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Spring 2010

EMIGRANTS, ELKO and THE ELEPHANT
2010 UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Board Elections – Get your nominations in
by March 30. Contact Steve Knight:
knightsc@att.net
Chapter Symposium, Bakersfield - April 30
– May 1. Info inside . . .
Black Rock BLM Survey, late June –
Contact Don Buck: Trailbuck@gmail.com
Carson Trail Cleanup, July 26 – 27
Contact Frank Tortorich:
ftortorich@volcano.net
Elko Convention, August 10 – 14
Check it out at: canvocta@sbcglobal.net
Johnson’s Cutoff Trail Work – John Winner:
swinner@dataentree.com
Fernley Swales Cleanup – October 2, Tom
Fee: TomFee3@gmail.com

Trails West 40th Celebration, April 12 – 16:
Joyce Everett: joy4everett@yahoo.com
Trails West Field Trip, June 4 – 7
Contact: Don Buck

Pack your wagons (the modern equivalent) and plan to
head to Elko August 10-14 for the OCTA 2010 . We’ll have a variety
of goods, people and literature to highlight our 2010 theme Emigrants, Elko & THE Elephant! The convention will be
headquartered at the Elko Convention Center in the heart of Elko.
Rooms have been secured at the Red Lion, Gold Country Inn,
Stockmen’s Hotel, Hilton Garden Inn. Actually, any place in Elko is a
great place to stay with reasonable rates. We promise you you’ll eat
well too!
Tours will be offered for points east –Ruby Valley and
Humboldt Wells and west of Elko – Gravelly Ford. A hiking tour is
planned over part of the Green Horn Cutoff. Short side trips will be
also offered for Lamoille Canyon (a Scenic Byway), a tour of
Newmont’s gold mine north of Carlin and a tour to Tuscarora, an
1870s mining town, now the homes of several artists.
Registration at the Elko Convention Center opens Tuesday,
August 10 from 8-5. Author’s night will open our convention that
evening. We all can meet and greet AND add to our book
collections.
Wednesday, August 11, will open with registration and an
engaging speaker, Don Hardesty from the University of Nevada.
Workshops will be offered that afternoon. Attendees will be able to
get a sneak peak at the California Trail Center.
Thursday, August 12, we’ll board busses and tour
northeastern Nevada east and west to see parts of the California
Trail and hear stories that will bring the emigrant experiences to life.
Friday the 13th’s lineup offers speakers in the morning and
workshops to sharpen our skills and interests. In the evening, we’ll
listen to Mike Fischer, head of the Nevada Department of Cultural
Affairs, present a chatauqua on Nevada cattleman and governor,
John Sparks.
On Saturday, August 14, the convention will wind up with
tours of Ruby Valley and the Humboldt Wells area or Gravelly Ford
(for those who wanted to see both places, you can!) or Tuscarora or
(continued on pag e 5)
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chapter news via private email, through
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included in this group, email Mary Ann
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. . . ALONG THE WAY
I wish to express my gratitude and appreciation
to the OCTA Family for your notes and messages
remembering Cherie. She truly loved the
camaraderie expressed whether we were only a
handful working on the trail or the yearly gathering
at the conventions. She was a tremendous support
for me and the organization. And now your support
eases the transition. Thank you.
---------------------------------------------------------------

Although we read News From the Plains and
the Overland Journal, most of us are not aware of
the magnitude of activities administered by OCTA
in support of the trails. This is made quite apparent
when one is able to view the documents published
in preparation for the two national Board meetings
held each year: the mid-year or spring meeting, and
the annual meeting at the convention in August.
At about the time this issue of Trail Talk is
published, the OCTA Board will be meeting at
headquarters in Independence, Missouri. The
material sent out this week totaled 104 pages!
Thankfully, the medium was email. Very few of us
print out hard copies anymore. Laptops have
become standard at meetings, and even they are
beginning to share the table with the newer,
smaller notebook computers. These are quite handy
to have in front of you, allowing one to scroll quickly
to any of those 104 pages.
Another example of a voluminous document
of which we know very little is Senate Bill 22, the
Omnibus Bill passed last year. Through OCTA we
know that it authorized further studies of emigrant
routes for possible inclusion as national historical
trails, generally as portions of existing major
routes. This bill is 1246 pages long; it is truly an
OMNIBUS document. There is hardly a portion of
the USA that doesn’t have some kind of
consideration in it.
The portions of the California National
Historical Trail of interest to our chapter are listed
beginning on page 453. They are Secret Pass,
(continued on Page 5)
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CALIFORNIA-NEVADA CHAPTER
REPORT FOR SPRING BOARD MEETING
Elko’s annual National Cowboy Poetry Gathering is history, and the town and convention chair Jan Petersen can once again
focus on our “gathering” in August. Answering our Call for Papers, we had submittals for presentations on 17 topics from 15
individuals. The selection process was difficult, but the choices have been made, and the notices are being sent out during
the first week of February.
Reno and Carson City were the sites for two consecutive meetings in November. Travis Boley, Leslie Fryman and Michael
Trueblood actually made it three by first attending a meeting on Friday, November 14, with western Native American tribes
in Reno. This was followed that evening by a meeting of the convention committee in Leslie’s” haunted-house” office, a
mansion from the mining heydays. On Saturday, we journeyed south to Carson City for a chapter board meeting in Steve
Knight’s Silver State Charter School.
Zeke Sicotte’s treasurer’s report indicated that there was a cash reduction of approximately $5000 for the year. This was
due primarily to convention merchandise purchases at the end of the fiscal year and a lag in dues collections as a result of
switching to collection by National and misunderstandings by members. We hope to recoup these losses by sales of
merchandise this year and a letter to members clarifying the dues collection process.
Preservation Officer Leslie Fryman reported the ongoing discussions with Lassen National Forest on an interesting switch
from our normal requests: we want a section of the Lassen Trail kept open to vehicles since it provides access to sections of
the Trail which have been open to vehicles for many years. The Forest Service has proposed it be closed as part of their
plan to eliminate many off-road vehicle routes.
Steve Knight reported on the reconstruction of the Virginia and Truckee Railroad. An overpass of a section of Class 1
Carson Trail has been completed on the east end of Carson City. Steve said he has placed Carsonite
markers on the trail. He also mentioned that many artifacts had been found. (By the way, Googling Virginia & Truckee
Railroad links several sites chronicling this large reconstruction project of the historic railroad from the silver mines around
Virginia City.)
Don Buck has updated his report on the status of the Charlie Little library collection. The 128 publications have been
delivered to the Southern Nevada Conservancy at the Elko Trail Center, and they have forwarded a $2500 check for the
California State Library as stipulated in Charlie’s will. Another 43 publications brought in over $700 at the Southern Trails
Chapter Conference near Ft Mojave. This amount has also been forwarded to the State Library. There will be a silent
auction at the chapter’s Spring Symposium in Bakersfield April 30-May 1. There are also more than 30 publications relating
to emigration by sea for which we are looking for an interested bookseller.
Frank Tortorich reported that three signs are either completed or in progress for the Carson Trail. Two will be at Caples
Lake, one telling the story of the Lake and the other relating the history of West Pass. A third sign will be placed in Carson
Canyon near the Snowshoe Thompson cave area. These signs are courtesy of the National Park Service.
Mark Wilson continues to work with Chuck Milliken of NPS and CalTrans for the location determinations of the roadside auto
tour signs. Mark has asked for a chapter representative to work with each CalTrans district. There are five involved.
(continued on Page 4)
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Updated bylaws were adopted in March 2009, and Policies and Procedures explaining and clarifying the bylaws were
adopted at the November 2009 meeting. John Winner, Frank Tortorich and Jim Allison worked on these items for several
months before presenting them to the Board (and to the membership for the Bylaws) for approval.
Two marking items remain on the agenda. One is to mark the exact location of the California Trail through Brady Hot
Springs as further development is to take place. Another is to finally place an accurate marker for the Truckee Trail on old
U.S. Hwy 40 where existing signs are misleading as to the exact location of the trail.
The Board also approved the adoption of an Adopt-a-Trail program as recommended by John Winner. John has compiled a
spreadsheet depicting the many branches of emigrant trails in California and Nevada.
Past President Steve Knight is the chair of the Nominations Committee. Bob Evanhoe and Dave Hollecker’s terms are
ending in 2010. Bob has declined to run again, but will remain active as Past President.
The chapter has employed Adam Welch as its new webmaster. This will permit a coordinated connection with National’s
website as we approach the August convention in Elko, Nevada. Tom Flasch has been the volunteer webmaster for a year,
and was sent a letter thanking him for this service.
A Spring Symposium is scheduled for Bakersfield, California, on Friday, April 30, and Saturday, May 1, with possible
activities for Sunday, May 2. Tom Hunt is organizing this gathering in conjunction with the Kern County Historical Society.
The reason for the location is to place a plaque at the gravesite of Elisha Stephens of the Stephens-Townsend-Murphy
party. The location of Stephens’ grave has been a mystery, but sleuthing by locals has led to a claim of authenticity. Further
explanation and applications will appear in the next issue of Trail Talk.

CHAPTER NOTES AND
REMINDERS
CALL FOR AWARD NOMINATIONS
The Awards Committee is calling on members of the CA-NV Chapter to nominate deserving people for two categories of
awards. The first category is the Lifetime Achievement Award (plaque) to members for outstanding service in the area of
trails preservation and/or outstanding service to the Chapter. The second category consists of Certificates of Appreciation
which can be awarded to several people – Chapter and non-Chapter members are eligible. The Certificates of Appreciation
honor those individuals who have contributed to the Chapter and/or emigrant trail protection and preservation. These
awards are presented at the Chapter symposium.
Each nomination should include a thorough description of why the nominee deserves to be honored. Please send your
nominations to Fran Taplin, 2920 Williams Street, Eureka, CA 95501-4321. In order for the Awards Committee to complete
the selection process and to have time to prepare the plaque and certificates for the Bakersfield Symposium, we must
receive your nominations by April 1. ~
(continued next page)
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CARSON TRAIL CLEANUP
Frank Tortorich is planning his annual trail cleanup on the Carson Trail for July 26 & 27. This is an ongoing trail cleanup
and trail marking project. This year, the project will start in Hope Valley and work towards Red Lake. There is a limit of 20
participants. To sign up or for more information, contact Frank at ftortorich@volcano.net or 209-296-7242. ~

PIT PROJECTS
Krista Deal, Forest Service archaeologist, reminds Chapter members that the Johnson Cut-off PIT project is later
this summer and the Carson-Mormon PIT project that will involve finishing the excavation site, is later in the year. Contact
Krista at kdeal@fs.fed.us or 530-644-2340 for more information and dates & times.
In May, there will be an artifact identification analysis and cleaning at the Forest Genetics Institute in Camino, CA.
Camino is located off highway 50, mid-way between Placerville and Pollock Pines. This will be ongoing for 3 or 4 days, so if
you want to stay in the area, there are plenty of motels and campgrounds available. Contact Krista so she can get you the
information you need to participate in the cleaning and identifying and the PIT projects -- she is always looking for new folks.

. . . ALONG THE WAY

ELKO

(continued from page one)

(Continued from page two)

Greenhorn cutoff, Bidwell-Bartleson route,
Georgetown-Dagget Pass Trail, Big Trees Road,
Grizzly Flat cutoff, Nevada City Road, Yreka
Trail, Henness Pass route, Johnson Cutoff,
Luther Pass Trail, Volcano Road, SacramentoColoma Wagon Road, Burnett cutoff, and the
Placer County Road to Auburn. The Applegate
Trail is listed for consideration as a shared route
of both the Oregon and California Trails.
For those of you who are curious as to
what can possibly be contained within so many
pages, I offer you an email copy of both the
OCTA Board material and S22. Simply write to
the Chapter email address,
canvocta@sbcglobal.net, and I will be most happy
to send them to you. The Board material is in
three sections totaling 878 KB. S22 is one
document totaling 1926 KB.
Bob Evanhoe, President
CA-NV Chapter ~

a hiking tour to one of our high mountain lakes above
Lamoille
Canyon. Dinner and entertainment will be at the new
California Trail Center.
Post convention tours are in the works too…so stay tuned
for ongoing announcements!
We’ve got a full and exciting line up for those
visiting Elko during the 2010 convention. The area has
some of the most pristine ruts left and we’re eager to
show them off to you and let you experience them for
yourself.
Probably the most exciting experience of all will
be seeing the new California Trail Center just west of
Elko. The first exhibit installations have taken place.
The CA/NV Chapter eagerly invites all OCTA
members – and non members too- to come to Elko in
August 2010 to experience Emigrants, Elko and THE
Elephant! ~

FOR MEMBERSHIP, INQUIRIES OR TRAIL TALK
SUBMISSIONS, Contact the
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
Chapter at: CA-NV OCTA Chapter, P.O. Box XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
1521 Yreka, CA 96097, or EMAIL:
canvocta@sbcglobal.net
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
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O! After many roving years,
How sweet it is to come
To the dwelling place of early youth,
Our first and dearest home.

Editors Note: The following poem by John Denton
was given to the Chapter by David Evans at the
Chapter board meeting in Loveland. David, who is
from England, was hoping we could find a place to
put a plaque with this poem either along the trail or
at a museum. We told David that we would try to
come up with some ideas on where a plaque
containing this poem and history could be placed.

To turn away our wearied eyes
From proud ambition’s towers,
And wander in those summer fields –
The scene of boyhood’s hours.

The Donner Museum in Truckee, California and the
new interpretive center in Elko were immediate
thoughts. The location of Denton’s death is
‘somewhere’ just west of Donner Pass. Any
suggestions would be appreciated. Please contact
the Chapter’s email at canvocta@sbcglobal.net
with your thoughts.

But I am changed since last I gazed
On yonder tranquil scene,
And sat beneath the old witch-elm
That shades the village green;
And watched my boat upon the brookAs it were a regal galley.
And sighed not for a joy on earth
Beyond the happy valley.

JOHN DENTON’S POEM
John Denton was an English gunsmith who
travelled with George and Tamsen Donner. He was
a friend of the family but still did his share of work.
Tamsen wrote that ‘… he is a useful man to have
around camp.’ Virginia Reed writes that he carved
a gravestone for Sarah Keyes at Alcove Spring.
After months of being trapped in the snow he is
recorded as having sought food for three year-old
Eliza Donner, but was told she would have to live or
die on hides like everyone else.

I wish I could recall once more
That bright and blissful joy,
And summon to my weary heart
The feelings of a boy.
But I look on scenes of past delight
Without my wonted pleasures,
As a miser on the bed of death
Looks coldly on his treasures. ~

Denton left the camp with the first relief party.
Virginia Reed records that he ‘gave out’ on the
second day and ‘begged his companions to
continue their journey’. Reasin Tucker wrote; “I
made him a fire and chopped some wood for him
when I very unwillingly left him, telling him he
should soon have assistance.”
When James Reed discovered Denton’s body he
found a pencil, an eraser and a journal inside his
pocket. On a piece of paper inside
the journal was this poem in which he remembers
his English childhood….
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The photo caption reads, “Wagon Train Crossing Nevada Desert”. These are freight wagons being pulled by at least
5 teams of horses (probably more) – all the photo shows. Note the tandem arrangement of the wagons; not unlike
the tractor-trailer units that run down our highways today. Photo was probably taken in the 1860s and came from a
northern Nevada folder source. ~

WE APPRECIATE OUR SUSTAINING MEMBERS
In these tough economic times, adding the extra twenty-five dollars in addition to regular chapter and
national OCTA dues is especially appreciated. This additional funding sustains installation of signs, fences
and other improvements at historic trail locations. Your Board of Directors thanks you for this extra effort.
Robert & Pat Pearce
Dick Hallford
Steven & Cheryl Larmore
Lloyd & Marge Brownell
Paul Sawyer
E. Scott Hendricks
Priscilla Vanderpas
Edward & Pat Freudenburg
Vince & Nikki Correll
Beverly Blum
Larry & Phyllis Schmidt
Ralph Gamboa
Jon & Suzanne McBride
Hugh & Carol March
Michael Trueblood
Howard Dugger
Raechel Parker
Marshall Hockett
Robert Ferguson
Richard & Orsola Silva
Richard & Pamela Livingston
Southern Nevada Conservancy
Theresa Speer
Judson Parsons
John & Susan Winner
Robert Ebiner
Bill & Shann Rupp
Jon & Virginia Hoelter
Martin R. Griffith
Thomas Fee
Don Clark
Bob Evanhoe
John & Norma Haner
Harold Drake
Ed & Ramona Hodges
Eileen Hook
Listings are of those whose dues are current as of January, 2010. If your records differ, please contact the chapter at canvocta@sbcglobal.net or
P.O.Box 1521, Yreka, CA 96097. Thank you
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AND WE REMEMBER . . .

party turned out to be a surprise wedding ceremony on
March 8, 1997. Both loved history and travel, and
combined those loves often. OCTA members Richard
and Orsola Silva were neighbors. And, in a perfect
example of small world occurrences, a 16-member tour to
Peru and Ecuador was also attended by OCTA members
Pinky and Jackie Ellis. That led to membership and
attendance at the Casper Convention. They attended all
conventions through Loveland last year. Cherie was
diagnosed with pancreatic cancer in February 2007. She
underwent surgery late the same month. She had been
the chief organizer of the CA-NV Chapter's Spring
Symposium in Yreka. She never did stop working on it
and fully participated in its success in April. Although she
vigorously pursued chemotherapy and radiation, the
cancer was again detected in February 2008.

CHERIE NINTEMAN EVANHOE
February 2, 1938 - January 10, 2010

She never stopped seeking further treatment, routine or
experimental. Attendance at OCTA functions continued
with only short interruptions for treatments. She was a
great support to Bob as he was elected to the CA-NV
Board of Directors and then became President in
December 2008. She was very much in evidence in
Loveland where she organized the Elko Convention table
and sold the shirts and hats which she had designed,
using the elephant logo, and ordered. She and Bob were
still sending out mail orders in November and December.

Cherie was born in Bakersfield, California. She graduated
from high school and briefly attended Bakersfield City
College before moving with her family to San Diego when
her dad joined his brother in starting a construction
company. She graduated from San Diego State College
with a BA in journalism. She then acquired a teaching
credential at Cal Western University in San Diego. She
and her late husband John, a printer, bought a print shop
in Yreka. Cherie began her work toward a Masters
degree in Organizational Management from Chico State.
At the same time, the Siskiyou County Schools office
asked her to teach Special Education with a provisional
credential. She became so interested in special needs
children she obtained a Special Ed credential at the
University of California at Davis, and completed her
Masters with an emphasis in Special Education.

Cherie's 99-year old father passed away on October 15,
2009. Cherie and Bob flew to San Diego, where she
wrote a eulogy and delivered it to a packed church on
October 22. Finally, the spread of the cancer proved to be
too much. She was placed under Hospice care in
November but remained at home. She asked to be
placed in a recliner in the living room where she could
gaze past the Christmas Tree, over the city that she had
called home for 40 years, to her beloved Mt. Shasta. With
family at her side and a faithful cat in her lap, she slipped
away peacefully on Sunday morning, January 10, 2010.

Before long, she also had administrative and secondary
credentials. She retired in 1993, having served several
years as Deputy Superintendent of Siskiyou County
Schools. Bob and Cherie both lost their spouses in 1989.
They did not know each other, but Bob's brother and
sister-in-law were square dance friends of Cherie and
John. After seven years of subtle hints, a meeting was
finally arranged. After seven months, their engagement

Cherie had hoped very much to be able to be a vital part
of the Elko Convention. She loved planning and
organizing, and was active in that capacity until last fall;
she talked about it with Bob as long as she could find
breath. ~
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CHAPTER SPRING SYMPOSIUM – 2010
Our Chapter’s 2010 spring symposium will be held in conjunction with the Kern County Historical
Society in Bakersfield on Friday, April 30 and Saturday, May 1, for the purpose of marking the recentlyidentified grave of Elisha Stephens, captain of the 1844 Stephens-Townsend-Murphy emigrant wagon
train to California.
The historical accomplishments of this emigrant party include:
1. The opening of what was to become known as the Sublette Cut-off in Wyoming.
2. The discovery and opening of the Truckee River Route, the first of the emigrant wagon
routes to be established over the Sierra Nevada.
3. The first emigrant wagon train to succeed in bringing some of its wagons over sthe crest
of the Sierra in 1844 and all of its wagons over the crest and then on into the settlements
of Mexican Alta California in the spring of 1845. All fo this achieved without the loss of
human life and, indeed, with the addition of two babies born along the trail.
It has been knownt5hat Captain Stephens was buried in Bakersfield’s Union Cemetery, but the
actual grave site has remained unknown. The research of Hohn Codd of Bakersfield has now provided us
with persuasive evidence of the location of the Stephens grave, thus ending one of the enduringmysteries
of California history.
In a joint ceremony on May 1, the Kern County Historical Society will place a marker on the
Stephens grave and our chapter will install one of OCTA’s historical markers commemorating Stephens
and the Stephens-Townsend-Murphy Party.
Symposium headquarters will be at the Best Western Crystal Palace Inn in Bakersfield. We have
arranged to have a block of rooms set aside at $69 per night plus 12% tax. This price includes a full
breakfast. Make your own reservations at the address and phone number:
Best Western Crystal Palace Inn
2620 Buck Owens Blvd.
Bakersfield, CA 93308

Phone: 661-327-9651
Fax: 661-334-1820

Identify yourself as a member of OCTA to receive the special room rate. We have to fill a certain
number of rooms in order to get our meeting room free of charge so please plan to stay at this hotel. The
cut-off date for making reservations is March 31.
For those of you who have never visited this area, let me suggest that you consider making it a
springtime jaunt by driving home by the scenic Kern River Canyon and historic Walker Pass (Highway
178) and then along the eastern base of the Sierra Nevada through Bishop on Highway 395. In
springtime, this is one of the most beautiful drives in the U.S. Depending on winter snowfall, a number of
routes over the Sierra will be open – beginning with Tioga Pass and Yosemite in the south.

(continued on the next page)
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I would also point out that Bakersfield is a good jumping off point in all directions – north, south,
east and west – for wildflower viewing.
SYMPOSIUM AGENDA
Friday, April 30: 7:00 P.M. Chapter meeting at Crystal Palace Inn. Ask at desk for location of the
meeting room. Driving instructions to the venues will be provided.
Saturday, May 1: 9:30 A.M. Joint dedication ceremony at the Union Cemetery, 730 East Potomac
Ave.
Saturday, May 1: 10:00 A.M. -- 2:30 P.M. Symposium and lunch at Stars Theater and Restaurant.
Address: 1931 Chester Ave. Phone 661-325-6100.
PRESENTATIONS:
1. PBS Documentary Film: “Forgotten Journey”; Timothy Lemucchi
2. Locating Elisha Stephens gravesite; John Codd
3. Elijah Stephens and the Stephens-Townsend-Murphy Party;
Tom Hunt
4. Joseph R. Walker and Walker Pass.
There will be a silent auction of 35 trail-related books under the auspices of Don Buck,
designated purveyor of books to the gods. Lunch will be served during these presentations. We must
vacate the theater by 2:30 in order for the staff to set up for the dinner trade. I am assured that the food
and theater facilities are first rate.
Saturday, May 1: 7:30 P.M. Basque dinner at the Wool Growers Restaurant, 620 E. 19th St., Phone
661-327-9564.
Please Note:
We are inviting the members of the Kern County Historical Society to attend the symposium session on
Saturday on a space available basis. This means that we must have a cut-off date for chapter members to register
in order not overbook the facility. The Stars Theater seats a maximum of 130 persons. We are therefore
establishing a cut-off date of March 31 for our chapter members. There may still continue to be openings after that
date, but it will be on a first come, first served basis for both groups. Please Register Early!
The dinner at the Wool Growers is for chapter members only, but their banquet room only seats a
maximum of 60 persons. The rest of the restaurant is open to the public so you may be able to make reservations
individually. You must make your own reservations in that case. Register with me early to ensure being seated
with the main group. This is a social event – no chapter business is involved. Register Early! Have fun and drive
safely. Hope to see you in Bakersfield!
Tom Hunt
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(YOU MAY WISH TO XEROX THIS PAGE, COPY IT FROM OUR WEBSITE OR CUT ALONG THE LEFT MARGIN TO RETAIN THE FRONT PAGE WITH THE STAPLES)

Please return this registration form and your check to: Thomas Hunt, 1936 H Street, Eureka, CA
95501 Phone: 707-442-1839
You will be sent a confirmation notice upon receipt of payment
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