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Hangtown Model A Club Tours Johnson’s Cutoff 

 

 
 

CA-NV Chapter President John Winner 
recently led the Hangtown Model A Club 
(Placerville, California) on a tour of a portion of 
the Johnson's Cutoff emigrant trail. 

On a pleasant Saturday morning in Pollock 
Pines, California, the Hangtown A's assembled 
their 80 year-old automobiles to tour a portion 
of the 160 year-old Johnson's Cutoff emigrant 
wagon road.  The tour stopped at several 
historic locations along the trail, including 
Union Hill, where the Johnson's Cutoff joined 
the Carson Route leading to several mining 
towns during the gold rush. 

 

      Leaving Union Hill, the caravan followed 
Old Carson Road to Fresh Pond, a camping 
stop for many early emigrants.  John Gibson 
spoke of Fresh Pond in his 1859 journal; 
"Camping place called Fresh Pond at the foot 
of Junction Hill, very long and steep. Hay         
3 1/2c  per pound."  John Powell, traveling with 
Gibson, had this to say; "Traveled 8 miles, our 
cattle are weak.  We worked but one yolk 
today.  We got some whiskey for the cattle and 
drank it ourselves.  It's the first I had for a long 
time."  

 

 
 
The tour continued east on highway 50 and 

then up Ice House Road and on to Granite 
Spring, another favorite camping spot for 
emigrant travelers.  After ‘nooning’ at Granite 
Springs, the tour continued to follow the 
Johnson's Cutoff west on Peavine Ridge to 
Telephone Ridge.  The tour concluded at the 
site of the 1855 Brockliss Bridge crossing of 
the South Fork of the American River. ~   
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2012 UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
 
Trails West Annual Banquet, Reno...........April 14 
CA-NV Symposium, Carson City......April 28 & 29 
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FROM THE DESK OF JOHN WINNER… 
CA-NV Board of Directors 

and Officers: 

John Winner, President 
swinner@dataentree.com 

Dick Young, Vice President 
jdyoung7557@att.net 

Zeke Sicotte, Treasurer 
zsicotte@aol.com  

 
Leslie Fryman, Preservation  

catrail44@gmail.com 

Carol March, Secretary  
chmarch@aol.com 

 
Additional Directors: 

 
Vince Correll 

vcorrell@sbcglobal.net 
Mark Wilson 

wwht@sbcglobal.net 
 

Mike Trueblood 
trueblood8282@yahoo.com 

Dave Hollecker 
mtgrizz@aol.com 

 
Bob Evanhoe, Past President 

yreka98bob@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 

Publications: 

Trail Talk Editorial Board: 
Dave Hollecker 
Bob Evanhoe 
Phyllis Smith 

 
Email: canvocta@gmail 

Website: www.canvocta.org 
Dee Owens, Editor 

Adam Welch, Webmaster 
 

E-News: the CA-NV Chapter offers rapid 
communication of announcements and 
chapter news via private email, through 
Google groups.  If you would like to be 

included in this group, email Dee Owens 
at: dgowens@comcast.net 

 

Susie and I recently returned from OCTA's 29th 
Annual National Convention in Rock Springs, Wyoming, 
hosted by the Wyoming OCTA Chapter.  As usual the 
convention provided an opportunity to experience a wide 
selection of activities from "Boots on the Ground" pre-
convention tours that included the Overland Trail, 
Cherokee Trail, Sublette Cutoff, Seminole Trail, 
California-Mormon Trail and Lander Cutoff.  There were 
bus tours to Pinedale, South Pass, Brown's Park and Fort 
Bridger.  The selection of topics and speakers, along with 
the convention workshops and social events, was a 
reflection of the planning and preparation by the 
Wyoming OCTA Chapter.  The CA-NV Chapter meeting 
was well-attended by over 50 chapter members as we 
covered a host of topics in the short time allotted to 
chapter meetings.  At the meeting we welcomed Mark 
Wilson as a new Board Member and provided retiring 
Board Member Frank Tortorich with a Certificate of 
Appreciation for his service on the Board.  

Closer to home, your CA-NV Chapter has been 
active with a number of chapter activities.  Ongoing trail 
mapping functions continue on the Yreka Trail, Henness 
Pass Road, Johnson's Cutoff, Beckwourth Trail and 
Grizzly Flat Cutoff.  On August 27th and 28th the chapter 
sponsored a Terrain Navigator Pro (TNP) mapping 
workshop and a round table discussion on the Mapping 
Emigrant Trails (MET) manual, both OCTA-sponsored 
programs.  The instructor for the mapping workshop was 
Stafford Hazelett, who guided the participants through the 
complex software of TNP.  Don Buck facilitated the group 
discussion on the past, present and future aspects of 
mapping emigrant trails and the MET manual.  The 
annual Carson Clean-up led by Frank Tortorich was held 
on September 12th and 13th.  A fun outing, centered 
around the family cabin of Dick and Joan Young in the 
Strawberry Track on Highway 50, was held September 
14th & 15th.  This chapter outing included hikes in and 
around the Slippery Ford area and the crossing of 
Pyramid Creek on the Johnson's Cutoff.  We also had 
dinner at Strawberry Lodge and an auto tour of the 
western portion of the Johnson's Cutoff. 

Mark your calendar for the CA-NV Chapter Spring 
Symposium, April 27, 28 & 29, 2012, in Carson City, 
Nevada.  Be sure to check the website, 
www.canvocta.org for chapter activities and vital 
information. 

More to come.................... 
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Terrain Navigator Pro 
Mapping Workshop in Carson City 

by Dee Owens 
 

The CA-NV Chapter sponsored a mapping workshop in Carson City on August 27th and 28th.   
The participants met at the Silver State Charter School in a large room with all the technology needed 
to follow along on our own computers as Saturday’s instructor, Stafford Hazelett, explained the 
complexities of Terrain Navigator Pro by Maptech, the mapping software adopted by OCTA.  The 
Sunday Roundtable Discussion on mapping and the MET manual was led by Don Buck.  

Many of us have been using Terrain Navigator Pro, but have not been able to utilize all the 
tools it provides.  Stafford did an outstanding job explaining how he uses the software not only to map 
the trail, but to discover the trail.  Using his discovery described in the article he wrote for the Oregon 
Historical Quarterly (Summer 2010), Stafford explained the process he followed using Terrain 
Navigator Pro.  The aerial photos and 3D capabilities of the program allowed him to close in on the 
spot that maps, diaries, and work on the ground could not find.  Relating the tools in the program to 
how he used them on an actual trail was both interesting and instructional. 

The discussion on Sunday, led by Don Buck, focused on the implementation and limits of 
OCTA’s current MET Program.  We discussed creating and organizing mapping teams for specific 
emigrant trails.  A lengthy discussion on the merits of hardcopy (7.5 min. USGS quads) versus 
electronic maps took a good part of the morning.  The MET manual’s trail classification was another 
topic of conversation.  Leslie Fryman introduced a trail landscape rating system using photos of the 
surrounding landscape along the trail as another means of trail documentation.  

At the end of the workshop everyone agreed that we learned a lot, but still have a ways to go.  
After the group has a chance to practice with Terrain Navigator Pro the hope is to have another 
opportunity to get together and share our new expertise.  Thanks to Steve and Patty Knight for 
providing the perfect facility for our meeting. ~ 

 
    Frank Tortorich Retires from Board 
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Chapter President, John Winner, presents retiring   
board member, Frank Tortorich, with the ‘President 
Recognition Award’.  

.  
 

 
 
 

CHANGES IN CHAPTER DUES STRUCTURE 
Individual Membership………$10 
Family Membership……….…$15 
Sustaining Membership…...…$35 

Family memberships receive 2 ballots 
Sustaining receive 2 ballots with two names. 

 
Your National and Chapter dues are paid to National.  

You will get a renewal notice from them. 
New-Renew info at: www.octa-trails.org

 
 
 

 
 
 



Wagon Trains 
Acquired from Spartacus Educational, UK 

 
In the 1830s some American politicians 

began to argue that the United States should 
absorb all of North America.  Lewis Linn, the 
senator for Missouri, called for the British to be 
pushed out of Oregon.  In an attempt to persuade 
Americans to settle in Oregon he introduced a bill 
into the Senate granting free land as a reward for 
those prepared to travel across the Rocky 
Mountains to claim it.  Other politicians argued that 
this legislation would result in a war with Britain and 
the bill was defeated.  

There were several reasons why people 
were willing to risk the long journey to California 
and Oregon.  Emigrants stressed the importance of 
escaping from the fever-infested swamps of 
Missouri and Mississippi.  Early visitors to the west 
noticed that people living in the area seemed to be 
healthy.  Antoine Robidoux claimed he had never 
seen anyone in California with the fever or ague.  

Francis Parkman interviewed a large 
number of emigrants and claimed that many 
mentioned a desire to escape from unpleasant 
weather conditions: "The bad climate seems to 
have been the motive that has induced many of 
them to set out."  

Stories also circulated about the high quality 
of the crops that could be grown in California and 
Oregon.  Potential emigrants were told that wheat 
"grew as tall as a man, with each stalk sprouting 
seven kernels," clover was so dense that the 
"farmer could barely get into the field to harvest it"; 
turnips were "five feet tall."  

Another commentator claimed that: "The 
motives which thus brought the multitude together 
were, in fact, almost as various as their features.  
They agreed in one general object - that of 
bettering their condition."  They were spurred on by 
the comments of Richard Henry Dana.  In Two 
Years Before the Mast, he claimed that Californians 
were lazy.  He wrote: "In the hands of an 
enterprising people, what a country this might be!" 

The overland journey from the Mid-West to 
Oregon and California meant six months across 
2,000 miles of difficult country.  It was also an 
expensive enterprise, costing an estimated $1,000 
for a family.  They would also need a specially 
prepared wagon that cost about $400.  The canvas 
top would have to be waterproofed with linseed oil 
and stretched over a framework of hoop-shaped 
slats.  Although mainly made of wood, iron was 
used to reinforce the wagon at crucial points.  

However, iron was used sparingly in construction 
since it was heavy and would slow down and 
exhaust the animals pulling the wagon.  

The wagons were packed with food 
supplies, cooking equipment, water kegs, and other 
supplies for a long journey.  These wagons could 
carry loads of up to 2,500 pounds, but the recom-
mended maximum was 1,600 pounds.  Research 
suggests that a typical family of four carried 800 
pounds of flour, 200 pounds of lard, 700 pounds of 
bacon, 200 pounds of beans, 100 pounds of fruit, 
75 pounds of coffee and 25 pounds of salt.  

The wagon also had to carry a shovel and 
cooking utensils.  Some emigrants took furniture 
but this was often abandoned on the trip.  There 
was little room in the wagon for people and so only 
small children or senior citizens rode in the wagon.  
The rest of the party walked beside the slow 
moving vehicle or rode a horse.  

The four wheels of the wagon were made of 
wood (strengthened with iron).  The front wheels 
were usually smaller than those at the back.  The 
wagon train traveled at around two miles an hour, 
enabling the emigrants to average ten miles a day.  
With good weather the 2,000 mile journey from 
Missouri to California and Oregon would take about 
five months.  However, heavy rains could increase 
this by several weeks.  

An 
early 
wagon 
train 

These wagons rarely had springs, but they 
traveled slowly so did not jar passengers.  Nor did 
the wagons have brakes and this caused serious 
problems when travelling downhill.  One solution 
was to use chains to lock at least one wheel.  
Another strategy was to haul a tree behind to 
supply drag.  

The emigrants used horses, oxen and 
mules to pull their wagons.  The most popular 
animal with emigrants was the ox – between 1840 
and 1860 more than half of the animals used to pull 
wagons were oxen.  They were cheaper, stronger 
and easier to work than horses or mules.  An ox 
cost $25 in the 1840s whereas mules were $75.  
Oxen were also less likely to be stolen by Native 
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Americans on the journey and would be more 
useful as a farm animal when you reached your 
destination.  Oxen were able to exist on sparse 
vegetation and were less likely to stray from camp.  
The main argument against oxen was that they 
became reckless when hot and thirsty and could 
cause stampedes in a rush to reach water. 

During the early stages of this migration, 
mules were the second most popular animal with 
the emigrants.  Later, horses replaced mules as the 
second choice for pulling wagons. 

In 1840 John Bidwell established the 
Western Emigration Society and published news 
that he intended to take a large wagon train from 
the Missouri River to California.  The idea was very 
popular and soon the society had 500 names of 
people who wanted to take part in this momentous 
event.  Missouri shopkeepers, fearing a rapid 
decline in customers, decided to mount a campaign 
against the idea. Local newspapers published 
stories about the dangers of travelling overland to 
California.  A great deal of publicity was given to 
Thomas Farnham's Travels in the Great Western 
Prairies.  In the book Farnham described in detail 
the hardships people would face on the journey.  

Bidwell later admitted that no one in the 
party had been to California: "Our ignorance of the 
route was complete.  We knew that California lay 
west, and that was the extent of our knowledge."  
So when Bidwell heard that a group of 
missionaries, led by Pierre-Jean De Smet and 
guided by the experienced Tom Fitzpatrick, were 
traveling to Fort Hall, he waited for them.  

Fitzpatrick agreed to take Bidwell's party to 
Fort Hall.  Bidwell later claimed that was a most 
important factor in the party's survival: "it was well 
we did [wait for Fitzpatrick], for otherwise probably 
not one of us would ever have reached California, 
because of our inexperience."  Even with 
Fitzpatrick's leadership the wagon train suffered 
considerable problems on the journey and of the 69 
people in Bidwell's party who set out from Sapling 
Grove, only 32 people reached California.  

Emigrants to the West assembled at 
outfitting towns in Missouri such as Independence 
and St. Joseph.  Each party elected a captain to 
command the wagon train and maintain law and 
order on the journey.  Most wagon trains employed 
guides who knew the journey to California.  This 
usually meant mountain men such as Kit Carson, 
Tom Fitzpatrick, Jim Baker, Stephen Meek, Joseph 
Walker, James Bridger and William Sublette. 

Many writers warned against the dangers of 
going overland to California and Oregon.  In 1843, 

Horace Greeley, the editor of the New York 
Tribune, wrote: "It is palpable homicide to tempt or 
send women and children over this thousand miles 
of precipice and volcanic sterility to Oregon."  

Accidental shootings were the main cause 
of death on the overland trails.  The second major 
problem was drowning.  More than 300 people died 
in this way between 1840 and 1860. Nineteen 
emigrants drowned crossing the River Platte near 
Fort Laramie in 1849.  The following year 49 
emigrants drowned at North Fork.  

In the years between 1840 and 1848 an 
estimated 11,512 people migrated overland to 
Oregon and 2,735 to California.  One survey 
showed that only about 50 emigrants returned 
home before reaching their destination during this 
period.  The main reasons given for this were poor 
health and fear of Native Americans.  

It has been estimated that in 1846 around 
250 wagons and 1,500 people assembled at 
Independence to journey to California and Oregon.  
This was also the year of the Donner Party, the 
worst disaster in wagon train history, when 42 
emigrants and two Indian guides died. 

About 3,000 African Americans reached 
California by 1850.  However, the passing of anti-
black legislation made them into second-class 
citizens and most decided to move on to Canada.  

In March, 1857, Alexander Fancher and his 
wagon train left Fort Smith, Arkansas, for California.  
The party included 50 men, 40 women and 50 
children.  On 7th September, Fancher's party was 
allegedly attacked by local Native Americans.  
Fancher corralled their wagons and they were able 
to defend themselves against these attacks.  
Mormons approached the Fancher party and 
offered to lead them to safety.  However, it was a 
trick and all the party, except for 17 infants, were 
murdered.  John D. Lee, the Mormon leader, was 
eventually executed for his role in the Mountain 
Meadows Massacre. 

In 1862 Congress passed the Homestead 
Act.  This legislation stated that a head of a family 
could acquire land consisting of 160 acres, settle it, 
and cultivate it for five years.  At the end of the five-
year period the head of the family was granted the 
land.  The Homestead Act had a dramatic impact 
on persuading people to migrate to California and 
Oregon.  By 1890 all available federal land had 
been settled by these pioneers. ~ 
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AND WE REMEMBER . . .

                     John A. "Jack" Haner 
  

Jack Haner, 84, of Redding, CA passed away July 22, 2011, from complications of a stroke he 
suffered on June 3.  He and his wife, Norma, were charter members of OCTA and attended several 
conventions in the 1990s.  Jack was very interested in OCTA and developed a slide show on the 
Oregon Trail that he showed at meetings of several local historical societies.  He volunteered at the 
Shasta Historical Society for many years.  When he first retired from Caltrans in 1988, he assisted in 
restoring the historic Igo Schoolhouse and later worked in the research center assisting visitors with 
research.  He always like talking history and was also an active member of Shasta Lake Heritage and 
Historical Society, Shasta Genealogical Society, Millville Historical Society, and Hayner Family 
Association. 
 Jack was born November 25, 1926, in Red Willow, Alberta, Canada.  He moved to Shasta 
County with his parents and younger brother, Donald, in 1939.  He attended Shasta High School and 
worked on Shasta Dam in the summer months.  Jack enlisted with the Navy in 1944 and returned to 
high school in 1946 to graduate with the class of ’47.  He attended Healds Engineering College in 
San Francisco and began his long career with Caltrans as a draftsman in 1950. 
 In addition to historic organizations, Jack was a fifty-plus year member of the Masons and was 
responsible for the Masonic Cemetery in Shasta; was a member of the Elks Lodge; and was 
scoutmaster for the Boy Scouts of American Troop #40.  He and his wife enjoyed 20 years of travel 
with the CHP Far North 10-10 RV Club. 

In addition to his wife, Jack is survived by his children Craig (Linda) of Redding, Karen of 
Chester, and Bruce of Shasta Lake, five grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. ~ 
 

Clarence "Clancy" Barger (1919 – 2011) 

Clarence "Clancy" Barger left this earth on August 30, 2011, at the age of 92.  
He was born in Eugene, OR, moved to Salinas, CA at an early age and later moved to Shasta Lake City. He was 
a plumber and upon retirement moved to Old Station, CA. 
 
He is survived by his wife of 69 years, Wanda, five children, Donna Hawkins of Oregon, Patricia McRae and 
Gloria Bolin, both of Redding, Roberta Lewis of Oregon and Chester Barger of Sparks, Nevada. He has seven 
grandchildren and 13 great-grandchildren. 
 
He served in the military for five years, three years in the Philippines where he manned a radio station for the 
Army Signal Corps. He was a charter member of the American Legion Post #720 in Shasta Lake City and 
instrumental in the building of the American Legion Hall.  
 
There was a memorial service at the American Legion Hall in Shasta Lake City on September 9. 
                                                   Published in Redding Record Searchlight on September 2, 2011  
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2011 FERNLEY SWALES CLEANUP 
By Tom Fee 

 
 This year we conducted our twelfth cleanup of Fernley Swales since 1998, not missing a year 
since 2001. 
 This year, 13 pickup or small trailer loads were taken to the transfer station.  Dave Hollecker 
and Jim Moorman made four trips in Dave's truck! 
 Of the 16 volunteers, eleven live in Fernley, 2 are from Stagecoach, Nevada, two are from 
Reno and the BLM archaeologist, Stephen Christy, came from the BLM Carson City Field Office.  
Four of the 16 were OCTA members: Jim and Denise Moorman, Dave Hollecker and Tom Fee. 
 One of the Fernley Residents was Roy Edgington, Fernley City Councilman, Ward 3.  Another 
Fernley resident was Linda Sanders, who has volunteered for all of our annual cleanups.  Linda has 
recruited her two daughters, who have worked five of the cleanups.  A number of Fernley people 
have volunteered the last few years. 
 Richard Velarde from Stagecoach hauled his skip loader for the second year and saved a lot of 
work putting yard debris in the pickups and trailer.  We had five open-bed pickup trucks and one small 
trailer.  Everyone worked hard, and we got the job done. ~ 
 

Steve Christy, BLM, tossing illegally dumped 
shingles into a truck 
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The California-Nevada 
Chapter and the Trail 
Talk Editorial Board 
welcomes Phyllis Smith 
of Yuba City to these 
pages as co-editor.  
Phyllis is a welcomed 
addition to Trail Talk.  
This issue is her work. 

CHAPTER ROSTER & BYLAWS 
 

The CA-NV Chapter plans to print a 
membership roster and the Chapter bylaws 

for members to have for their own use. 
All paid-up members will appear in the 
roster with name, address and email. 

If you do not want your address and/or 
email address in the roster, please notify 

the Chapter at: canvocta@gmail.com 
Or 

CA-NV OCTA Chapter, P.O. Box1521     
Yreka, CA 96097 

HEY! 
We have a new email 

address. 
For Trail Talk submissions, 

Inquiries or Membership 
questions, contact us at: 

CANVOCTA@GMAIL.COM 
 

Also visit our Chapter web site at: 
CANVOCTA.ORG 

mailto:canvocta@gmail.com
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