GENOA SYMPOSIUM REVIEW
By Carol March

Friday, April 23, 2005

CALIFORNIA TRAIL DAY
CELEBRATION PLANNED

Cattle were grazing in green fields, big new
By Mike Brown
homes with freshly painted white fences dotted the
roadside and, as we approached the historic Main Street
A public event to celebrate the California Trail
of Genoa, the sun was sinking behind the snowcapped will be held at the site of Elko's future California NaSierras. What a perfect setting for the CA NV tional Historic Trail Interpretive Center on Saturday,
Chapter of OCTA's 2005 Symposium!
June 25th, 2005 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The site
is located just off I-80 Hunter Exit (8 miles west of
The Chapter's Board Meeting that evening and Elko) on the north side of the interstate. The public is
the daytime events on Saturday were held in the won- invited to attend.
derful, old building built in 1866 as The Raycroft
Acting Trail Center Manager Dave Jamiel said,
Dance Hall. Now used for the Genoa Town Hall and
"We
invite
everyone to join us for the Trail Center celVisitors Center, it accommodated our 150+ attendees
with ample seating, a raised wooden stage for the ebration. There will be a variety of historical related
speakers and a serving bar at the back for our buffet- activities such as talks on life on the emigrant trail,
style luncheon. Chapter President, Jim Allison, pre- gold rush era firearms, clothing and demonstrations
sided at the Board Meeting and began by announcing of Dutch oven cooking, and cooking in a clay oven.
an appointment to fill a vacancy on the Chapter Board. Featured at the event will be Mr. Chris Bayer who will
"
Our immediate Past President, Bill Webster, sadly perform gold rush era songs using period instruments.
For more information about the California Napassed away last fall, and Bill Rupp, also a former
Chapter President, has agreed to fill that position for tional Historic Trails Interpretive Center or the June
25th event, contact David Jamiel at the BLM Elko Field
the remainder of the term.
Office (775) 753-0213.
(See GENOA, p. 8)

Town hall, Genoa, NV,
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I would like to begin with ex
-pressing
my
sincere
appreciation to Kathy Lewin and
Patty Knight for producing a
wonderful Chap-ter Symposium
at Genoa, Nevada over the
weekend of April 22-24. The
talks were most en-lightening
and entertaining and the
subjects fascinating. I also
want to thank all who attended
and I hope to see you at the next
symposium, and of course, the
upcoming activities between
now and then.

through 20th. Please check the
activities calendar in this issue
of Trail Talk and the Chapter web
site at <canvocta.org> for sched
ules of other activities.
At this time a general chapter membership meeting is being
planned for sometime in October. We hope to have a program
of events that will be of great
interest and opportunities to facilitate involvement in chapter
activities and leadership. Again,
watch future issues of Trail Talk
and the web site.

We are looking forward to a
full list of activities and outings
Have a safe and enjoyable
this summer and fall, principally summer and we'll see you in Salt
the OCTA Convention in Salt Lake City.
Lake City on August 15th

Directors:
Curtis Grant
Terry Hardwicke
Patty Knight
Kathy Lewin

GUIDELINES FOR - SUBMITTING ARTICLES & LETTERS
All articles and letters (hard copies)
mail to: Editor, Virginia Hammerness
1765 Hicks Ave., San Jose, CA 95125
(408) 269-6068

Also, send email, disk, or hard copy
to: Desktop Publisher, Norine Kimmy
<nkimmy@sbcglobal.net>

1. Email, with or without an attachment, is the quickest and requires the least modification to transfer the information to
the Trail Talk format. Sending email with an attachment retains the formatting, (i.e. a document that has been formatted in
MSWord can be opened and retains the formatting).
2. Zip or floppy discs are acceptable, but require use of the US mail service.
3. Hard copies require scanning and proofing (from an original) before being transferred to Trail Talk format; both the
Editor, Virginia, and Desktop Publisher, Norine, use hard copies in their work.
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ARCHAEOLOGY SURVEY SITES
ON THE APPLEGATE TRAIL
By Don Buck

To you all,

Mark your calendar for the weekend of June
25-26 (Sat. & Sun.). The BLM Winnemucca Field
Office is scheduling its second archaeology survey of
significant sites on the Applegate Trail within the National Conservation Area (NCA). The BLM folks can't
do it on their own. They don't have the human resources. But they can supervise these surveys as long
as they have enough hardy volunteers, like us.

recording what they see/find in the way of cultural
artifacts (sticking in the ground flagged wire for subsequent recording and photographs). It's a good way
of finding out the history of an area that has been used
since pre-historic times.
Once we know who will volunteer, we can rendezvous Friday afternoon (June 24) at Gerlach and then
caravan across the playa to Black Rock Springs where
we can camp in the vicinity. Plan on two nights of dry
camping which means providing your own food and
water. This will be a very worthy project and one where
we all can enjoy the campout, camaraderie, and great
scenery.

The first one we did was in 2003 at Rabbit Hole
Springs. It was very successful and we all had fun
participating. The BLM scheduled the next one for
Black Rock Springs last September but so few volunteers showed up they had to cancel the survey. We
didn't get the word out soon enough. So this year, I
Please let me know if you can make this one. I
told the BLM NCA archaeologist, Dave Valentine, that
want
to keep track to be sure we have enough volunI would beat the bushes and round up volunteers from
Trails West. This is something that Trails West mem- teers. Once I know who we have, I'll keep you upbers can do to help preserve the cultural resources in dated on plans. Thanks very much.
the Black Rock Desert. Please don't let me down.
The cultural survey involves all of the volunteers (many from other organizations) lining up a certain distance apart, then walking in one direction, and

Submitted by Charlie Little from the...

PONY EXPRESS COURIER
DECEMBER, 1935

TOO MUCH FOR THE INDIAN

2006 SPRING SYMPOSIUM
By Mary Mueller
The 2006 Spring Symposium will be held in
San Jose, California's oldest civil settlement and
first state capitol.
Planned are a visit and plaque dedication at
the historic New Almaden site of the Quicksilver
Mines.
A visit to the Pasetta house (History San Jose)
to see its recently opened gallery featuring Leonard
McKay's collection of California artists'paintings
is also on the schedule. Pat Loomis will lead a
tour of Oak Hill Memorial Park, the oldest secular cemetery in California and the resting place of
more than 30 of overland pioneers.
Rooms and headquarters will be at the Holiday Inn
on Silicon Valley Blvd., South San Jose.

J

General Sheridan once told a story of a military incident that, while it may be old, it is worth
passing on to our readers. "The general at one time
was in command of some western troops fighting
Indians. A band of the latter had made a sudden
attack on a detachment of his men, but fortunately
they had a mountain howitzer mounted on a mule.
Not having time to take it off and put it in position, they backed up and blazed away at the Indians. The load was so heavy that the mule and all
went tumbling down the hill toward the savages,
who, not understanding that kind of fighting, took
to their heels. Afterward, one of them was captured, and when asked by Sheridan why he ran,
replied:
"Me big Injun, not afraid of little or big guns,
but when white man fires whole jackass at Injun,
he don't know what to do."
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REVISED CHAPTER WEBSITE
http://canvocta.org
The CA/NV Chapter Website has taken on a new look
over the winter. Instead of all of those announcements,
what you see now on the front page are links to other
pages and sections on the website. The idea is to find
what's there as soon as possible and with as few clicks
as possible.
Unlike Trail Talk, which is published primarily for
chapter members, the chapter website is there for all
to see. Anyone with Internet access can see what's on
the chapter website. We hope that by displaying more
information about the chapter and what we do will
attract non-members to OCTA and the CA/NV
Chapter.
The old front page is still there – just renamed.
Just click on the word "announcements ".
There are new pages dedicated to preservation,
COED and genealogy. And three other pages list chapter outings, symposiums and national conventions, respectively, with links to photo stories. We are missing
photos for many of these outings/symposiums/conventions. Contact me at <webmaster@canvocta.org> if
you have any pictures to share.
There are now three pages devoted to the Activities Calendar – this year, next year and what we did
last year.
Also, all of those trail photo stories by Shann Rupp
are now itemized on the front page. Most of the hits

we get on the website are from surfers who are looking for trail information and photos. Now everyone
can see on the front page just what trail info and photo
stories we have.
The current issue of Trail Talk is on the website in
Adobe PDF format. You will have to click on "archives" to read past issues. There was a discussion at
the October 2004 board meeting on adding a members-only section to the website. The archives will
eventually go there and the current issue in the public
section of the website will be only a partial issue – just
enough to get potential members interested. Then
when they join the chapter they will be able to access
the archives and read all the issues.
Do you have any publications that you would like
to donate to OCTA's Western Overland Trails Collection at the California State Library in Sacramento? We
have recently added donation forms (also in Adobe
PDF format) to the website.
Finally, we have a Photo of the Month page. Steve
Knight's photo of Bernie Rhodes at the Rhoads Family Cemetery in Lemoore last year made the honors
for February. Send me your favorite trails-related or
chapter-related photo and you, too, may someday be
immortalized!
Jerry Dwyer
Webmaster, http://canvocta.org

AWARDS COMMITTEE SEEKS VOLUNTEERS
By Anne-Louise Bennett
The OCTA California-Nevada Chapter is seeking volunteers to serve on its Awards Committee. This
committee reviews nominations and selects the recipients for certificates of appreciation, senior trail
boss, and the lifetime achievement awards.
The term of service is three years, commencing September 1, 2005. Interested persons should
contact chapter president Jim Allison at <jim4allison@yahoo.com>. For information on the committee responsibilities, contact Awards Committee chairperson Anne-Louise Bennett at
<annelouise@strosereno.com> or (775) 348-8750 or contact committee members Fran Taplin at
<fhtaplin@cox.net>, and Virginia Hammerness at (408) 269-6068.
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DONATING HISTORICAL MATERIALS TO
THE CALIFORNIA STATE LIBRARY
By Tom Hunt
An agreement has been finalized between the CA/NV Chapter and the California State Library for the
establishment of the Western Overland Trails Collection in Sacramento.
This is the first such collection to be established by an OCTA chapter, and we are delighted to have it
permanently housed at the State Library.
For a number of years, those of us who have overland trail materials have been discussing how we
might ensure that our collections could be both preserved and made available to the public for study and
research purposes. The California State Library staff under Gary Kurutz expressed a keen interest in the
project and worked with us closely in arriving at mutually-acceptable policy decisions as well as the many
specifics of the donation process.
Our basic requirements were that the collection be properly and adequately housed, kept together as a
special collection, and made readily available to the public. These criteria are hard to meet in today's world,
but the Library has assured us that they can meet all of these criteria. We have every confidence that this
collection will grow to become one of the nation's most complete repositories of information on the historic
overland trails. We are very excited about that prospect, and we invite all of our members to consider donating
relevant materials.
We have tried to keep the donation process as simple and as flexible as possible. Normally, the donor
will be asked to include separate inventory lists for published books, unpublished materials, graphic materials,
periodicals, and maps at the time of delivery of the donation. Alternatively, the donor may submit a donation
along with general description of the number and nature of the materials being donated. Under these two
alternatives, any items (duplicates, etc.) not needed for the Collection will either be made available to other
public repositories or sold and the resulting funds placed in a special account for the purchase of items to fill
out the Collection. Finally, a donor may send a "proposed" inventory listing to the Library which will permit
the library to select only those items of interest which it deems necessary to fill out the Collection, thus leaving
the donor free to dispose of the remaining materials as he or she wishes.
Once the donation process is completed, the donor will receive a Deed of Gift from the Library as a
receipt. For tax purposes the donor must pursue a private appraisal of donated materials. Neither the State
Library nor the Chapter are allowed to appraise. The donor should consult the IRS or a tax advisor about how to
proceed to obtain such a tax credit.
The members of the Chapter Library Committee will be glad to answer any questions or arrange to
provide a donor with the necessary forms. Committee members:

Gary Kurutz, Principal Librarian of the Special Collections at the State Library, will also be happy to
answer questions or discuss a contemplated donation. You may contact him at: (916) 653-0101 or
<gkurutz@ library.ca. gov>.
Let's make our chapter Collection one of the best in the country! We can do it!
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CITY OF ROCKS PURCHASE
I was pleased to see that purchase of land at The City of Rocks, ID, (" Register I
I Rock" area), would be supported by our organization. The article in our current issue of
News of the Plains also stated that this purchase would be supported by the state of Idaho,
National Park Service and The Access Fund. 1
"Register Rock" contains the name of my great-great-grandfather, Daniel Ticker, 1 (
D. Tickner, June 12, 1850). Who would I contact to support this purchase?

1
Tim Newcomb
1 <thewcomb@seanet.com>

L ---------------------------------------------------------

J

In terms of supporting this purchase financially, the headquarters of the Oregon-California
Trails Association is accepting donations that will be applied directly to participating in the purchase of City of Rocks. Just this morning, we accepted donations totalling $5,300 from members of
the California/Nevada Chapter, so we're well on our way to raising the necessary funds for this
transaction. Credit card donations can be made by calling toll free at (888) 811-6282, while checks
and money orders are accepted at:

Oregon-California Trails Association
524 South Osage Street
Independence, MO 64050
Please put "City of Rocks" in the memo line on your check. Remember, no donation is too
small! If every OCTA member contributed just slightly more than $8, we'd have the money necessary to reach our goal of $25,000. And, thank you in advance for supporting OCTA in its participation in the purchase of land at City of Rocks, Idaho.
Travis Boley
OCTA HQ

DIARY QUOTES ,..

– "I think that we begin to see the Elephant in full Uniform? I dou[b It but we may have to ride him
to water? " [Note, Laws used question marks where periods normally would be.]
–Robert C. Laws, 1852
– Having suffered the loss of a hind wagon wheel which was mired down in the mud of the Elkhorn
River, Haines backtracked to the Missouri for wood to repair the wheel. He encountered massive
storms, was soaked, and had no sleep nor food for three days and two night. How tired was he? "I
began to think that it was not me and my horse looked like it was not him."

– Haines, Russell, 1851
Page 6

1

JEANETTE ROBERTS RECEIVED AWARD

Jeanette Roberts received an OCTA certificate from Virginia Hammerness.

Jeanette Roberts received a Certificate for her many years of service and for
being the Chapter's first treasurer at OCTA's Convention in Vancouver, WA last
summer. Although she was not in attendance to receive her award, Virginia Hammerness arranged for her to receive the certificate before the audience of Argonauts
Historical Society at its first meeting last September. The Argonauts recognized her
as one of the past presidents of the society.
Congratulations Jeanette!

CHAPTER AWARDS NOMINATION
DEADLINE IS JUNE 30
By Anne-Louise Bennett
The Awards Committee of the California-Nevada Chapter is seeking nominations for Certificates of Appreciation to be presented at the Chapter meeting at
the OCTA Convention this August in Salt Lake City, Utah.
Certificates of Appreciation honor those who have contributed to the Chapter and/or to emigrant trail protection and preservation.
Letters of nomination should be sent toAwards Committee chairpersonAnne
-Louise Bennett, 3655 Cashill Boulevard, Reno, Nevada 89509 or email
<ambennett5@charter.net>, phone (775) 348-8750. The letters should contain
detailed information on the nominee's service that merits award consideration.
Nominations must be received by June 30, 2005. This year's Awards Committee
members are Fran Taplin, Virginia Hammerness, and Anne-Louise Bennett.
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♦ GENOA (from p.l.)
With a very full agenda, the Board also handled
a number of important issues, including: 1) A motion
passed for the Chapter to contribute to OCTA
National's part in financing the purchase of land in
The City of Rocks. 2) New Activities Coordinator, Tom
Fee, asked the Board's approval of several new procedures, including creating Speakers, Symposium and
Trail Work Coordinators. 3) A request presented by
Frank Tortorich was conditionally approved by the
Board for the Chapter to help fund informational mark
ers at strategic places along the California Trial corridor. 4) A new dues format was introduced by OCTA
National Director, Travis Boley, which will combine
payment of OCTA National dues and CA NV Chapter
dues into one annual payment. The Board heard other
proposals and held discussions late into the evening
before adjourning. As we left, we found it had rained
during the evening, but now the stars were out holding promise for good weather and good times the rest
of the weekend.
Saturday, April 24, 2005

And a bright, blue, sunny sky did greet us Saturday morning as we again gathered in Genoa. Each
participant was greeted with a bag filled with the day's
schedule, biographies and hand out materials for the
talks and useful pamphlets and information about the
town of Genoa and the Carson Valley. Also awaiting
us was a Continental Breakfast and time to visit before the program began at 9:00 o'clock.

Snowshoe Tompson & Mormon Station photo

Time to stretch, then we were introduced to a
panel of experts who addressed the question of "Where
was the first Mormon Station located in the Carson
Valley?" Don Buck, as Moderator, used maps to give
a brief history of the opening of the Carson Valley and
the establishment of the Mormon Station. He introduced Martin Griffith, an Associated Press reporter at
the Reno Bureau with a passion for and knowledge of
western history. He told how he became interested in
the location of the "Old Mormon Station" and how he
researched in old newspaper accounts and by interviews with descendants of early settlers in the region.
It seems, the question of where the station had originally been located arose when trying to justify the GLO
map showing "Old Mormon Station" one mile north
of Genoa with various written accounts, local folk and
historians who locate "Old Mormon Station" in the
center of present-day Genoa.

Kathy Lewin

Kathy Lewin served as Master of Ceremony
for the day and first introduced OCTA member, Frank
Tortorich, who spoke to us about the remarkable Norwegian emigrant, Jon Torsteinson/John Thompson, bet
-ter known as "Snowshoe" Thompson who became a
legend in the Sierras. He spent 20 years, between 1856
and 1876, skiing over the snowy summit from Placerville
to Genoa and to many other remote mining camps to
carry the mail and messages. Frank also gave us an
excellent background for understanding the history
leading up to Snowshoe's delivery of "Jackass mail."

The second panel member, Jeff Kintop, an archivist for Nevada State Library and Archives, also
presented pros and cons of where that original site was.
An expert in old maps and land records, he leaned
heavily on those sources in his research and discussed
how land surveys were made, who the surveyors of
the Genoa area were and noted that survey notes are
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also important resources. He said the surveyors usually did not actually draw the maps; rather, that was
done by draftsmen, using the surveyor's notes.
Don Buck returned to sum up and to offer us
eleven diary quotes of emigrants who traveled through
the Genoa area in 1850 and who mentioned Mormon
Station. Based on miles traveled from one distance to
the next, six diarists said the Station was located in the
site of present-day Genoa, four were ambiguous and
only one located it a mile or so north. In the end, all
three panel members left it up to us to decide whether
the original site of "Old Mormon Station" was one
mile north of Genoa or, in fact, right in town where
the replica stands today.
We adjourned from the morning session to a
great, catered lunch. There were three kinds of meat
sandwiches, three kinds of delicious salads from which
to choose plus cookies and Brownies and a selection
of soft drinks. Some folks took the lunch outdoors,
picnic style, while others circled the chairs for visiting
and eating with friends. We all had time to walk down
the street to the Genoa Courthouse Museum, to take
pictures of the "Snowshoe Thompson" statue, and to
visit the replica of Old Mormon Station.

Bill Stodieck displays an iron wheel rim.

again moderated by Don Buck. He introduced author
and publisher of western history, Stanley Paher, who
opened another question for our consideration, "
Where was the first settlement in Nevada - Dayton or
Genoa?" The controversy seems to have begun in the
1990's when the Dayton Chamber of Commerce
declared their town "the oldest." Mr. Paher cited various historical writings and early books, most noting
the founding of Mormon station in June 1850 and calling Genoa "the first settlement in Nevada." However,
semantics come into play when some say, "THE earliest settlement" and others say, "AN early settlement."

The next speaker was again Martin Griffith. As
background he told of the remarkable trek he made in
the 1990's along the California Trail from the Raft
River in Idaho to Tragedy Springs in California. When
he reached Dayton, Nevada, he was welcomed to "
Nevada's Oldest Town," then when reaching Genoa
he was again welcomed to "Nevada's Oldest Town."
His interest was aroused, and he has since written numerous articles about "What Is Nevada's Oldest
Town." He cited old manuscripts and reminiscences
of old settlers,1870's and 80's Nevada history books,
diaries and old newspapers as sources, but they still
leave the Bquestion about which settlement has conBack at the Genoa Town Hall, we had a spe- tinually been there since 1850 or 1851, and defining
cial treat as the Douglas County Historical Society the word "settlement" becomes the center of the deYouth Chautauquans walked through our midst. They bate over "the oldest."
were dressed in period clothing and assumed the roles
of familiar historical characters. We had fun
The third speaker, Leslie Fryman, our Chapter'
conversations with Sarah Winnemucca Hopkins, s Preservation Officer and an archeologist, played
Clara Barton and others as the young people ear- Devil's Advocate by suggesting neither Day-ton nor
nestly played their parts.
Genoa is the oldest! She said a small place
The afternoon session featured another panel,
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originally called Dutch Nick's and later called Empire
City is really the oldest, continuously occupied settlement in Nevada. Using overheads, she showed maps
and old photos to help prove the point. On the Big
Bend of the Carson River a trader named Nicholas
Ambrosie established a post as early as 1850, and a
water rights court case in the 1920's provided evidence
that Dutch Nick's had a "ranch" and trading post on
the Big Bend from 1850 on.

his country band combo. President Jim Allison joined
in playing a mean fiddle too, setting our toes to tapping.

Soon it was time to cross back over the bridge
to the upstairs Valley View Room where tables were
set for dinner. Decorations of bouquets of native
plants and grasses greeted us, and the view out the big
windows was spectacular. Soon we lined up for a
scrumptious buffet dinner, featuring salads, beans,
After all three speakers concluded their pre- potatoes and rice dishes, a choice of chicken or beef,
sentations, we were again left to decide what the pre- a variety of breads, and don't forget the dessert of
ponderance of evidence showed. Was "the first settle- mouth-watering cheese cake.
ment" Dayton or Genoa, or could it really have been
Dutch Nick's? Lively discussions about the settling of
After dinner, the Awards Committee presented
Nevada followed before a short General Member-ship
meeting got underway. Afterwards, Frank Tortorich Certificates of Appreciation, the Trail Boss Award and
toured a few people to Snowshoe Thompson's cave on the Lifetime Achievement Award. Anne Louise
Bennett, Committee Chair, introduced Committee
Highway 88.
Members Fran Taplin and Virginia Hammerness, and
together they presented awards. Certificates of Appreciation went to Tom Fee, Zeke Sicotte, Curtis Grant,
and Jeanne and Bill Watson. Also honored were Patty
Knight and Kathy Lewin for the outstanding job they
did in putting on this Genoa Symposium! Alison
Portello was given the Trail Boss Award, AND for his
many, many years of service to OCTA in countless
different capacities, Don Buck received a much deserved Lifetime Achievement Award.

Saturday evening we turned our attention to
lighter subjects as we gathered in the big, wooden
Gazebo at David Walley's Resort, just south of Genoa.
Here the famous hot springs welcomed emigrants as
they traveled along the base of the mountains on the
Carson Trail. Today Walley's Resort offers cozy cabins, hotel accommodations, excellent dining and a num
ber of hot tubs and pools still fed by the springs. Entering the Gazebo for the Social Hour, we walked
through gardens and crossed a bridge over the spring
water. Just beyond were wetlands and open areas and
in the distance another snow capped mountain range a great setting for a fun party! We relaxed at big round
tables, mingled with OCTA friends, tasted drinks of
our choice and were entertained by Bob Iverson and

Sunday, April 25, 2005
For many of us, the Symposium weekend
wasn't yet over. On Sunday morning we followed the
way the wagons went on the Carson Route, then turned
off to Markleeville, California, a town of some 200
people and the county seat of Alpine County. There
we enjoyed a special opening of the Markleeville
Museum for a tour of the interesting collection and a
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(See GENOA p 17).
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ACTIVITIES CALENDAR 2005
When signing up for specific CA-NV Chapter outings, participants may pay a fee to cover expenses and to
secure a reservation. This will be up to the leader. Additional fees may be charged as needed. Registrations will
be conducted through the activity leader and all participants will be required to sign a liability release form prior
to the activity. For detailed information, please contact the leader.

DATE

ACTIVITY

CONTACT/LEADER

June 18-19

40 Mile Desert Trail Trek
Truckee Route from the Fernley Sand Swales to
Geno Oliver
Humboldt Bar. Dry camping overnight. Sun. proceed
(775) 972-6892
on the Carson Route to Ragtown. Highlights include
(Best contact mode)
the Central Pacific Railroad, Fernley Great Sand
or
Swales, Boiling Springs, Humboldt Bar, Salt Creek
<camelhump@juno.com>
Crossing, Soda Lake and the Victory and Lincoln Highways. Limited to 10 vehicles.
2WD OK, but high clearance vehicle is necessary. CB required due to lots of
information while driving. Some new material will be covered.

June 25

California Trail Day Celebration
See article on page 1.

June 25-26

BI.M Archaeology Survey - Black Rock
Join BLM archaeologist Dave Valentine in recording
trail features, pre-historic artifacts and ranching
remnants at Black Rock Springs on the Applegate
Trail. Accommodations: None. Dry Camp on site,
BYO grub and LOTS of water, sunscreen. Meet in
Gerlach Friday evening for caravan to Springs.
2WD OK. High clearance vehicle required.

July 30-Aug 2

Don Buck
(408) 739-8521
<trailbuck@telis.org>

Applegate Trail Tour
A 4-day camping tour of the historic Applegate Trail,
Alison Portello
starting July 30 from Callahan Bridge near Imlay, NV
(530) 753-8272
through the Black Rock Desert, High Rock Canyon
<portello@dcn.davis.ca.us>
and ending at Goose Lake, California on August 2.
Highlights include a visit to Antelope Springs, the
Terry Hardwicke
Susan Coon Grave, Rabbit Hole Springs, Black Rock
(775) 851-0227
Springs, Double Hot Springs, Fly Canyon, High Rock
<thardwicke@charter.net>
Canyon,& Fandango Pass. There will be some hiking. 4WD, high clearance vehicle
only. Dry camping. BYO food & lots of water. CB Radio required. Contact leader for
further details.
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Aug. 14-21

2005 OCTA Convention - Salt Lake City
For additional information see OCTA website.
Registration packets will be mailed to all OCTA
members.

Sept. 16-18

Carson Trail Work Party
Cleanup, trail marking and trace search will cover
Frank Tortorich
a section of the Carson Trail from Tragedy Spring
(209) 296-7242
to Mormon Emigrant Trail turnoff. We will be on
<Wagonwheel@volcano.net>
a Forest Service Volunteer agreement. 2WD OK. A 4WD or high clearance is not
required.

October 1

Fernley Great Sand Swales Cleanup
Annual OCTA/BLM cleanup of the Great Sand
Swales near Fernley, NV. 2WD OK. Details may
be found in a later issue of Trail Talk, and later on
our chapter website <www.canvocta.org>.

Oct. 8-10

Oct. 14-16

Truckee Trail Tour
A3-day tour of the Truckee Trail from the Humboldt
Bar to the crest of the Sierra Nevada. Highlights
include the Humboldt Bar, Boiling Springs, Fernley Sand Swales, Truckee Meadows, Dog Valley,
Donner Park, and Crest of the Sierra. There will
be some new points of interest. Limited to 10 vehicks.4WD, high clearance vehicle necessary. CB
required for communications. This will be a camping/motel tour. Bring your own food and water.
Tour will include short, moderate hikes.

Sacramento Fall Membership Meeting
Remember the early years when our CA/NV Chapter
held Membership Meetings with a great deal of discussion and member input and interaction? Plan on
on attending our Fall Membership Meeting where the
the focus will be on fun and on the Compendium of
Future Directions re the Chapter. An exciting event
is in the planning stages stages for Friday evening.
We will do important work together on Saturday im
plementing the recommendations of the Compendium. We are planning for a nice banquet Saturday
evening. We have a nice field trip planned for Sunday. Watch for more details in the next issue of Trail
Talk and on the website Activities Calendar. Date,
City, and Leader are tentative.
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Vern Gorzitze
(801) 4849623
<http://www.octa-trails.org/>

Karen Kersh, (775) 575-4800
<Karen@truckinn.com>
Tom Fee
<TomFee3@aol.com>

Tom Dougherty
(209) 368-4463
<catrail@gotnet.net>

Tom Fee
(775) 827-3724
<TomFee3@aol.com>

Please check the CA-NV Chapter Website at <http://www.canvocta.org/> and click
on Current Year Calendar for any changes or additions between issues of Trail Talk.
If you have an idea for a particular outing or would like to volunteer to lead a chapter
outing, please contact Tom Fee, at <TomFee3@aol.com> or phone (775) 827-3724.

* * * ENTICING EVENTS ELSEWHERE * * *
DATE

ACTIVITY

CONTACT

June 11-12

Trails West Work Party
Replating 11 markers on the Carson Trail

Don Buck (408) 7398521 <trailbuck@telis.
org>

Sept. 8-11

Trails West Work Party
Replating 11 markers on the California Trail

Don Buck (408) 7398521 <trailbuck@telis.
org>

Oct. 8

Pioneer Day - New Almaden
Details will follow.

Kitty Monahan (
408) 268-6541

MORE DIARY QUOTES ...

Submitted by Shann Rupp

— "1 heard the other day I was dead — a man saw my grave but as luck would have it — it
was another person by the same name."
"Tell Judge McDowell if he don't want to curse his maker to never undertake this trip with his

family."

—

William Wells, 1849

An old adage in Nebraska used to be: "If you don't like the weather in Nebraska, just
wait — it will change." Apparently, Joel Miller didn't have to wait long for the change, because
when in the area of the Little Blue River, he wrote: "This has been a still, stormy, clear, cloudy,
—

rainy, dry, cool, warm, dusty, and muddy time, today."

—
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Joel Miller, 1853

RESULTS OF ACTIVITIES SURVEY
By Tom Fee
The CA/NV Chapter Activities Survey was designed to find out the interests of our members so that we can
design outings to meet your needs. Out of 361 members, we received 16 responses. This is a 4.4% return. We
are grateful to those 16 people who gave us an idea of their interests, and we hope the Volunteer Interest
Survey in this issue will bring a greater response.

VOLUNTEER INTEREST SURVEY
1.

Speaker's Bureau: Give talks, show videos, hand out membership forms

2.

COED: Locating and copying materials for surveys or doing surveys

3.

Organize a Spring Symposium or Fall Membership/Business Meeting
(A manual and support person are available.)
Leading Walking/Hiking Tours

4.
5.

Leading Bus Tours

6.

Leading Passenger Car 2WD or High Clearance 4WD Tours

7.

Preservation: Adopting a Trail or Historic Site to Monitor

8.

Participating in Archaeological Surveys

9.

Leading Trail or Historic Site Cleanup Work Parties

10.

Leading Grave Cleaning and Fencing Work Parties

11.

Leading Trail Mapping or Marking Work Parties

12.

Leading Plaque/Monument Installation Work Parties

13.

Other

14.

Help with any of the above (including numbers)

15.

Unfortunately I do not have the time or energy to be involved. I wish to support
Trails Preservation and OCTA by being a member.

On the back of this form, or on another piece of paper, please list any areas of expertise, special interests,
who you are, what you do, and what you would like to do (in life in general and in regard to Trails Preservation).
Name:
Address:
City:

State:

Phone:

Email:

Zop:

Thank you very much. Please mail your completed survey to Tom Fee, Chapter Activities Coordinator,
P.O. Box 5819, Reno, Nevada 89513-5819.
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CHAPTER MEMBERS HONORED IN GENOA
Nine California-Nevada Chapter members were honored with awards at the Genoa Symposium. The
presentations were made during the Saturday evening banquet at Walley's Hot Springs Resort on April
23.
Don Buck received the Lifetime Achievement
Award, presented by awards committee chair
Anne-Louise
Bennett, as the
highlight of the
ceremony.
A
handsome
plaque delineated
Don's
many contributions to trail
identification
and preservation, including
both chapter and
national leadership.
Alison Portello

Alison Portello was honored with the Senior
Trail Boss Award, a framed certificate presented
by CA/NV Chapter president Jim Allison.

Don Buck holding his award.
Photos by Steve Knight.

Certificates of Appreciation, presented by awards committee members Fran Taplin and Virginia Hammerness, recognized seven chapter members for their outstanding leadership and service:

Curtis Grant with Tom Buck

Tom Fee

Tom Fee for developing the Awards Committee charter and handbook.
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Curtis Grant for work on the Compendium
regarding Future Directions.

Jeanne and Bill Watson

Jeanne and Bill Watson for co-chairing the Trails
Liaison Committee.

Patty Knight and Kathy Lewin.

Patty Knight and Kathy Lewin for co-chairing the
Genoa Symposium, and Zeke Sicotte for serving as
chapter treasurer.

Nominations for future CaliforniaNevada Chapter OCTA awards
should be sent to awards committee chair, Anne-Louise Bennett, at
<ambennett5@charter.net>.
The
deadline for awards to be presented at the August convention is
June 30, 2005.

♦ GENOA (from p. 15.)
chat with the Director, Dick Edwards, his Assistant,
Ellen Martin, and former director and local historian,
Nancy Thornburg. The Museum has fine displays of
artifacts and information on the early settlers of that
area. A special treat was seeing an 8 volume manuscript collection of handwritten business and personal
records the Museum has just acquired. We learned how
the writing on the pages in these bound books was
originally made and how the Museum Director indexes
and preserves precious documents.

The morning had begun sunny and clear, but
by the time we were visiting the old, one-room school
house on the Museum grounds and viewing the collection of old farm and mining equipment out back,
the clouds were closing in. Clearly it was time to say,
"Good Bye. See you in Salt Lake City in August." As
we drove away through Hope Valley and over Luther
Pass, snow flakes were flying. Winter in the Sierra
Nevadas was having a final fling!
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McMurphy-Bailey Wagon Train to California
By Dave Stone
I'm working on finding out about my grandfather's wagon company in 1866 or so. I have been in contact with a distant cousin
on the Stone side who has been researching for several years. I just learned yesterday that my great uncle, Ed Stone, had
come to California in 1864 via the California Trail on the McMurphy-Bailey Wagon Train. I am now researching the train my
grandfather, Ed's brother, came out on after the Civil War. I thought this might be of interest for Trail Talk readers.

A recent request for information about the
McMurphys of Lassen County, led to the discovery of
the list of the 43 people who came with the McMurphy
(locally sometimes called the Bailey) Wagon Train to
Lassen county, California in 1864. Taken from the
sen Advocate of September 18, 1914, when they were
celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the arrival, here
follows the information gathered at their "Pioneer Day"
Picnic on September 9, 1914:
J. R. Bailey, his wife and two sons, Ira and
George; Joseph Bailey, wife and two sons, William
and Charles; Abner Mc Murphy and wife; Harper Mc
Murphy, wife and four children, Harry, Fannie, Laura
and Mollie; Mrs. Cynthia Broadwell and three children, Isaac, Jacob and Lucy; Silas Mc Murphy, wife
and child, Ida; Elias Hart, wife and four children,
Harper, Alice, Charles and John; Jeff Hart, wife and
three children, Clarence, Charles and Edward; Adam
Lundy and three children, Liddie, Jacob and Sarah;
Ludy's brother-in-law, Ed Stone; John Hewett, Tom
Roe, and James Funk, teamsters.
Since I could not locate any reference to a published diary in the various diary compilations, I am
listing also the following in case anyone can connect
to these pioneers:

"The party left Henry County, Iowa, March 10,
1864, crossed the Missouri river 15 miles below
Omaha, on small ferry big enough for one yoke of
cattle, and swam the balance; trailed up the north side
of the Platte to head of Sweetwater in Wyoming, cross
ing the Rockies through Independence Pass, down
Echo Canyon, past the 1000-mile Tree, through Devil's
Gate and on down Weber Canyon to Salt Lake City,
on to the head of the Humboldt, and while going down
it lost seven head of cattle by Indians.
"Further down they took the Oregon Cut-off via
Granite Creek desert, Smoke Creek, Shaffer Ranch (
now owned by George Mapes), and landed at
Janesville (now called `Lassen') September 9, 1864." (
Note: Once again it is called Janesville.)
"The McMurphys traded cattle for the Elysian
Valley ranch. Hart and Broadwell settled in the vicinity, while the balance went on to the Sacramento Valley. Ludy settled near Chico, Joe Bailey in Shasta
County, and J. R. Bailey returned to this neighborhood
in the fall of 1865 and has resided here since."
"Of this party 13 still survive, five being present.
"The oldest present were Mesdames Sarah McClelland,
Frances Cornelison, Jane Christie; Messrs. J. R. Bailey,
Jacob Broadwell, G. Pullen and William Bailey."

SUTTER'S FORT
Submitted by Mary Anne Tortorich
Things are busy. LOTS of kids and of course, the
warm weather brings out the park visitors that tend to `
linger' on the grounds; the ones the rangers just love.
It was fun today to watch the ELP class using the
wagon. They were loading it and even pulling it around
the fort. It looked so neat!
A docent leader, Mike Tucker, has a few of us researching for a new exhibit about California pioneer
women. We need quotes from women of the 1840s
and 50s mentioning things such as children, cooking,
clothing, sewing/quilting. My personal library is good

but I'm having problems finding anything interesting.
Mike suggested contacting a group like OCTA .
Do you think any of your members would have some
quotes `at their finger tips'? Or any suggestions on
good possibilities of where to look? For us to include
quotes, of course, we would have to have source information with each quote.
Let me know if anyone might be interested in helping or has any ideas. They can email me at this home
address <katrina4@surewest.net>.
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[From Katrina, Sutter's Fort employee/

ALLIANCE FOR HISTORIC WYOMING
PRAISES BLM FOR ROCKY RIDGE DECISION
The Alliance for Historic Wyoming, a citizen ad
vocacy group dedicated to protecting the historic and
cultural resources of Wyoming, today praised the Bureau of Land Management for its decision regarding
re-enactment treks conducted by the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints over the fragile area of the
Oregon-California-Mormon-Pony Express National
Historic Trails known as Rocky Ridge.
The national historic trails of central Wyoming
have seen a dramatic upsurge in re-enactment treks
since the 1997 Mormon Trail Sesquicentennial. Two
years ago, the number of trekkers on the 26 miles of
BLM land between Sixth Crossing and Rock Creek
Hollow reached 12,000, prompting alarm among trail
enthusiasts and preservationists. Last summer, the BLM
limited the number of re-enactors to 7500 while seeking a final decision record for a special recreation permit with the Church. That decision record, released on
March 28, provides for a total of 7500 permits per season, with 5000 of those earmarked for LDS participants. The other 2500 permits will be issued on a firstcome, first-served basis with the possibility of a lottery to handle a greater demand. Groups will be limited to no more than 200, half the size permitted last
season.

routinely imposed by the BLM on groups operating
under special recreation permits. These fees will enable the BLM to hire a seasonal employee to do ground
monitoring of the area. Similar efforts last summer
identified a number of potential problems, allowing
them to be resolved before they became more pronounced.
The Alliance for Historic Wyoming has been
monitoring the situation on Rocky Ridge for several
years. Members have observed the situation on the
ground and in surrounding areas, including the town
of Atlantic City and the traffic problems created on
the Hudson-Atlantic City Road. Lander BLM employees took several AHW members over Rocky Ridge
last summer to discuss the problems and potential solutions. After the BLM issued its environmental analy
sis last year, the AHW was instrumental in gathering
substantive public comments.

Lesley Wischmann, one of the founding members of AHW, said the decision record "was a great
success for trail preservation efforts. We believe this
will allow church members to continue to enjoy the
resource without unduly jeopardizing it for future generations." Even more importantly, Wischmann said, "
the care with which the BLM made this determinaSignificantly, the BLM has also decided to ban tion gives us confidence that any future problems can
support vehicles for groups of more than 26. During be handled responsibly with the future of the resource
recent years, it had become increasingly clear that much uppermost in everyone's minds."
of the damage to the trails was being caused by supI "
port vehicles. Additionally, a two mile stretch at the
For more information, contact:
summit of Rocky Ridge will be permanently closed to
Barbara Dobos
vehicular traffic. Beginning in 2006, the trekking seaAlliance for Historic Wyoming
son will be shortened to protect the region during spring
(307) 235-1034
runoff and wildlife breeding periods, with treks not
or
beginning until July 1.
Lesley Wischmann
The standard $4 per person per day fee will also
Alliance for Historic Wyoming
be imposed on the LDS re-enactors. This is the amount
lesleywisch@earthlink.net

SUSTAINING MEMBERS
Andrews, John
Bodendoerfer, Nancy
Borgsteadt, Olive
Bowser, Thelma
Davis, W.N.
Drake, Harold

Orinda, CA
San Jose, CA
Palo Alto, CA
Santa Barbara, CA
Sacramento, CA
San Carlos, CA

Fores, Richard
Hess, Lewis & Merdene
Iverson, Robert
Jones, Toni
Pearce, Bob & Pat
Quinn, Andy & Sharron
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Gold Run, CA
Incline Village, NV
Hilmar, CA
Dixon, CA
Elko, NV
Silver Springs, NV

HOW TRAIL TALK GETS MAILED
After the postman has left the latest copy of
Trail Talk and until you receive it, there are a number
of volunteers who make it possible for you to read it
There are the writers who contribute articles,
messages and announcements to keep you informed.
The editor receives and edits the hard copies and
chooses the material to include. There is an assistant
editor with journalistic skills to make an interesting
newsletter. The desktop publisher enters all the printed
material and photographs and provides the camera
ready pages. Three people proofread, proofread and
proofread but, you may know, sometimes they miss
something. Finally it is sent to the printer and in approximately four days the copies are delivered to the
mailing person. The mailer calls the volunteers to pre
-pare each copy until it is delivered to the postoffice.

Mailing crew

The production of the newsletter can be frustrating and tiring and rewarding for the volunteers who
have kept it going since 1992. We have had two volunteer desktop publishers, and the newest one has been
doing the job for nearly nine years. Take a minute to
look at page 2 of the newsletter and think about the
dedication of Virginia Hammerness, Pat Loomis, and
Norine Kimmy. And in this issue look at the picture
of the mailing crew who make it possible to deliver
Trail Talk four times a year.
I am Mary Mueller, proofreader and mailer.

Elaine Checking

The mailer must organize the work space to
handle 350 to 700 copies of the newsletter. She must
have the postal trays and tops, rubber bands, stickers
and strapping required by the regulations for bulk rate
mailing. She must be able to supervise when volunteers call for decisions.
Mary Ball Postmaster
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