award honoring 

long-term service to our chapter. One additional award, the Senior Trail 

Boss Award, is selected by our president and is presented at the 

ceremony.  

 This year at the Oroville Symposium the Awards Committee 

selected seven recipients to receive Certificates of Appreciation. Since 

Fran Taplin was unable to attend, Tom Fee and Norine Kimmy 

distributed the awards. Photographers were Jim Moorman and Steve 

Knight.    

 To start off the evening, Tom Fee gave Dick Waugh a Certificate 

of Achievement in recognition of his service organizing the Oroville 

Symposium.   

 Michael Trueblood was 

recognized for his dedicated service 

to our chapter as a member of the 

Board of Directors. Fran Taplin, a 

long time member of our 

organization, received recognition for 

her service on the Awards Committee 

and for being Co-chair of the Eureka 

Symposium. Arrangements were 

made to deliver their Certificates of 

Achievement since neither Michael 

nor Fran were able to attend.  

 Caelan Mayberry decided his 

Eagle Scout project would be to mark 

the Emigrant Trail: Carson River                                

        Dick Waugh       Route through an area North of Soda 

Lake and Ragtown; it is an area where visitors have been known to 

wander off the trail into danger from hot steam pipes. Each sign that 

Caelan installed was bolted and welded to seven-foot pipes cemented in 

the ground. His certificate reads: For Significant Service to Trails 

Preservation In Organizing the Marking of a Portion of The Carson  

Branch of the California Trail.Caelan, now a college student in 

Pennsylvania, was unable to attend; Jim Moorman accepted his award.  

          

 

 Following the presentation 

for Caelan, Jim and Denise 

Moorman were given a 

Certificate of Appreciation For 

Dedicated Service to Trails 

Preservation In Organizing the 

Annual Fernley Swales Cleanup 

and the Fernley Swales 

Easement Photo Monitoring, 

And for Placing Carsonite 

Markers on the Truckee Trail.   

 
Denise & Jim Moorman 

 Nancy Fee, who for years 

has printed the awards on her 

computer, was given a 

Certificate of Appreciation for 

her service. Tom, Nancy’s 

brother, said Nancy had 

indicated in the past that the 

background she liked best was 

entitled, Wagon Heading Down 

Hill, so that background was 

used for her. While Nancy 

printed out all of the other 

certificates for the Oroville 

Symposium, arrangements were 

made for her certificate to be 

printed elsewhere. Tom will 

deliver her Certificate of 

Appreciation to Nancy. 
  (Continued page 6) 

mailto:canvocta@gmail.com
mailto:ftortorich@volcano.net
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 John Winner announced that 

Dee and Glen Owens were 

selected for The Senior Trail 

Boss Award in recognition of 

their Significant Service to the 

CA-NV Chapter and Tireless 

Dedication to Trail Location, 

Mapping, and Preservation.  

 

 Glen & Dee Owens 

         

            

 Tom Fee revealed that Carol and 
Hugh March were recipients of The 

Lifetime Achievement Award. Their 

plaque states that For Their Untiring 

Efforts in Promoting the Goals of 

OCTA And For Many Years of 

Volunteer Service To the 

 

 

 After the excitement dies 

down, the Awards Committee 

begins the search for next year’s 

recipients. Do you know of 

someone who should  

be given recognition? As you 

take part in our chapter 

activities, perhaps you will find 

someone who deserves an 

award. If so, just submit their 

name to the Awards Committee. 

                       ~ 

California-Nevada Chapter – Carol 

for Treasurer & Secretary, Hugh for 

Risk Management & Audit Committees 

were presented April 27, 2013 with a 

Lifetime Achievement Award. 

  

 Carol & Hugh March 

 
 

  
(Continued from page 1 – Burnett Cutoff) 
 He followed the Applegate Trail to the area of Tule Lake, then leaving the Applegate at Bloody Point, cut south on a 
route that may have been the path of John C. Fremont in the early 1846  part of the Hudson’s Bay Company Trail.  
Burnett later wrote, “We followed the Applegate route to Klamath Lake, where we left that road and took a southern 
direction.  Thomas McKay (Hudson’s Bay Company Guide), myself, and five others went on in advance of the wagons to  

discover the best route.”  Upon entering Big 
Valley, Burnett found fresh wagon tracks.  
“We came in sight of the Pitt River, a tributary 
of the Sacramento.  It was here but a small 
creek, with a valley about half a mile wide.  
When we approached near the stream, to our 
utter surprise and astonishment, we found a 
new wagon road. Who made this road we 
could not at first imagine. A considerable 
number of those coming to California with 
pack animals decided to follow our trail, rather 
than come by the usual pack route.”   
(Continued next page) 

                 Map of Oregon and Upper California by John C. Fremont, 1848 
 
  

DON’T FORGET TO 

VOTE FOR TWO  

CHAPTER BOARD 

MEMBERS.  
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(Burnett Cutoff) 

 These packers had overtaken us the preceding evening, and were with us when we discovered this new wagon road.  
It so happened that one of them had been in California, and knew old Peter Lassen.  This man was a sensible fellow, and at 
once gave it as his opinion that this road had been made by a small party of immigrants whom Lassen had persuaded to 
come to California by a new route that would enter the great valley of the Sacramento at or near Lassen’s rancho.  This 
conjectural explanation proved to be the true one.” 
 A few days later Burnett and his group found Lassen and his party out of food and unable to cut the road through the 
heavy timber.  “We had not proceeded many miles, after entering this body of timber, before I saw a large, newly blazed 
pine tree standing near the road.  Approaching I found these words marked in pencil: “Look under a stone below for a 
letter.”  It was a stone lying upon the surface of the ground and partly embedded in it.  It had been removed, the letter 
placed in its bed, and then replaced.  No Indian would ever have thought of looking under that stone for anything. I did as 
directed, and found a letter addressed to me by my old friend and law-partner in Oregon City, A. L.  Lovejoy, Esq., one of 
the packers who had gone ahead of us.  The letter stated that they had overtaken old Peter Lassen and a portion of his 
party, half starved.” 
 Eight days after coming across the new wagon road Burnett’s group met up with Lassen’s party. At this point the 
Lassen wagons had been cut down to two wheel carts.  Travel was difficult due to the heavy timber.   
Burnett wrote, “Lassen and our pilot followed the trail of the packers for some twenty or thirty miles, as it passed over good 
ground, but through heavy timber.  We had from sixty to eighty stout men to open the road, while the others were left to 
drive the teams.  We plied our axes with skill, vigor and success, and opened the route about as fast as the teams could 
well follow to Lassen’s Rancho.  By doing so saved a great many lives and more hardships.” 
 Peter Burnett later estimated that two thirds of the male population of Oregon left for the gold fields.  Samuel Hancock, 
in Bancroft’s Works Volume 30, described the later use of the trail, “The exodus thus begun continued as long as weather 
permitted, and until several thousand had left Oregon by land and sea. The second wagon company of twenty ox-teams and 
twenty-five men was from Puget Sound, and but a few days behind the first while the old fur-hunters' trail west of the sierra 
swarmed with pack-trains all the autumn. Their first resort was Yuba River…”                                                                      
 So with Burnett’s help, the Lassen Trail was opened and Burnett’s Cutoff connected the gold fields of California with 
the Applegate Trail to Oregon. Since the Burnett Cutoff was the only wagon route from Oregon to California at the time, it is 
quite likely that this route was heavily used until 1856 when the Lockhart Wagon Road was opened from Yreka to Shasta 
City.    

In California, Burnett served as the attorney and general agent to John A. Sutter, Jr.  He was 

elected to the legislative assembly, appointed judge of the Superior Tribunal in August of 1849, 

and helped frame the state constitution.  In September, he was chosen Chief Justice, and on the 

thirteenth of November, 1849, he became the first elected governor of California. Burnett served 

as the Governor of California from December 20, 1849 to January 9, 1851, when he resigned. He 

served on the California Supreme Court from 1857 to 1858, and in 1863 he became the president 

of the Pacific Bank.  He died in 1895 in San Francisco and is buried at the Santa Clara Mission. ~ 

 
 Peter Burnett quotes are from: Recollections and Opinions of an Old Pioneer, Peter 

Hardeman Burnett, New York: D. Appleton and Company,1880.  Available online at: 
http://books.google.com/books/about/Recollections_and_Opinions_of_an_Old_Pio.html?id=_WwQKAlevGkC 
 
 
 
 

   MEMBERSHIP CHAIR-VOLUNTEERS 

NEEDED!  SEE PAGE 3 FOR DETAILS 

http://books.google.com/books/about/Recollections_and_Opinions_of_an_Old_Pio.html?id=_WwQKAlevGkC
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CARSONITES INSTALLED ON THE YREKA TRAIL  By Bob Evanhoe 
 

The rescheduled installation of Carsonite markers on portions of the Yreka Trail met with excellent weather conditions 
on May 13 and 14 this spring.  

A group of 10 people met in the vicinity of Sheep Rock to place OCTA Carsonite markers on selected BLM portions 
where the trail rounds the Rock and drops into Shasta Valley. Bob Evanhoe coordinated the effort, with previously flagged 
locations established by BLM Archaeologist Eric Ritter and retired BLM OCTA member Joe Moltor. Eric and Joe each 
supervised a group of enthusiastic volunteers which included John Winner, Lee Dummel, Denise & Jim Moorman, Kate 
Brackett, Susan Tebbe and BLM intern Bennie Davidson. 

The BLM parcels are all surrounded by private property so access tended to be somewhat circuitous and at the mercy 
of the owners. One owner had actually locked a gate on the historic livestock-drive trail and explained that “there’s only one 

rancher who uses it anymore.” 
A total of 41 markers were set over the two-day period, 

all being GPSed in both NAD27 and WS84 datums. 
(For those who have not experienced the privilege and 

pleasure of installing Carsonite markers, be advised that the 
custom driver weighs 22 pounds and is often preceded by the 
use of a pilot probe which scales in at 30 pounds. Both are 
operated like a fence post driver. The greatest effort is 
expended in removing the probe when one must work against 
the 30 pounds with upward thrusts!) 

Virginia Parks and Bob hosted the group Monday night in 
Yreka where the fare was pizza and salad with various 
libations, augmented by the Winner contributions from El 
Dorado County. A special feature of the evening was a visit by 
Orsola and Richard Silva, who provided details on the history 
of the various trails through Siskiyou County. Copies of 
their—along with Keith Arnold’s—original YT trail 
coordinates, confirmed the locations of the current markings. 

There will be more such installations in the future as we  
fill in spaces between the 20 rail markers installed by Trails 
West in 2009. These cover the Yreka Trail from where it 
branches off the Applegate near Lower Klamath Lake, to its 
destination in Yreka.  ~ 

 

  
    

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHAPTER DUES STRUCTURE 
Individual Membership: $10, Family Membership: $15, Sustaining Membership: $35 

Family Memberships receive 2 ballots, Sustaining receives 2 ballots with two names. 
Your National and Chapter dues are paid to National.  You will get a renewal notice from them. 

themthem.  New-Renew info at: www.octa-trails.org 

http://www.octa-trails.org/
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SUPPORT OUR OCTA COLLECTION AT THE CALIFORNIA STATE LIBRARY 
 WITH A MEMBERSHIP TO THE CSL FOUNDATION 

by Don Buck, Chair, Library Committee 
 

You may know that since 2001, the CA-NV Chapter has sponsored a Western Overland Trails Collection (WOTC) at the 
Special Collections Branch of the California State Library in Sacramento.  You may not know, however, that this “OCTA collection” (the 
short name for WOTC) needs financial support to continue growing.    

Presently, there are close to 1,000 publications cataloged in WOTC.  Gary Kurutz, the Executive Director of the California 
State Library Foundation, has been purchasing publications for this OCTA collection.  From time to time, Don Buck sends Gary 
recommendations for new publications to purchase that focus on the westward migration.  Gary would like to use this source to acquire 
original documents, like emigrant letters or even diaries.  The CSL Foundation is the independent philanthropic partner of the CSL and 
is a 501(c) 3 nonprofit public charity organization.   

The funding for purchasing publications and documents for WOTC comes out of the California State Library Foundation’s 
special “OCTA Fund” established a few years ago.  Because the discretionary funds for purchasing items for the Special Collections 
Branch of the state library, through the normal state budgeting process, has dried up, Gary now has to rely exclusively on the “OCTA 
Fund” for purchasing anything for WOTC.   

Funding for WOTC comes from several sources:  sale of book donations to the chapter, the annual chapter contribution of 
$500, and donations to the CSL Foundation “OCTA Fund” through new and renewed memberships.  With the dearth of book donations 
and lack of support through the state budget process, this Foundation donation category has become increasingly important for 
supporting WOTC.   

I can’t over emphasize how important research is in determining the location of emigrant trails and their evolving history.  
Think of all those emigrant diary accounts that have to be studied.  And that means the availability of library research collections.  
Fortunately, our chapter OCTA collection is held by one of the three main trail research libraries in California.  That’s where you and the 
CSL Foundation can connect.     

When joining the CSL Foundation, you select the membership rate desired, similar to OCTA membership levels, and then 
select which category you want your membership to support.  One of these contributor categories is listed as “Oregon-California Trails 
Association” or similar wording.  When I renew my Foundation membership, that’s where my contribution goes.  In the long run, 
Foundation memberships dedicated to the OCTA category will be the only way to fully sustain our OCTA Collection.   

Here’s how you can become a Foundation member and also receive the handsome Foundation quarterly Bulletin.  This 
quarterly magazine features important new and old collections held by the Special Collections Branch.  For more on the CSL 
Foundation and Bulletin, check their website at www.cslfdn.org.  You can join the Foundation online at their website but you’ll need to 
specify that you desire your contribution to go to the OCTA category.  Perhaps the easiest way is to contact Don Buck (at 
trailbuck@gmail.com or 408-739-8521) with your mailing address and he’ll send you a very simple self-addressed Foundation 
membership envelope.   

Thanks so much for joining in our chapter support of the Western Overland Trails Collection at the California State Library. 
 

 
 

MOVING? 
  CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS? 

 

PLEASE send your new address to the attention of Membership Chair, 
Frank Tortorich, as soon as possible at: 

 

CANVOCTA@GMAIL.COM 
 

The Postal Service DOES NOT forward Ballots or TRAIL TALK. 
It is returned to the Chapter which must pay 46 cents for that 

‘privilege’ – no options here. 
 

http://www.cslfdn.org/
mailto:trailbuck@gmail.com
mailto:CANVOCTA@GMAIL.COM
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Submitting Trail Talk Articles 
 

 The editorial board of TRAIL TALK appreciates the articles that are sent in by members.  This 

newsletter would have a hard time existing without your input and interest -- thank you. 

 We, who assemble TRAIL TALK, put in many hours and days getting the newsletter together. We are 

always looking for ways to decrease the time spent publishing, printing and mailing. 

 For those of you sending in electronic articles, we request that you submit them single spaced with 

indented paragraphs in WORD. 

       No spaces between paragraphs, please.  Take time to read before submitting; checking for grammar 

and spelling errors. 

   This will help us get TRAIL TALK out in a more efficient manner, thanks.   
 
 

SCENES FROM THE OROVILLE CHAPTER            

 SYMPOSIUM 
Photos by Jim Moorman & Dave Hollecker      

Friday afternoon, Chapter members began to arrive at the Feather Falls Resort and 
Casino.  Some attended the Chapter board meeting held in the afternoon.  In the evening, a 
reception and registration was held for participants.   

 Saturday morning had members boarding a 
couple of buses for a local tour around Oroville.  The first 

stop was at the Pioneer Museum where we enjoyed a 
continental breakfast and viewed trail artifacts. 

We then boarded the buses to Oroville Dam where 

Dick Waugh explained to the ‘flock’ the history of the 
area and about the Beckwourth trail that was under the 
waters of Lake Oroville. 

 
 

 
From Oroville Dam, the 

assembled boarded the buses to Bidwell 

Marina State Park. 

During our ride on the buses, we 

had a chance to learn about some of the 
history of Oroville and view some of the 

older neighborhoods.  Oroville has 
retained the character of a community 

that hasn’t bought the notion that newer and the latest is the best way to go; like, quaint.  

On the way, we passed a museum of tools.  Didn’t stop, but for guys, a definite stop, 
sometime, at ‘Bolt’s Antique Tool Museum’.                       (Next page) 
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We arrived at the Marina and had a 
chance to look at a historic suspension 

bridge, try our hand at panning gold (you 
couldn’t keep what you panned) and enjoyed 
a nice lunch under the trees. 

After lunch, we returned to the hotel and 
had our General Membership meeting.  Board 
candidates gave a few minutes on why we should 

vote for them.  Good Luck, candidates! 
The afternoon was taken over by our scheduled speakers followed by a terrific buffet 

and our dinner speaker, Jaime Moore and his topic was on historic graffiti.  The 
symposium continued into Sunday morning with additional speakers until 1pm when we 
bid Oroville goodbye.  ~ 

 

                           
Jaime Moore also spoke on La Porte and other mining town cemeteries, David Dewey on steamships and 

steam boats in California, Larry Mauch on the relationships between Indians and settlers, Lee Drummel 
spoke on the firearms of Emigrants and George Thompson on the CSUC Meriam Library Special Collections. 

Jaime Moore 

David Dewey Larry Mauch 

Graham Carter                   Lee Drummel 
George Thompson 
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CALIFORNIA-NEVADA CHAPTER 
OREGON-CALIFORNIA TRAILS ASSOCIATION 
870 ATLAS CT. 
RENO, NEVADA  89512 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                        
                                                                                                       
                                                                                                     
 
                                                                                                        

                
TRAIL TALK IS PUBLISHED 

THREE TIMES A YEAR. 
   DEADLINES FOR ARTICLES AND NOTICES 

ARE: 
SEPTEMBER 25, 2013 
  FEBRUARY 1, 2014 

MAY 15, 2014  

SUBMISSIONS: canvocta@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Email address 

  for Trail Talk submissions, 

Inquiries or Membership 

questions, contact us at: 

CANVOCTA@GMAIL.COM 
 

        Also visit our Chapter web site:            

                     CANVOCTA.ORG 

                        TRAIL TALK INDEX  

BURNETT CUT-OFF…………………………...……………………….…... PG 1 
ACTIVITIES CALENDAR…………………………………………….……. PG 1 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE………………………………………………..… PG 2 

CHAPTER DIRECTORY……………………………………………………. PG 2 

MEMBERSHIP VOLUNTEERS……………...………..…………………. PG 3 

BLM SURVEY……………………………….……………....………………... PG 4 

CAPLES LAKE DEDICATION……………………….…..………………. PG 4 

CHAPTER AWARDS…………………….….……………………...………. PG 5 

CARSONITES ON THE YREKA……..…..……………………………….PG 8 

CAL STATE LIBRARY OCTA COLLECTION…………..……………PG 8 

SCENES FROM OROVILLE…………………………………………..….PG 10 

 

 

PG 

NON-PROFIT 
U. S. POSTAGE 
PAID 
RENO, NV 
PERMIT 752 

mailto:CANVOCTA@GMAIL.COM

