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  CAPLES LAKE “DRAWDOWN” 
SURVEY, OCTOBER 21-22, 2008 

ACTIVITIES  CALENDAR       
2009 

JANUARY 15-18, 2009  Yuma, Arizona. 
Historic Trails Symposium “All Roads Lead to 
Yuma.” Presents area trails including Anza 
Route, Gila Trail and Butterfield Stage Road. 
Features tour of Colorado River via boat. 
Symposium is prefaced with the OCTA 
National Winter Board meetings. For 
registration and/or more information, visit 
www.octa-trails.org or call OCTA toll free at 
(888)811-6282. 

MARCH 21-22, 2009 

OCTA CA-NV Spring Symposium and 
Membership Meeting, Jackson, California.  
More information coming soon – watch for 
calendar updates at www.canvocta.org. 

OTHER TRAILS  EVENTS 

MARCH 28, 2009 – Trails West’s Annual 
Banquet, Holiday Inn at McCarran and I-80, 
Sparks, Nevada. 

June 5-7, September 11-13, 2009 – Trails 
West fieldtrips (details to come later). 

June 6-7, 2009 – BLM Cultural Survey, 
Double Hot Springs, Black Rock/High Rock 
Canyon National Conservation Area, Nevada. 

 
 
On October 21-22, 2008, Frank Tortorich led OCTA 
members in a survey of newly-exposed portions of 
the Carson Emigrant Trail at Caples Lake, just west 
of Carson Pass. Known as Lake Valley to the 
emigrants, the area now covered by Caples was a 
large grassy meadow containing two separate, 
smaller lakes. Many camped in Lake Valley after 
making the steep pull up Carson Pass (known as 
“first summit”) and to prepare for the long, arduous 
climb of the “second summit,” now known as West 
Pass, at over 9,000 feet.  
 

 
Caples Lake bed, with West Pass in center left. 

 
By the 20th century Lake Valley was called Twin 
Lakes. In 1920 PG&E built a dam at the west end 
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of the valley, flooding Twin Lakes and covering the 
trail. This fall, Eldorado Irrigation District (who 
obtained the dam and reservoir from PG&E) “drew 
down” the level of the lake to make repairs to the 
dam, exposing much of the original meadow area. 
Features exposed included not only the trail route, 
but a segment of the later Amador Wagon Road or 
Alpine Highway (1863-1920) and the cabin site of 
James and Mary Jane Walker Caples, who arrived 
via the trail in 1849 and returned later to build a 
cabin in the lush mountain valley. It wasn’t until the 
1970s, however, that Twin Lakes was renamed 
Caples Lake in honor of these pioneer residents.  
 
When the exposed lake shore was dry enough to 
walk on, and before wet weather set in, a small 
window of opportunity presented itself to 
archaeologists and to OCTA. Archaeologists from 
 ASM Affiliates (Reno) turned out to record 
archaeological sites in the exposed zone and to 
collect historical data from the Caples cabin site by 
placing several test units in the scattered rock 
foundation. On the 21st, Frank was joined by a crew 
of 25 persons intent on identifying the precise route 
of the trail as it descended into the valley south of 
Highway 88, and ascended the opposite slope on 
its way to Emigrant Valley and West Pass. Two 
archaeologists were on hand to observe and assist 
– Teresa Lechner of ASM, and Leslie Fryman of 
OCTA.  
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Locating the trail route beneath Caples Lake. 

 
On either side of Caples Lake, the trail route has 
been verified where it disappears into, and 
reappears from, the reservoir at normal water 
levels. Starting at this point on the north side of the 
lake, metal detectors were used to identify a 150-
foot wide debris path in the reservoir bottom, 
containing artifacts dating to the emigrant period – 

wagon hardware, ox and mule shoes, hand-forged 
and cut nails, and even a fragment of a cast-iron 
cooking kettle.  
 

 
Alpine Highway bridge abutment, now under Caples Lake. 

 
At the south side of the lake, which Frank and 14 
OCTA members explored the following day, a much 
larger travel corridor denoted by widely dispersed 
artifacts was found. The surveyors concluded that 
this sprawling area of debris on the south side of 
the meadow may represent the site of multiple 
emigrant camps. Additionally, Frank and his posse 
searched in vain that day for any sign of the 
Alexander Cotton grave. Cotton’s descendants 
believe that he was buried at this edge of Twin 
Lakes in 1854, but no rock mound or other indicator 
could be identified in the exposed southern 
shoreline.  
 
Artifacts located during the survey were mapped 
with GPS, and Frank produced a survey brief to be 
submitted to the Eldorado Irrigation District and the 
Eldorado National Forest. Frank has been a 
volunteer with the Forest for 30 years. Thanks, 
Frank, for a great outing!  -Leslie Fryman∞ 

“Moved to the foot of the mountain and 
campt near a lake, this we call lake valley, as 
usual we broke down a gain an axil tree snapt 
in t[w]o”        – Henry William Bigler, July 26, 
1848 



CA-NV Board of Directors 
and Officers: 
Bob Evanhoe, President  
yreka98bob@sbcglobal.net 
Vince Correll, Vice President  
vcorrell@sbcglobal.net 
Zeke Sicotte, Treasurer  
ZSicotte@aol.com 
Leslie Fryman, Preservation  
archaeo44@yahoo.com 
Carol March, Secretary  
CHMarch@aol.com 
 
Additional Directors: 
Dave Hollecker 
mtgrizz@aol.com 
Frank Tortorich 
ftortorich@volcano.net 
John Winner 
swinner@dataentree.com 
Steve Knight 
sknight@sshs.org 
Jim Allison, Past President 
jim4allison@yahoo.com 
 
Publications: 

Trail Talk Editorial Board: 
  Dave Hollecker 
  Bob Evanhoe 
  Leslie Fryman 
 
Website: www.canvocta.org 
  Leslie Fryman, Editor 
  Tom Flasch, Webmaster 
 

E-News: the CA-NV Chapter 
offers rapid communication of 
announcements and chapter 
news via private email, through 
Googlegroups.  If you would 
like to be included in this group, 
email Mary Ann Tortorich, 
wagonwheel@volcano.net. 
 

. . . Along the way 

As I begin a year as your president, a first step is to recognize those who have 
supported and sustained the Chapter by serving before. This is especially 
significant for a volunteer organization like OCTA. Steve Knight has served 
two terms as president and has also organized several activities, both in the 
field and during board meetings. And Patty Knight has served many years as 
Membership Committee chair and an integral part of Steve’s programs. Steve 
will continue as a director for another year; Patty will hopefully enjoy a much 
deserved rest, not having to worry about whose membership is current or in 
arrears. (See also Tom Fee’s tribute to Patty on page 14). 

Trail Talk is undergoing some changes as long time staff members have 
decided to let others solicit and write articles and squeeze them into the format 
of the newsletter. Going way back and concluding recently, we salute Mary 
Mueller, Virginia Hammerness, Pat Loomis, Kathy Buob and Norine Kimmy for 
countless hours of dedicated work.   

Leslie Fryman has left the board but continues to serve as our chapter 
Preservation Officer, website editor, and a member of the Trail Talk editorial 
board, while also taking on the position of National Preservation Officer. 
Experience on the board remains in the capable hands of Dave Hollecker, 
Frank Tortorich and Steve Knight. Since Steve continues as a director, we are 
retaining Jim Allison in the post of Past President. And we welcome John 
(Auctioneer) Winner to the board for a three-year term. We are also very 
fortunate in that Carol March and Zeke Sicotte continue to serve as Recording 
Secretary and Treasurer respectively. 

I am told we had 138 votes cast which is said to be a relatively high return. (I 
have never been able to understand why returns of mail-in ballots totaling less 
than 50% are considered good, but I suspect that not knowing the candidate 
and/or not having contested positions are the primary reasons.) Several voters 
chose to write comments on their ballots. I think this is a good idea if it is done 
with the good of the organization in mind—“constructive criticism.” 
(Compliments also accepted.) One particular criticism, a lack of candidates, 
seemed to be a primary concern. One noted that a member of the nominating 
committee was one of the candidates. 

Please believe me when I say that this was, and is, a concern of the board, as 
well as of the membership. But candidates can only come from you, the 
members. If you would like to help govern your chapter, let Jim Allison know, 
now. If you are too modest, have someone else nominate you. And if you 
know someone who would be a good candidate, submit their name—hopefully 
after consulting with them. I am also asking board and committee members to 
redouble their effort. I know—and you do also—that there are many individuals 
within our membership who would make good directors…for the good of the 
organization. 

Being a board member is not the only way to serve the chapter. All activities 
involve volunteers. And we are now beginning the preparation for hosting the 
national convention in 2010. This will require hundreds of hours of volunteer 
work from chapter members. So step forward whether you are asked or not. 
There is a spot for your active participation in the chapter’s activities. Contact 
a board member by email, phone or in writing using the 2006 CA-NV 
membership roster. 

Thanks for your support - Bob Evanhoe, President, CA-NV Chapter, OCTA∞ 
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PROPOSED BY-LAW CHANGES 

Dear CA-NV OCTA members,                                                                                       10/14/08 

CA-NV Chapter Board members Jim Allison, John Winner and Frank Tortorich, acting as a By-laws 
Committee, have been revising our chapter by-laws . Here is the draft we are proposing for the approval of the 
membership. The by-laws  shall be approved by a two-thirds vote of the members present at the next 
membership meeting on March 21, 2009, at the Spring Symposium in Jackson, CA.  

Some of the changes are minor and others are rather significant. As you will read, one significant change is in 
Article IV, paragraph 3. We propose the return to allowing the CA-NV Chapter Board members to serve two 
consecutive terms instead of three. It is the opinion of the By-laws Committee that serving nine consecutive 
years is too long. The other reason is that it is theoretically possible for a person to serve nine years as Past 
President and then another nine years Past President. Eighteen years seems way too long for a person to be 
on the Board.  

Another important change is in Article VI, paragraph 3. It is our opinion that all elections should go out as 
surface mail ballots in order to offer the membership the option of having write-in candidates. 

Most of the other changes are for clarification of meetings, definitions, etc. Should you have any questions or 
comments please feel free to let us know. 

Sincerely, the 2008 CA-NV Chapter By-Laws Committee 

Jim Allison, 916.652.3776 - jim4allison@yahoo.com 

Frank Tortorich, 209.296.7242 - ftortorich@volcano.net  

John Winner, 530.622.5636 – swinner@dataentree.com 

 

Below are suggested changes to CA-NV chapter by-laws . 
Deletions are noted with a strike through. Additions are noted with underlines. 

BY‐LAWS 

CALIFORNIA‐NEVADA CHAPTER OREGON‐
CALIFORNIA TRAILS ASSOCIATION 

ARTICLE 1 ‐ NAME AND STATUS 

The  name  of  this  organization  shall  be  the  CALIFORNIA‐NEVADA  CHAPTER  of  THE OREGON‐CALIFORNIA  TRAILS 
ASSOCIATION  (hereafter  referred  to  as  CA‐NV  OCTA).  It  is  a  chapter  of  the  national  Oregon‐California  Trails 
Association. OCTA  is a national, nonprofit  society  incorporated under  the  laws of Colorado, having  its national 
headquarters in Independence, Missouri. 

ARTICLE II ‐ PURPOSE 

The  purpose  of  the  organization  shall  be  to  coordinate  activities  among  CALIFORNIA  ‐  NEVADA  Chapter 
members of OCTA which will promote the purposes of OCTA as set forth in its Articles of Incorporation. 

mailto:jim4allison@yahoo.com
mailto:ftortorich@volcano.net
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ARTICLE III ‐ MEMBERSHIP 

Membership  shall be open  to all OCTA members who wish  to participate  in  the activities of  the Chapter, upon 
payment of Chapter dues. Dues shall be set by the Board of Directors of the Chapter. 

ARTICLE IV ‐ MANAGEMENT 

1. BOARD OF DIRECTORS: The affairs of the Chapter shall be managed by a seven member Chapter Board of Directors, 
at least one of whom shall be from Nevada. Six members are to be elected, two each year. The seventh member is ex‐
officio with vote and shall be the most recent past president who is not an elected member of the Board. 

2. OFFICERS: The Board shall elect a president, and vice‐president, secretary and treasurer from the members of the 
Board  at  The Annual Meeting held  at  the national OCTA  convention.  ,  and  a  secretary or  treasurer who  is not  an 
elected member of the Board shall be without vote on Board business As an option the board may appoint a secretary 
and/or treasurer who are not elected; they would not be voting members of the board. Officers shall serve for one year 
or until new officers are duly elected. 
3. TERMS OF OFFICE: Elected Board members shall serve no more than three two consecutive terms of three years each, 
but may be returned to the Board after an absence of one year. 
4. VACANCIES: The Board shall have the power to fill vacancies on the Board of Directors from the membership. 
The appointed member of the board shall serve the unexpired term of the vacant position. 
5. QUORUM: The presence of at least a majority of the directors shall constitute a quorum for any meeting of 
the Board of Directors. 
6. COMMITTEES: The Board shall appoint any committees necessary to carry out the purpose business of the Chapter. 
7. DELEGATE TO OCTA Board: The President of the Chapter or his or her designee shall serve as a nonvoting delegate to 
the OCTA Board. 
8. MISCELLANEOUS POWERS AND DUTIES: The Board of Directors shall have the power to suspend or terminate the 
membership of any member for non‐payment of Chapter or national OCTA dues. 

ARTICLE V ‐ MEETINGS 

One A Business Meeting of the Chapter membership shall be held annually each year, no later than April 30. This shall 
be referred to as The Spring Business Meeting. The Annual meeting shall coincide with the OCTA national convention. 
Other meetings may be held as determined by  the Board. Meetings shall be called by written notice at  least  four 
weeks prior to the meeting. 

All  issues  coming  before  any  general meeting  shall  be  passed  by majority  vote  unless  otherwise  indicated  in  this 
document. 

ARTICLE VI ‐ ELECTION PROCEDURES 

1. NOMINATING COMMITTEE:  The President  shall  appoint  annually  a  three‐member Nominating Committee  three 
persons, at least one of whom shall not be a Board member or officer. 

2. NOMINATIONS: The  committee  shall nominate one or more persons person  for each  forthcoming vacancy on  the 
Board of Directors and present the slate to the membership in writing four weeks prior to the annual spring business 
meeting of the Chapter. Further nominations may be made from the floor with the consent of the nominee. 

3. VOTING: When the nominees of the Nominating Committee are unopposed, they shall be automatically elected by 
acclamation at the Annual Business Meeting. When there are more nominees than forthcoming vacancies on the Board 
of Directors, The election nominees shall be submitted to the membership for the a vote by mail ballot which shall be 
returned within 30 days after the spring meeting. 

ARTICLE VII ‐ CONDUCT OF BUSINESS 

1. Before attending any field outings sponsored by the Chapter, all attendees shall sign a waiver, release, assumption of 
risk and indemnity form. 
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2. The By‐laws of the California‐Nevada Chapter shall be in accord with those of the national association. 
3. Robert's Rules of Order, Revised, shall govern the conduct of all business, except as provided differently in these by‐
laws. 

ARTICLE VIII ‐ AUTHORITY 

Unless specifically authorized or ratified  in writing by  the Board of Directors of OCTA, neither this Chapter nor any 
Officer,  agent  or member of  the Chapter  shall have  any  authority  to bind OCTA  for  any  obligation  or undertaking 
assumed or  incurred by any of the same, or render OCTA  liable  for any act or omission of the Chapter,  its Officers, 
agents or members. 

ARTICLE IX‐ DISSOLUTION 

The Charter may be surrendered and the Chapter dissolved by the majority vote of the Chapter members either at a 
meeting  or  by mail. Written  notice  of  such  action  shall  forthwith  be  delivered  by  the  Chapter  Secretary  to  the 
President  of  OCTA.  Such  action  shall  be  effective  when  all  of  the  affairs  of  the  Chapter  have  been  concluded 
satisfactorily, as determined by the Board of Directors of OCTA, and all assets and books and records of the Chapter 
have been delivered to the President of OCTA. 

ARTICLE X‐AMENDMENTS 

 
These By-laws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the members present at any duly called membership meeting of the 
Chapter. Approved and issued this day of ,___________________ 2008 by a majority of the members of the California-Nevada 
Chapter of the Oregon-California Trails Association at a chapter meeting duly called under the terms of these by-laws. 

 
________________________________                                          _______________________________ 

President       Secretary 
 

Revised ---. ---, 2008 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

CHAPTER BOARD CONVENES AT NAMPA 
CONVENTION 

About 50 members attended the CA-NV meeting in 
Nampa, which, due to the 1.5-hour time slot allotted 
for all chapter meetings at the convention, may 
have been the shortest CA-NV board meeting on 
record! Rapid committee reports were delivered by 
Patty Knight (Membership) and Leslie Fryman 
(Preservation). Preservation issues included the 
U.S. Army Corps Truckee River Restoration 
Project, Caltrans mapping of a short segment of the 
Nobles Trail, and the upcoming annual Fernley 
Sand Swales clean-up. 

Treasurer Zeke Sicotte’s financial report revealed 
that the March Symposium held in Sacramento 
more or less broke even, despite a low attendance. 
Joyce Everett, Mary Ann Tortorich and Zeke Sicotte 

coordinated the symposium as well as the National 
Board meetings which were held in Sacramento at 
the same time. John Krizek reported on the next 
National Board meetings and winter symposium to 
be held in Yuma, Arizona in January 2009. This 
Southwest Chapter symposium is a joint effort with 
CA-NV. Much of the “new business” agenda 
comprised discussion of chapter by-laws changes 
proposed by Frank Tortorich and under 
consideration by the board in Nampa. These 
changes would adjust the terms of office for board 
members and the sequence in which board 
members are elected into office. Changes to terms 
of office (from two to three terms) were approved 
by the board in Nampa and are subject to vote by 
(continued on Page 7)                                                             

 



the general membership, along with other approved  
changes, at a future date. President Steve Knight 
appointed Frank and John Winner to make the 
actual changes to the wording of the by-laws. 
Board members whose terms expired this year are 
Frank Tortorich and Leslie Fryman. Deadlines for 
nominations and election of new board members 
were set for September-October, and suggestions 
for future meeting sites were made, including 
Carson City, Jackson, and Sunnyvale. No precise 
date for a fall board meeting was proposed     

Last on the new business agenda, possible venues 
were discussed for a 2010 OCTA Convention to be 
held by the CA-NV chapter. Dave Jamiel of the 
California Trail Center in Elko reminded the chapter 
that a convention proposal from Elko was still on 
the table, pending completion of the Center’s 
exhibits which is now estimated to be 2012. 
Redding was also proposed by Bob Evanhoe as a 
possible site. Steve appointed a convention site 
committee (Bob Evanhoe, Joyce Everett and Leslie 
Fryman) to investigate the feasibility of either 
location for a 2010 convention     

Finally, Frank Tortorich’s previous proposal to 
change the name of the CA-NV Chapter to Far 
West Chapter was dropped, by Frank, followed by 
what appeared to be general agreement from the 
board and members at large. 
  

 
Dave Welch and Pat Loomis at Nampa convention. 
Other Nampa events of particular interest to 
chapter members were National Board 

appointments, and the national awards program. 
After many years of dedicated service to all of the 
chapters, Dave Welch traded the position of 
National Preservation Officer for that of Mapping 
and Marking Chairperson, and handed the reins of 
OCTA’s preservation program over to Leslie 
Fryman. During the banquet, Mary Ann Tortorich 
received one of two Elaine McNabney Volunteer 
Awards. Also, Nancy Schoonover, a 4th grade 
teacher from the El Dorado Adventist School in 
Placerville, was the recipient of OCTA’s 
Outstanding Educator Award.  –Leslie Fryman ∞ 

CA-NV BOARD MEETS OCTOBER 11, 
WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS AND 

OFFICERS 

The fall chapter board meeting took place at Silver 
State High School at 11am on October 11. All 
board members but Vince Correll and Bob Evanhoe 
were present. A main agenda item was the election 
of board members and the selection of chapter 
officers. John Winner and Frank Tortorich were 
elected to the board. Officers selected by the board 
were Bob Evanhoe-President, Vince Correll-Vice 
President, Carol March-Recording Secretary, Zeke 
Sicotte-Treasurer and Leslie Fryman-Preservation 
Officer. Continuing on the board are Steve Knight, 
David Hollecker, Bob Evanhoe, Vince Correll and 
Jim Allison. Leslie Fryman chose not to run again 
for the board due to other chapter and OCTA 
national responsibilities. 

A number of reports were given, including Frank 
Tortorich on an Eldorado National Forest PIT 
project, Leslie Fryman on 2010 convention 
planning, the Trail Talk (TT) editorial board, and 
Leslie again on chapter preservation activities. 
Dave Hollecker updated TT publishing changes 
with the mailing and printing to take place in Reno. 
In addition, the chapter purchased MS Word 2007 
for editors to use in publishing TT.  

Tom Fee reported on the recent Fernley Swales 
cleanup project, and Terry Hardwicke on the  

(continued on Page 8)  
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upcoming Double Hot  Springs fencing project (now 
finished). Don Buck submitted a written report on 
the California State Library’s Western Overland 
Trails Collection and requested a budget to help 
maintain the collection. Zeke Sicotte gave the 
treasurer’s report which was approved. Budgets 
were approved for various chapter activities and for 
chapter officers who regularly incur expenses. 

Patty Knight submitted her resignation as Chapter 
Membership chair; the chapter is seeking someone 
to fill that position and also the position of Activities 
Coordinator which Mary Ann Tortorich resigned in 
August. See the chapter website, 
www.canvocta.org/, for descriptions of the 
Membership and Activities Committees principal 
duties, and COME ON, VOLUNTEER! 

Frank Tortorich, John Winner and Jim Allison 
discussed the proposed changes made to the 
chapter by-laws, to be submitted to the general 
membership for approval at the spring membership 
meeting. The board recommended that the by-laws 
(with proposed changes) be printed in TT (see 
pages 4-6). – Dave Hollecker ∞ 

 

 
2008 FERNLEY DEEP SAND SWALES 

PRESERVATION AND CLEANUP 
Text and Photos by Tom Fee 

The annual cleanup and preservation of the Fernley 
Deep Sand Swales of the California Trail and of the 
Central Pacific Railroad bed takes place on the first 
Saturday of October. The October 4, 2008, event 
was on the 10th anniversary of the first cleanup 
organized by event founder Tom Fee during the 
summer of 1998. Fifteen people had the courage to 

show up for the October 4 event, even though rain 
had been forecast for all day Saturday. Fortune 
smiled on us in that there was no rain at all and the 
day warmed up. Five of the volunteers were OCTA 
members, five were residents of Fernley, two were 
from Empire, Nevada, and three are employees of 
the Fernley Park Department. 

Anna Marks, Linda Sanders and Dave Hollecker on clean-up 
duty 

The Fernley Parks crew brought  their skip loader to help the 
clean-up effort. 

Our thanks and appreciation go out to those 
volunteers who helped restore this very historic 
place to conditions closer to how it was when 
the emigrants passed through the area. Our thanks 
also go to Waste Management who supplied free 
dump passes, to Barbara Corbin of the Wigwam 
Restaurant who supplied large trash bags, to Karen 
and Vince Giron who brought their long flat bed 
(continued on Page 9)                                                     
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trailer, to Chris Beni who brought his trailer, to Dave            
Hollecker and Linda Sanders who hauled trash in 
their pickups, and to Keith Penner and the Fernley 
Parks Department for their equipment and three 
man crew There were a total of eight loads of trash 
taken to the Fernley Transfer Station.  

                             

Editor’s P.S. On Monday October 20, OCTA’s 
annual work at Fernley Sand Swales was 
completed with the photomonitoring, conducted by 
Tom Fee, Dave Hollecker and Leslie Fryman. This 
year we upgraded from using a film camera to 
taking digital images at each of the 25 photo 
stations throughout the swales. After some years of 
doing this, the photographers (especially Tom) are 
finally beginning to remember where most of the 
points are, thus reducing the time it takes to 
complete this task from half a day to only a couple 
hours.∞                                                                                
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The Old Sacramento City Cemetery 
By Deborah and Jon Lawrence 

 
We were interested in visiting grave sites of 
pioneers who came to California via the overland 
trails, so we contacted Dr. Bob LaPerriere of the 
Old City Cemetery Committee in Sacramento. Early 
last March he met us at the gate at 1000 Broadway 
with his colleague Jane Howell.  
 
A beautiful historical site, the Old City Cemetery in 
Sacramento was established in 1849 on ten acres 
of ground donated by John Sutter.1 It is the burial 
site of more than 25,000 pioneers and their families 
and descendants. Among the more notable is 
Sutter’s son, John A. Sutter, Jr., who is credited, 
along with William Tecumseh Sherman, with 
platting and founding the city of Sacramento in 
1848.  Other notables include California Supreme 
Court Justice and patron of the arts E. B. Crocker; 
storekeeper turned railroad mogul Mark Hopkins; 
William Stephen Hamilton, the son of Alexander 

Hamilton; and three California governors.  Among 
the first burials in the City Cemetery are close to 
1,000 victims of the 1850 Cholera Epidemic. 
 
The cemetery has sections dedicated to members 
of the Sacramento Pioneer Association, the Odd 
Fellows, the Masons, and the Volunteer Firemen, 
and to Civil War and Spanish American War 
veterans. Guided historical tours are given regularly 
and there are specialized walking tours, such as 
one that visits medical pioneers’ grave sites. The 
cemetery archives, which contain a wealth of 
historic information, are open four days a week.  
The Old City Cemetery Committee newsletter, 
which can be viewed on the committee’s website 
www.oldcitycemetery.com, often includes historical 
articles. Several books and pamphlets with 
biographies of pioneers buried in the cemetery are 
available in the archives building. For example, 
Gone to Rest, which was published by the 
Sacramento Pioneer Association in 2001, is a 
compilation of biographical sketches of many of the 
Sacramento pioneers who are buried in or close to 
Pioneer Grove of the Old Sacramento City 
Cemetery. 
 
In addition to the graves, the cemetery includes a 
perennial garden, a rose garden and a native plant 
demonstration garden. According to Jane Howell, 
the cemetery’s historic rose garden has a collection 
of over 400 “found” roses collected from cemeteries 
and other sites where the original plants were 
planted 100 years or more ago. The collection 
includes many chinas and teas along with other 
heritage roses and some early hybrid teas. There is 
also a native plant demonstration garden.  The 
California Native Plant Society holds tours in the 
garden and hosts workshops for anyone interested 
in the propagation of native plants. The Old City 
Cemetery is truly a peaceful and beautiful site, a 
place for contemplation of nature as well as of 
history.  
 
Overland Pioneers 
LaPerriere and Howell had prepared for our tour by 
printing out a list of cemetery residents who had 
travelled the emigrant trails. They also brought 
biographical sketches of these pioneers, which had 
been compiled by the late John Bettencourt, a 
founding member of the cemetery committee. We 
began our tour with a visit to several of these sites.  
What follows is a transcription of LaPerriere’s 
(continued on Page 10)  
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comments during the tour, supplemented with 
additional information from Jane Howell, the 
Bettencourt biographies, and the book Gone to 
Rest.                                        
 
. . . . . . . . . . 
 
As is well-known, Lewis Keseberg was the last 
member of the Donner Party to be rescued.  Upon 
his arrival at Sutter's Fort, he filed an action for 
defamation against Ned Coffeemeyer.  Presumably 
the allegedly defamatory statements were the 
stories spread by the fourth relief party that 
Keseberg had killed Mrs. Donner for her money. 
 The court found for Keseberg, but awarded him 
only one dollar in damages.  In California, 
Keseberg piloted Sutter's launch Sacramento and 
opened a boarding house in Sacramento.   He died 
in 1895 at the Sacramento County Hospital and is 
assumed to be buried at the County Hospital 
Cemetery.  We have no idea what happened to that 
cemetery, except that when the cancer center was 
expanded two years ago, they found 72 bodies.  
There may be additional bodies remaining from the 
old Sacramento County Hospital Cemetery.2    
Keseberg’s wife, Philippine Keseberg, 23, was 
rescued by the first relief party.  She died in 1877 
and was buried in New Helvetia Cemetery.  
However, along with approximately 500 other 
people, she was later moved to this cemetery.  Her 
descendents, who lived in Monterey, provided her 
with a proper marker for her grave.     
 
Charles Ross (1828-1876) came across the plains 
and settled in California in 1847.  He took up 1200 
acres of land ten miles from Sacramento and until 
1864 engaged in the stock business.  He was first 
president of the Sacramento Bank.  
 
Alexander Nixon (1820- 1889) came to mine gold at 
Coloma in 1849, and in 1852 he established 
himself as a physician in Sacramento.  He was 
Mark Hopkins’ physician.  
 
William A. Johnston (1829-1905) immigrated to 
California in a wagon train of over 300 people in 
1849.  He mined in El Dorado County and then 
purchased a squatter’s claim consisting of a quarter 
section several miles south of Sacramento where 
he became a prosperous farmer.  He was president 
of the People’s Savings bank of Sacramento and 
was a member of the California Senate (1880-81).  
 

John Bigler (1806-1871) came overland to 
California, arriving in Sacramento in 1849.  He 
contracted cholera as a result of remaining in the 
city and assisting doctors and undertakers during 
the 1850 epidemic.  He was the third governor of 
California (1852-1856).   During his reign as 
governor, the state capital was moved from Benicia 
to Sacramento.  The story behind the move is that 
the mayor of Sacramento and a lot of residents 
made a point of going up to Benicia in advance of 
the politicians and booking up every Benicia hotel 
and restaurant.  When the politicians arrived, there 
was no lodging available, and they were told that if 
Sacramento were the capital, there would be more 
than enough hotel and dining rooms.  
 
Overlander Findley Dray accompanied his ailing 
father to California, arriving in 1850. He mined in 
Hangtown and then in Drytown.   From 1863 until 
1865, he served as deputy to Sheriff James 
McClatchy.  He was county assessor and director 
of the Sacramento Bank. 
 
Overlander Elisha Perkins died in Sacramento in 
1852.  His Gold Rush Diary: Being the Journal of 
Elisha Douglass Perkins on the Overland Trail in 
the Spring and Summer of 1849 is a classic. 
 
John Bradford Cave was a member of the wagon 
train that took the newly opened Beale Wagon 
Road through Arizona in 1858. His party met the 
members of the Rose-Baley wagon train when they 
were fleeing east back to Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, after being attacked by Mojave Indians at 
the Colorado River crossing. The combined group 
returned to Albuquerque.  The following year Cave 
came west over the Southern Emigrant Trail.3  
 
Other overlanders buried in the cemetery include 
Henry Harkness, Judge Robert Clark, E. P. Figg, 
Captain John Roberts, and Charles Swift. However, 
this is by no means an exhaustive list of our 
cemetery’s overlanders. Indeed, it would be an 
interesting project for members of the Oregon-
California Trails Association to research the 
cemetery’s pioneers and determine who came 
overland and who came by ship.    
 
Other Notable Pioneer Burials 
A significant area of the cemetery is that of the 
Sacramento Association of Pioneers. They own this 
area and provide maintenance. This is the only 
place in the City Cemetery where there are still 
(continued on Page 11 
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sites for sale. The initial requirement to be a 
member of the Pioneers was to have arrived in 
California in 1849, but this has changed.  
 
One of the worst Asiatic cholera epidemics 
occurred in Sacramento in October 1850.  Over 
1,000 people died within three weeks.  Of the 40 to 
80 physicians practicing here, 17 of them died.  
Most of the victims were buried in mass graves, the 
largest of which was at the New Helvetia Cemetery.  
Because of the flooding, these graves were 
removed to the City Cemetery where they are 
believed to be under Broadway. Dr. Pliny Green 
(1808-1850) is the only physician that died of 
cholera in 1850 that we know a burial site for.  The 
other 16 physicians may be with the 1,000 who 
died and are buried under Broadway. 
 
Mark Hopkins (1813-1878) sailed to California from 
New York in 1849. He opened a store in Placerville, 
California, and then in 1850 moved to Sacramento 
where he opened a wholesale grocery.  In 1861, as 
part of the Big Four, he founded the Central Pacific 
Railroad. Hopkins was both frugal and humble. He 
would walk around the offices at the railroad, 
looking in waste baskets.  He would pull out any 
desk blotter that had not been fully saturated with 
ink, and he would make sure that they used it 
again. Hopkins died before his wife.  His wife liked 
San Francisco, but he wanted to be buried in 
Sacramento, so they built his tomb here.  At the 
time of his death, he and his wife were in the 
process of building a home in San Francisco, the 
site of today’s Mark Hopkins Hotel.  Mark Hopkins’ 
350-ton granite tomb dominates the Pioneer 
section of the cemetery.   They had to build a 
railroad spur to bring the granite in for his 
monument.  There is about ten feet of solid 
concrete beneath it.  
 
Albert Winn (1810-1833), the first appointed 
Sacramento mayor, is buried here, as well as 
Hardin Bigelow (1809-1850), the first elected 
mayor.   Bigelow arrived in San Francisco 1849 on 
the Mail Steamer California, the first ship to reach 
California from the East Coast bringing miners to 
the gold fields.   
  
Near the Old Mortuary Chapel on the southwest 
side of the cemetery is Hamilton Square. The 
garden is the burial site of William Stephen 
Hamilton, the youngest son of Alexander Hamilton, 
the first Treasurer of the United States.  Stephen 
Hamilton came to California in 1849 in order to 

search for gold.  He died in Sacramento in 1850, 
possibly from cholera.  He was buried in a mass 
grave with the other cholera victims.  A few folks 
thought that Alexander Hamilton’s son shouldn’t be 
buried like that so they moved him to another grave 
site.  Later, he was again moved . . . this time to a 
prominent new section of the cemetery being 
developed for burials, an area which is now called 
Hamilton Square. He’s the cemetery’s most 
restless resident—he has been buried three times 
in three different locations. 
 
And then there is the grave of Amy (later Aimée) 
Crocker (1863-1941), a woman ahead of her time.  
She smoked, wore pants, and swore.  She married 
five times—and even had a union with a prince.  
Her 1936 autobiography, entitled And I’d Do It 
Again, shocked readers.   
 
Silver Baron James Butler (1855-1923) is buried 
here as well.  Born in El Dorado County, he grew 
up in Nevada. When he was 35 years old, Jim and 
several other men tried to protect a woman from 
her abusive husband.  One day Jim and his friends 
were walking out of a store and the husband 
started shooting at them.  He shot Jim through his 
bowler hat and he shot one of his friends through 
his shoulder.  Jim pulled his pistol and returned the 
fire and killed the guy. The guy was married and 
had two daughters, and a couple of years later, Jim 
married his widow.   
 
Jim became the district attorney, but he still had 
time to prospect. One day near present-day 
Tonopah, Nevada, either his burro was running 
away or the burro wouldn’t move.  Jim picked up a 
rock to throw at the burro.  He noticed that it looked 
like ore.  He had it appraised and was told it was 
worthless so he put it in his windowsill. A week or 
two later a friend came in and told him to get it re-
appraised.  He did, and he learned that it was high-
grade silver ore.  The area became one of the 
richest mining districts in the West.   This was at a 
time when there was a mining slump in California; 
the discovery had an unbelievable effect on the 
economies of California and Nevada. Initially, they 
sacked the ore and hauled it fifty miles by burro. 
Later they were bought out by an eastern mining 
firm.  
 
Jim and his wife moved back to Sacramento. Jim’s 
wife is buried with a proper monument in a beautiful 
cemetery in the bay area.  Jim ended up initially in 
(continued on Page 12)  
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the Old Mortuary Chapel. The politicians wanted to 
bury him in Carson City, Nevada, because of the 
influence he had there.  Other people wanted to 
bury him in Tonopah, which was called “Butler” for 
awhile.  Some of Jim’s friends wanted him to be 
buried in El Dorado.  People couldn’t make up their 
minds, so Jim stayed in the Mortuary Chapel. They 
paid a holding fee there for him for a few months.  
Then the family took over the payments.  After a 
number of years, the money stopped coming in.  
Jim continued to lie in the chapel at the city’s 
expense until a health inspector came in and asked 
how long Jim had been there.  When the inspector 
learned that it was a good many years, he told 
them that they had to bury Jim immediately.  They 
buried him in either a silver coffin or a coffin with 
silver handles.  But because there was no money, 
he was buried as an indigent in a site now in the 
vicinity of the blacktop parking lot near the 
cemetery’s chapel.  
 
Re-interments from the New Helvetia Cemetery 
Before the City Cemetery was established in 1849, 
burials were conducted in an area near Sutter's 
Fort known as the Sutter’s Fort Burying Ground.  
The lower elevation and the closeness of the old 
burial grounds to the American River caused 
frequent flooding, so it wasn’t used as much as the 
Old City Cemetery.  It was privately owned for 
awhile and known as the New Helvetia cemetery. 
The city took it over, but the cemetery ended up 
neglected.  Over the years, tombstones and 
monuments were removed, vandalized, and even 
stolen. In 1916 the city replaced the beautiful hand 
carved headstones with flat concrete markers so 
the cemetery could be used as a park.  Only a 
couple of markers that were hidden by shrubs 
survived.  In the late 1950’s, the city needed a 
place to build Sutter Middle School.  They grossly 
underestimated the number of burials.  If they had 
done some research, they would have realized that 
there were over 5,000 . . . not 1,000 burials.  
Anyway, they started digging.  The concrete 
markers were stacked in the street, but when they 
did that, it seems apparent that they didn’t know 
who was buried where.  So they buried 4,700 
people as “unknowns” in a mass grave at East 
Lawn Cemetery.  They moved several hundred 
“knowns” to the City Cemetery.   But, even though 
the City Attorney said in the Sacramento Bee at the 
time that everyone with a marker would be provided 
a marker after they were moved, they never put a 
single marker up for any of them.  So there are 

several hundred “knowns” buried here who are now 
forgotten because they don’t have a marker.    

The city of Sacramento has never memorialized 
these pioneers. East Lawn Cemetery is the primary 
place where they are honored, thanks to East 
Lawn’s historical sensitivity, community 
involvement, and major contributions to the project.  
Toward the back of East Lawn, a monument has 
been erected to commemorate the thousands of 
pioneers whose remains were reinterred during the 
construction of Sutter Middle School, and several 
others have been placed in memory of several of 
the prominent people who were moved, and one 
memorializing the hundreds of Japanese who were 
moved.  On June 29 of this year [2008], we are 
going to be moving 70 of those markers from 
homes in the area where they have been lining 
driveways for 50 years.  We are going to take them 
by horse and carriage to East Lawn where they 
belong.   

I have always been puzzled as to where John 
Sutter buried his people.  The literature suggests 
that Sutter’s burial ground was contiguous with 
New Helvetia Cemetery, which, as I mentioned 
earlier, was at the site of today’s Sutter’s Middle 
School, on Alhambra between I and J Streets.  A 
look at a map, however, shows that this is seven or 
eight blocks from Sutter’s Fort.  Last year they 
removed a body in the middle of L Street.  They 
were doing utilities for Sutter Hospital, across the 
street from the fort, and they found a body.  The 
last I heard was that he was a military person.  He 
was tall and had a uniform on.  There is a question 
of whether he could have been Major Cloud, the 
first paymaster in the United States Army in 
Sacramento, who was killed in 1847 by being 
thrown from his horse.4 In 1890 there was an article 
in either the Bee or the Union about someone who 
recollected that in the 1850’s that one time he was 
inside Sutter’s Fort and he walked up and looked 
over the fort’s fence and saw a number of burials, 
including his father.  So we know that there were 
burials right outside the fort, although the perimeter 
of the fort is now changed.  
 
Conclusion 
Cemeteries are important and informative historical 
locations, especially those in historic towns like 
Sacramento where many early California pioneers 
lived.  They offer a unique opportunity for historians 
and history buffs to learn about the local legends 
(continued on Page 13)  



and folklore associated with the surrounding area.  
As LaPerriere mentioned, it would be an interesting 
project for members of the Oregon-California Trails 
Association to work with the Cemetery Committee, 
aiding them in their research of the emigrants who 
came west on overland trails who are now buried in 
the Old City Cemetery.∞   
   
Endnotes 
1.  For an excellent biography of John Sutter, see Albert 
Hurtado’s John Sutter:  A Life on the North American 
Frontier.   
 
2. The history of UC Davis Medical Center dates to May 
3, 1850, when Sacramento City Council recommended 
that a hospital be built. The Sacramento County Hospital 
was established as a result, in 1852. In 1871, the 
hospital was moved to Stockton Blvd, the site of the 
present location of UC Davis Medical Center.  
 
3. For more information on John Bradford Cave, see Jon 
and Deborah Lawrence’s “John B. Cave: Emigrant to 
California on the Southern Trails” in Desert Tracks, June 
2008.   For an interesting history of the Rose-Baley 
wagon train and the emigrants’ ambush on the Colorado 
River, see Charles W. Baley’s Disaster at the Colorado: 
Beale's Wagon Road and the First Emigrant Party.   

4.  Sacramento historical records claim that Major Cloud 
was the first person to be buried at the New Helvetia 
Cemetery.  See Sacramento, California, by Hon. Win. J. 
Davis, published by the Lewis Publishing Company in 
1890, and History of Sacramento County by G. Walter 
Reed, published by Historic Record Company in 1923.  
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Recognition of Chapter Efforts: 

Chapter Thanks Fernley, Nv Residents 
Each October the CA-NV chapter, under the 
leadership of Tom Fee, conducts the annual 
cleanup of the great sand swales northwest of the 
city of Fernley, created by emigrants on the 
Truckee Route pulling through deep dunes before 
reaching the Truckee River.  Tom coordinates help 
from the City; they provide manpower along with 
trucks and trailers to haul the refuse.  He obtains 
free dump passes from local Waste Mgmt. to empty 
the vehicles hauling the trash out of the swales.  

There are several Fernley folks who help with this 
project each year, and last summer, Tom presented 
certificates of appreciation from our chapter to 
Karen Giron, Keith Penner of Fernley Parks and 
Recreation, Linda Sanders of the Fernley 
Preservation Society and Arnolds Wrecking Yard.  
Ms. Giron, of the Truck Inn, has provided drinking 
water and trash bags to the effort for several years. 
The awards were given before a Fernley City 
Council meeting.  Tom told the council that this 
ongoing project started back in 1998 and includes 
(continued on Page 14)  
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chapter members working alongside Fernley 
residents. Each year there seems to be fewer 
incidents of trash dumping in the swales thanks to 
the cleanup efforts.  During the past 10 years, Tom 
has put in a herculean effort to get the swales 
under a conservation easement so they are now 
permanently protected from development - Dave 
Hollecker, November 13, 2008∞ 

Congratulations To Johnson’s Cutoff Mapping 
Team 
The second year of trail identification and mapping 
work along the Johnson’s Cutoff of the Carson 
Emigrant Trail is coming to a close, although if its 
not snowing or way below freezing, there’s still a 
chance that either the “west-side” group or the 
“east-side” group may still squeeze in another 
outing or two! Those of us who are office-bound 
look forward to Ellen Osborn’s “diary” accounts of 
field trips, and we all look forward to seeing map 
results from both sides of the Sierra Nevada 
summit, particularly from Larry Schmidt’s “east-
side” team who made a good start this year on the 
Lake Tahoe Basin portion of the trail. The Osborns, 
John Winner and a host of others comprising the 
“west-side” team finished their second season of 
challenging work along Peavine Ridge and in the 
steep canyon of the American River, where much 
of the trail has been damaged or destroyed by 
logging.  Thanks to all who pitch in, including 
Eldorado NF district archaeologist Krista Deal, who 
accompanies the team on many trips and helps 
research historic trail records. OCTA team 
members, please remember to turn in your hours 
and expenses to me, listed on the NPS Cost 
Challenge Cost Share Form A – an 2008 version of 
this form can be downloaded from http://www.octa-
trails.org/media/pdf/volunteer_form_a_reimb_2008.
pdf  Your efforts are greatly appreciated! – Leslie 
Fryman, November 16, 2008∞ 

Chapter Certificates Of Appreciation 
Many people within the CA-NV Chapter know that I 
was the founder and the first chairperson of the 
chapter Awards Committee.  We were the first 
chapter within OCTA to have an Awards 
Committee. What many people do not know is that 
Patty Knight made a vital contribution to this 

committee for many years by producing the 
Certificates of Appreciation given by the chapter to 
those who assist and support our projects. Patty 
was always there for us, using the backgrounds 
and wording we suggested to print the certificates. 
She always did a first-class job, even with so much 
other involvement in the Membership Committee, 
helping organize chapter meetings and 
symposiums, producing mailing labels for Trail 
Talk, and the many other things she did for the 
chapter.  As founder of the Awards Committee, as 
well as nominator and presenter of most of the 
chapter’s Certificates of Appreciation, I want to 
extend my appreciation to Patty for her quality work 
and the effort she made for the Awards Committee. 
I consider her the “unsung hero” of the Awards 
Committee. Thank you so much, Patty, for your fine 
work over these many years – Warm regards, Tom 
Fee∞ 

OBITUARIES 
 

OCTA bid goodbye this year to two stalwarts of the 
organization. 

John H. “Jack” Clough was a longtime chapter 
member whose sketches adorned many a 
publication, both nationally and regionally. His 
contributions to Trail Talk (including the current 
logo) enhanced our newsletter in altered form for 
many years. He served in WW II in the old Army Air 
Corps and then worked as a mechanic for United 
Airlines for 36 years. Jack died in Columbus, Ohio, 
having moved there three years ago after a 
longtime residence in Placerville. He was 86 years 
old.∞ 

Charles M. “Charlie” Little passed away in Boise, 
Idaho, while the convention was in progress in 
nearby Nampa. Charlie and Nola had invited 
members to visit them at their retreat on Idaho’s 
Payette Lake prior to the convention. Charlie and 
Nola traveled throughout the U.S. searching for 
emigrant diaries wherever they could be found. 
These were, and are, of great value to OCTA’s 
Census of Emigrant Diaries (COED) program.∞     
A footnote from Bob Evanhoe…                   
Cherie and I were privileged to attend a gathering  
(continued on Page 15) 
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in Charlie’s memory at the Little’s home in Redding 
in September. There we were able to chat with 
Nola and to meet daughter Nancy, who was so 
helpful in arranging the get-together to remember 
Charlie. And we were able to see the evidence of 
Charlie’s many collections, primarily his books on 
the west and westward emigration. Don Buck is 
working with the family to facilitate their donation to 
the chapter’s Western Overland Trails Collection at 
the California State Library. (Nola Little, 4909 Alta 
Mesa Dr, Redding, CA 96002-4124) 

On a personal note I can attest to Charlie’s 
business acumen. When I first met him I learned 
that he had for sale a two-volume set of Bruff. He 
carried it in the trunk of their car so it was always 
available whenever I saw him. I persisted in telling 
him the price was too high. He persisted in paying 
no attention to my protests. Eventually I 
surrendered, and we walked out to the car where 
he opened the trunk and handed me the two 
volumes of Bruff.∞ 
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