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Number 107                            Spring 2018 

CA-NV Chapter OCTA 

Meeting and Symposium, April 27, 28 and 29 th, 2018 

Fernley and Fallon, Nevada 

Friday, April 27th …………is the OCTA Board meeting at the Fernley Government Offices, 595 Silver 
Lace Blvd. Fernley, NV, 9:00 to 3:00, lunch to be determined. President’s reception wine and cheese. Loca-
tion and details to be determined. 

Sunday, April 29th. …………… will be tours of trail sites on the 40 mile desert, or Naval Air Station (NAS) 
Fallon.  Then both tours will meet for lunch at Grimes Point Archeology Site with a private tour of the 
Grimes Point Hidden Cave. 
 

The Forty Mile Desert, a 40 mile stretch of alkali desert that even today 
offers only greasewood for fodder and occasional sulfurous, boiling 
springs for drinking water, had to be crossed whether you were taking 
the Carson River route or the Truckee River route. The average day’s 
travel had been around 16 miles; the wagon trains now crawled across 
the desert floor covering half that distance in a day. Water supplies that 
should have sufficed were drained long before the desert began to turn 
grassy and food was rationed to mere mouthfuls.  Many simply did not 
have the supplies or strength to survive this great hurdle on the route to 
California and their journey ended here in the Forty Mile Desert.  

Saturday, April 28th at 9:00 am………… is the chapter dedica-
tion of the Fernley Swales kiosk in Fernley.  Then travel to the 
Churchill County Museum by 11:00am for a continental break-
fast, day of speakers, lunch and a chapter meeting. The speakers 
include Bill Adams on the 40 mile desert, Lee Dummel on 
Fremont’s cannon and a Nevada Pony Express Association 
speaker.  Welcoming remarks by museum and Fallon Chamber 
of Commerce representatives. Dinner and awards starting at 6:00 

pm at the Stockman’s Casino. 

See Last Page for Registration Form 
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CA-NV Board of Directors and Officers: 

Dick Waugh, President 
 camalobo@comcast.net 

Steve Shaw, Vice President 
 stedon@pacific.net 

Phyllis Smith, Treasurer 
 phylesmith@aol.com 

Kathy Koester, Secretary 
 kkoester@fastkat.com 

Additional Directors: 

Steve Knight 
 1knightsc@gmail.com 

Ken Johnston 
 kljstn@msn.com 

Dave Smythe 
 david.smythe@sbcglobal.net 

Duane Jones 
 dhjones@citlink.net 

Mark Wilson, Past  President 
 wwht@sbcglobal.net 

Publications:  

Trail Talk :  

Bob Evanhoe - Acting Editor 
Phyllis Smith - Assistant Editor 
Dee Owens - Acting Compositor 

Email: canvocta@gmail.com 

Website: www.canvocta.org 

Dee Owens—Webmaster 

 

AWARD  NOMINATIONS 

By Norine Kimmy 
 

Do you know someone deserv-
ing recognition? The CA-NV Chap-
ter of OCTA is accepting nomina-
tions for awards. It is an opportunity 
to honor five or six chapter mem-
bers and thank them for their contri-
bution.   

Our chapter presents awards in recognition 
of trail preservation and/or service to our CA-
NV Chapter. The two categories are: a Certifi-
cate of Appreciation, which is given to 
acknowledge specific contributions, and the 
Lifetime Achievement Award honoring long-term 
service to our chapter. A business entity or an 
individual, who is not a member of OCTA, is 
entitled to be the recipient of a Certificate of Ap-
preciation.  

All it takes to nominate a worthy individu-
al is a letter containing information on the nomi-
nee's service that merits award consideration. 
Please let us know what they have done so we 
can acknowledge it during the presentation. 
Nominations must be received by April 4, 2018 
or ASAP. Letters of Nomination should be 
sent to Awards Committee chairperson Norine 
Kimmy, 1437 Piedmont Rd. San Jose, CA 
95132, or email nkimmy@sbcglobal.net.  

Awards and Certificates of Appreciation 
will be presented April 28 during the chapter’s 
“Ragtown Symposium” banquet in Churchill 
County Museum, Nevada. 
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Along the trail… 
 

The CA-NV Chapter was well represented in Gila Bend, AZ at the National Mid-Year board meeting 
and the symposium that followed. Some twelve Chapter members gathered informally after the board meeting 
to provide guidance for the newsletter moving forward after the passing of Dave Hollecker. We also shared 
current activities and what was on the horizon for this season and beyond. 
 

The CA-NV Board will be meeting Friday April 17, 2018, at Fernley City Hall in conjunction with the 
Chapter Spring Symposium. All members are urged to attend and participate. If you have ideas, questions or 
need information, reach out to a Board member! 
 

Nevada Chapter members have been energetic in taking on projects along the California Trail. A Has-
tings Cutoff Mapping Group has been formed and trained in MET Mapping. Also, members have been work-
ing on obtaining permits from the USFS and BLM to work on the Cutoff Trail corridor.  Preliminary work has 
begun on the Hot Hole Project in cooperation with the City of Elko. The chapter is also working on getting a 
grant to hold a community meeting input and design workshop for the Fernley Sand Swales this fall.  A side 
note: Thanks to a generous donation from Teribble’s Casino in Fernley, the Chapter will be posting No Dump-
ing and Private Property signs at the Swales.  A Boy Scout troop has shown interest, and arrangements are be-
ing made to include them in a project. 
 

The 2020 Elko OCTA National Convention Committee, led by Chairperson Helen Hankins, has 17 
committee chairmen in place and have held several meetings, including one on February 27th to determine a 
theme for the event. 
 

Kudos to Dee Owens who has been giving presentations to groups in her area of Placerville. She has 
been scheduled to be a presenter to the California Geographical Society Conference at Cosumnes River Col-
lege in Sacramento on April 27th.   Other members have been giving talks and presentations in the communi-
ties throughout the chapter. If you have a group looking for a presentation, contact me and I will see if we can 
arrange a speaker! 
 

As we anticipated, governmental agencies and utilities are out in force working on numerous projects. 
Chapter Preservation Officer, John Winner, along with other members, have been monitoring projects with 
possible impacts on the Carson and California Trails. A new request was received from the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs for input on a solar farm on the Battle Mountain Indian Colony along I-80. The chapter has requested 
we participate in the project as a stakeholder. The Nevada Department of Transportation has requested another 
permit from BLM to open an additional gravel pit west of Highway 439 along US 50 near Stagecoach. 
 

There is a lot happening, and at times, I don’t keep up with all that is going on or get the info out to the 
group. Feel free to reach out to me to get information and be sure to check the website! See you out on the 
trail! 

Dick Waugh, President 

GRIMES POINT/HIDDEN CAVE  

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE 

Hidden Cave is an archaeological site which was listed on the National Register of His-

toric Places in 1972 as part of Grimes Point. The cave itself was formed around 21,000 

years ago by the waves of rising Pleistocene Lake Lahontan. In the mid-1920s, the cave 

was found by four school boys, the first 20th century humans to do so. The cave has 

been excavated by archaeologists three times: once in 1940, again in 1951, and finally a 

large excavation in 1979-1980 by the American Museum of Natural History. A high 

proportion of the artifacts found in Hidden Cave were unbroken and arranged in con-

centrations. That led to the conclusion that 3,500 to 3,800 years ago people used the 

cave more as a cache (a place to store objects for later) than for habitation.  

Symposium Tour 
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A New Year’s Hike 
Introduction by Dee Owens 

Blog by Shirley Harman 

Recently a friend of mine mentioned that she was interested in hiking on an emigrant trail.  On New Year’s 
Day Annie Walker, Shirley Harman and I explored a couple of miles on the Carson Route off Mormon Emi-
grant Trail in El Dorado County.  Shirley is a photographer and has a blog with her beautiful pictures of na-
ture and her dogs.  Annie is a botanist and has surveyed and hiked all corners of the forest.  We had our five 
dogs with us and everyone had a great time.  Below is Shirley’s blog about our hike. Take a look at her blog at 
http://sixdogsstudios.com to see her beautiful photographs and adventures.   

I think there should be more segments of trails available for hiking so, as Shirley states below, the public can 
“walk in the footsteps of those who have gone before us” and have a greater understanding of the largest mi-
gration in American history.   

Even the most imaginative physicists agree: we can’t travel back in time.* 

But we can trace the trails and walk in the footsteps of those who have gone before us. People have been 
tromping around on this big ball of dirt for a few million years now as it zooms along in its orbit around the 
sun. Nowadays hip earth travelers practice “Leave-No-Trace” protocols, but it wasn’t always that way. 

 

 

 

 

 

For me it was a great excuse to be out wandering around the forest on a beautiful day! If we found some 
object or clue suggesting someone else had wandered the same ridge 160 years ago, perhaps on an equally 
beautiful day, perhaps with equally wonderful friends and their furry companions, it only added to the mag-
ic. 

 

On New Years Day my friends Annie and Dee and I, along with 
our respective furry friends, traced the tracks of some early mi-
grants to El Dorado County. Dee is a historian and has a passion 
for walking on old wagon train trails, and Annie knows all of the 
backroads and special places of the Eldorado Forest. 

Between the two of them they’ve probably forgotten more than 
I’ll ever know about California history and landscape! But I’m 
good at finding my way through the woods. Well Lyssa is good 
at it, and I’m good at following her. (When in doubt, follow the 
dog.) 

Our destination was a piece of the Carson road between Iron 
Mountain Road and Union Hill, in the rolling foothills and forest 
east of Jenkinson Lake. Dee had some old maps and reference 
material from previous forest archaeologists, but mostly we just 
had to look around for road-like impressions in the dirt, or per-
haps some grooves in a boulder that might have been made by 
wagon wheels, or an artifact such as a cut nail or an old blaze on 
an old tree. 

Dee and Annie have forgotten more than 

I’ll ever know about a lot of things! 

http://sixdogsstudios.com
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Much of the trail has been chewed up by logging operations 
and OHV enthusiasts, especially at the beginning near the 
paved road of our era. Someday I hope the forest will re-
claim all of the tracks! 
 
Knowing that the emigrants liked to travel on hilltops and 
ridges so that they could see where they were going enabled 
us to find a lot of clues to suggest that we were following 
pretty much in their footsteps. Sometimes we just followed 
the dogs. 
 
In the end it was a really beautiful, fun day. Oh, and we did 
find this: a hand forged nail from the 19th century. 

That was cool! I took a picture of it because we had to 
leave the nail where we found it. Dee dug a little hole and 
buried it like a seed in the soil to inspire a future genera-
tion to remember those who walked here before them, 
and to honor those who will come later. I hope it grows. 

Have a good hike, Shirley 

*Unless of course you have a time-turner 

CA-NV Recognizes Sustaining Members 

 The Chapter’s annual activities involve both new projects and continuing maintenance work. As more 
trails are mapped and marked, repairs to markers and interpretive panels of established trails are also required 
each year. These expenses come from our annual dues, and those of our sustaining members give us that extra 
boost to accommodate the increasing workload. Thanks to the following contributors: 
  
 John & Roseann Carpenter 
 Don & Nancy Henson-Clark 
 Larry & Loretta Dold 
 Bob Evanhoe 
 Joyce Everett 
 Curtis & Nancy Grant 
 Glenn Hadley 
 Dr. E. Scott Hendricks 
 Linda & Larry Lacey 
 Steven Larmore 
 Eric Lauha 
 Hugh & Carol March 
 Karen March 
   
  

 Dublin Heights Ranch, LLC 
 Carolyn & Gordon McGregor 
 Jack Kelly & Vauna Pipal 
 Dan & Kathleen Prout 
 Catherine Rice 
 Jeanette Roberts 
 Jack & Merle Rouleau 
 Sue Sesnon Salt 
 David & Shirley Smythe 
 Fran Taplin 
 Kathy Hardy-Ungardi 
 John & Susan Winner 
 Dick & Joan Young 

Looking for scratches on the rock. 

A hand forged nail from around 1860.  
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And We Remember . . . . .  

        

 

He and I became good friends during the Reno 

convention; I learned more about OCTA and the trails from him 

than any other source...also got a lotta corrections for the info I had 

picked up elsewhere .  

Bob Evanhoe 

Dave Hollecker 
It was fairly common on 

the second night of a 

three day Trails West 

working trip to have a 

social and potluck while 

dry camped on a remote 

section of the trail.  Once 

camp was established for 

the evening and the trail 

dust settled, members 

were actively washing up, 

preparing a potluck dish 

and listening to an odd 

hum coming from Dave 

Hollecker’s Mobile Palace 

(The odd hum I later 

found out was Dave tak-

ing a hot shower in his 

van).  After about twenty 

minutes, Dave would 

make his entrance from 

his van’s side sliding door 

looking fresh, dapperly 

dressed and holding a hot 

dish. 

Ed Otto 

 I was present with 
my spouse at the 
Fernley Swales 
cleanup in Septem-
ber.  I recall Dave 
being there when 
people were being 
introduced and per-
haps it was Dick 
Waugh shouted out 
that Dave had 
walked that whole 
trail whereupon 50-
60 people present 
cheered for Dave. 
 
Betty Crockford 

Dave Joined OCTA  

In August of 1988 

 

One thing you learn quickly as a leader in any organization is that people who voice 
their opinion are a challenge and a godsend. Dave was that guy. Too often things hap-
pen that if someone had stood up and spoke their mind there might have been a better 
outcome.  Many times he would share his thoughts, not always positive, with me about 
our Chapter's operations. I grew to respect and carefully consider his comments re-
gardless of where they landed on my comfort scale. 
 
I enjoyed working with Dave as our the editor of Trail Talk, in guiding the CA-NV 
chapter and, unfortunately, on too few trail outings. What a resource we have lost. 
 
I referred to Dave as a "character" when he was presented with the Chapter's Life 
Time Achievement Award last year. Webster's describes  character as the complex of 
mental and ethical traits marking and often individualizing a person. Like I 
said, Dave was that guy.   
 
Dick Waugh-President 
CA-NV Chapter-Oregon-California Trails Association  
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_________________________________________   _________________________________________AND 

First Name       Last Name 

 

_________________________________________________   ___________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________  ___________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address      City 

 

_________  _________  ____________________     ___________________  _____________________ 

State                Zip Code      Contact number (s)                                                                        Email 

 

                             Please indicate your dinner preference:         Beef                          Chicken                           Fish    

      At the time your reservation is received I will send you a comprehensive schedule of activities, time, places, ad-
dresses, maps, speakers, tour information and a complete menu.  Please remember that Fallon is a very small commu-

nity and doesn’t offer a lot of choices. Make SURE to enclose your contact information so you get everything. 

 Attendee’s Information 

Special hotel rates are available at Holiday Inn Express in Fallon. Use OCG code, or indicate you are with OCTA     
$114.00 nightly       775-428-2588.  Closing date is April 15, 2018 for group rates. This is adjacent to the Stock-
man’s Casino where the dinner is being held  There are other hotels that did not offer rates (Comfort Inn and 
a Best Western). Fallon RV, 5781 Reno Hwy. Fallon, is about 6 miles from the event. 

Deadline for registration is April 15, 2018.  For additional information or to make special needs arrangements 
please contact Steve or Patty Knight at 775-882-1488, 775-560-5958, 775-220-5525 or 1knightpa@gmail.com 

    

         $75.00 per attendee  x   _________number of attendee(s)  =  $____________________ enclosed 

 
                                         Please make checks payable to CA-NV  OCTA and send to : 
   CA-NV Chapter OCTA     Patty Knight         PO 1277       Carson City, NV  89702-1277 
 

Symposium Registration 

 

CA-NV Chapter OCTA 

Meeting and Symposium, April 27, 28 and 29 th, 2018 

Fernley and Fallon, Nevada 
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CALIFORNIA-NEVADA CHAPTER 

OREGON-CALIFORNIA TRAILS ASSOCIATION 

P.O. Box 1521 

Yreka, CA 96097  

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 Email address for TRAIL Talk 
            Submissions, Membership questions or  

Inquiries, contact us at: 

     canvocta@gmail.com  
Or 

   CA-NV OCTA Chapter 
 P.O. Box 1521 

  Yreka, CA 96097 

Also, visit our Chapter website: 

CANVOCTA.ORG 

2018 OCTA National Convention 

Ogden, Utah    August 6 –10, 2018       
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