SACRAMENTO FALL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
October 14-15
Remember the early years when our CA/NV Chap ited to the first 25 people who send in their registra-ter held Membership Meetings with a great deal of tion form and note their desire to attend. Please get
discussion and member input and interaction?
your registration in ASAP. Registration envelope post
Please plan on attending our Fall Membership -marks will be the basis of selection.
Meeting where we will focus on the Compendium re
Future Directions of the Chapter. This is an exciting
and special one day event to be held at the beautiful
downtown Holiday Inn in Sacramento and scheduled
for Saturday, October 15.

For those of you who would like to explore Sacramento on Sunday, we will have detailed information
and a map for you to explore the California State Railroad Museum, the Discovery Museum History Center, the Wells Fargo History Museum, the California
This will be a power packed day full of ideas/goals/ History Center, the Crocker Art Museum, the State
possibilities for our Chapter and the future of Califor- Capitol, the Governor's Mansion State Park, and
nia and Nevada Historic Trails. Leadership is vital if Sutter's Fort!
our organization is to continue. W E NEED FRESH IDEAS
A first class mailing of a five page announcement,
FROM THE MEMBERSHIP on what is needed to move registration information, and map of lodging options
ahead!
were sent to our 423 members on September I. If you
In addition to our exploring ideas on Saturday, an did not receive it, please contact Tom Fee.
exciting optional event is scheduled for Friday
evening. We have arranged for a tour of the Western
Overland Trails Collection and the California History
Room at the California State Library. This will be

Tom Fee

Kathy Lewin

(775) 8273724

(916) 481.6527

<TomFee3@aol.com> <KTLinSR@aol.com>

TRAILING THE PIONEERS: 2005 OCTA CONVENTION
By Carol March
Across the plains, along the rivers, over the
deserts and through the mountains pioneers traveled
on the Overland Trails to the Great Salt Lake, some to
settle there and others to pass through to places farther
west. In August, OCTA members and friends also made
their way to Salt Lake City to learn more about those
pioneers and the trails that led them to the City of the
Saints!

Some folks traveling to the Convention from the
east took the two-day Pre-Convention tour from Fort
Bridger to the Salt Lake Valley led by John Eldredge.
They saw trail ruts and emigrant graves, ghost towns
and Pony Express stations, emigrant campsites, the
wonderful red cliffs in Echo Canyon and finally the "
This Is The Place" Mormon monument. Another Pre(See TRAILING PIONEERS, p. 7)
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The annual board meeting was held at the convention in Salt
Lake Center. Jim Allison, as outgoing President, presided since
the newly comprised Board has not yet chosen a President or Vicepresident and the meeting lacked a quorum.

Chapter Membership & Dues
to: Patty Knight
PO BOX 1277

Carson City, NV 89702-1277

Trail Talk, is published quarterly

by the California-Nevada Chapter of OCTA for its members.
Published at 1765 Hicks Ave.,
San Jose, CA 95125.

Minutes of the April meeting were distributed, the Treasurer's
report was given, and two new Board Members were seated, Dave
Hollecker and Dr. Jay Stovall.

SUSTAINING MEMBERS
Many members have chosen sustaining membership thus far in 2005.
In addition, some have donated an additional amount. We are
pleased to publicize their names and to thank them for such generosity to further OCTA's goals in the California-Nevada Chapter.
Corrill, Marjorie
Lee, Jr., Jesse
McClain, Jim

Sonoma, CA
Carmichael, CA
Nevada City, CA

GUIDELINES FOR — SUBMITTING ARTICLES & LETTERS
mail to

1. Email, with or without an attachment, is the quickest and requires the least modification to transfer the information to
the Trail Talk format. Sending email with an attachment retains the formatting, (i.e. a document that has been formatted
in MSWord can be opened and retains the formatting).
2. Zip or floppy discs are acceptable, but require use of the US mail service.
3. Hard copies require scanning and proofing (from an original) before being transferred to Trail Talk format; both the
Editor, Virginia, and Desktop Publisher, Norine, use hard copies in their work.
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FRANK and JIM RECEIVE AWARD
Frank and his friend, Jim Carman, who died in
December 2004, were given the Merrill Mattes Award
at the OCTA convention in Salt Lake City for their OJ
article about their joint research on the Big Tree Road.
It was a road built for emigrants in the 1850s from
Hope Valley to Murphys to bring traffic to the southern mines. There were many outings and lots of help
from OCTA members in locating the road.

Frank commented that he "was shocked beyond
belief." He said he thought he had a better chance of
winning the "Woman of the Year Award!"
Frank stated that, "I can't put into words the
thrill I'm enjoying over winning the Merrill J. Mattes
writers award. Of all the OCTA awards, this to me has
to be the most coveted and prestigious.
"I never dreamed in a million years that
this honor would be bestowed upon me. The
honor is also enhanced by being able to share
this with Jim Carman. I know that a great deal
of the credit goes to Jim.
"Jim was a retired Professor in marketing
at UC Berkeley, and lived close to the Bancroft
Library. He spent many hours researching at
the Bancroft while I did the research in Sacramento and the small county archives in the area
of the Big Tree Road. The effort was truly that
of a team.

Frank Tortorich, flanked by Vern Gorzitze and Bill Martin,
accepted the Merrill Mattes Award for Excellence in writing.

"As a side note: Jim Carman did see the
article just before he died and was very
pleased."

From Bill Martin, OCI'A Publications Chair, the criteria for nominating a recipient:

"The Merrill Mattes Award for Excellence in Writing shall be awarded each year for the OJ
article best representing the goals, objectives and interests of OCTA and its members. Articles
may be judged on the basis of excellence in writing and research, timeliness, readability and
topic. The chair of the Publications Committee will establish a selection committee each year to
determine the recipient of the Merrill Mattes Award. " [In practice, this has been the entire
Publications Committee.]
From a practical standpoint, in seeking input from Committee members, Bob Clark [OJ
Editor] and I have indicated that weight should be given to text over illustration, original
research over review of secondary sources, and full-length article over essay. The article that
best accomplishes all of that with substance and style is usually selected as the winner.
I will tell you that in the email that I sent to Committee members this year, I added "Judging is
subjective, but is based generally on excellence in writing and research, as well as how well
the article reflects the mission of OCTA. Scholarship, readability, education and entertainment
value can all be considered."
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ACTIVITIES CALENDAR 2005
When signing up for specific CA-NV Chapter outings, participants may pay a fee to cover expenses and to
secure a reservation. This will be up to the leader. Additional fees may be charged as needed. Registrations
will be conducted through the activity leader and all participants will be required to sign a liability release form
prior to the activity. For detailed information, please contact the leader.

If you have an idea for a particular outing or would like to volunteer to lead an OCTA CA/NV Chapter outing,
please contact Tom Fee, the chapter's Activity Coordinator at, <Tom Fee3@aol.com>.
DATE

ACTIVITY

CONTACT/LEADER

October 1

Fernley Great Sand Swales Cleanup
Annual OCTA/BLM cleanup of the Great Sand
Swales near Fernley, NV. 2WD OK. Details
may be found on our chapter website:
<www.canvocta.org>.

Oct. 8-10

Truckee Trail Tour
A 3-day tour of the Truckee Trail from the Humboldt
Bar to the crest of the Sierra Nevada. Highlights
include the Humboldt Bar, Boiling Springs, Fernley Sand Swales, Truckee Meadows, Dog Valley,
Donner Park, and Crest of the Sierra. There will
be some new points of interest. Limited to 10 vehicles. 4WD, high clearance vehicle necessary. CB
required for communications. This will be a camping/motel tour. Bring your own food and water.
Tour will include short, moderate hikes.

Oct. 14-16

Sacramento Fall Membership Meeting
Remember the early years when our CA/NV Chapter
held Membership Meetings with a great deal of discussion and member input and interaction? Plan on
attending our Fall Membership Meeting. Focus will
be on the Compendium re Future Directions of the
Chapter.
Saturday, Oct.15, will be a power packed day full
of ideas/goals/possibilities for our Chapter and the
future of California and Nevada Historic Trails.
Leadership is vital if our organization is to continue.
We need fresh ideas from the membership on what
is needed to move ahead!
In addition, an exciting optional event is scheduled
Friday evening. We have arranged for a tour of the
Western Overland Trails Collection and the CalifPage 4

Karen Kersh, (775) 575-4800
<Karen@truckinn.com>
Tom Fee
<TomFee3@aol.com>

Tom Dougherty
(209) 368-4463
<catrail@gotnet.net>

Tom Fee
(775) 827-3724
<TomFee3@aol.com>
Kathy Lewin
(916) 481.6527
<KTLinSR@aol.com>

ornia History Room at the California State Library.
The tour will be limited to the first 25 people who
return their registration form and note their desire
to attend.*
If you would like to explore Sacramento on Sunday,
the packet has detailed information and a map for
you to explore the California State Raihoad Museum,
the Discovery Museum History Center, the Wells
Fargo History Museum, the California History Center,
the Crocker Art Museum, the State Capitol, the
Governor's Mansion State Park, and Sutter's Fort!
* The registration form and other material including
lodging options were mailed fast class through the
US mail on September 1. If you did not receive them,
please contact Tom Fee. Please get your registration
in ASAP. Registration envelope postmarks will be
the basis of selection.

OUTSTANDING TEACHER AWARD*** ENTICING EVENTS ELSEWHERE ***
CONTACT

DATE

ACTIVITY

Oct. 8

Pioneer Day - New Almaden
New Almaden and the Civil War, plus dedication
of a plaque, great food, and much more.

Kitty Monahan
(408) 268-6541

OUTSTANDING TEACHER AWARD
June Read of Elk Grove, CA teaches eighth their "Promised Land."
grade at Edwin Markham Middle School in
Placerville, and is one of OCTA's choices for
The project includes both group work and
this year's Outstanding Educator Award.
individual assignments. Students select their
own individual character and family. They
She teaches a four plus week unit on the have to decide what route and supplies to take.
Westward Migration, including geography, Writing assignments include writing letters
motivations, preparations, routes, and prob- home, poems, and songs as well as describing
lems, but it is the way she teaches that makes a solution to problems encountered.
her a deserving recipient of the award.
A comment from a colleague and student
Students are divided into wagon compa- noted June's unit "is a stellar example of a conies, competing with each other to organize, operative, student-centered, and information
overcome problems, and successfully reach
rich experience."
J
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CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION AWARDED
AT SALT LAKE CONVENTION
By Anne-Louise Bennett
David Vixie was awarded a California-Nevada
Chapter Certificate of Appreciation at the chapter meet
ing during the national OCTA convention at Salt
Lake City in August. Vixie was honored for his
service on the OCTA Board of Directors and for
being a recipient of the Disney Corporation Teaching
Award. Fran Taplin presented the certificate.
***

The Paradise Post, July 28, published an article by Jeremy Walsh about David Vixie's award. It
disclosed that following the black-tie ceremony at
Disneyland there were professional development sessions where ideas were exchanged, and in October
David will be flown to Walt Disney World Resort in
Orlando, Horida to participate in a six-day professional
development institute.

Dave Vixie
Disney Courtesy Photo

The awards committee this year consisted of Anne-Louise Bennett, chairperson, Virginia Hammerness, and Fran Taplin. Fran Taplin will move into the chairperson position for 2005-2006.
The awards committee is in need of volunteers — please contact Fran Taplin if you are interested.

ROY ACKER
We are sad to announce the death of Roy Acker on August 19.
Roy spent his career as a design engineer in the spacecraft industry and
was a key contributor to the design of the Minuteman missile, Atlas
missile, Apollo lunar module, and the Pioneer spacecraft. As a fourthgeneration Californian, he had a keen interest in California history. Roy
researched, wrote and self-published a book on Summit City of the High
Sierra —"an 1860s mining center in Alpine County, now a ghost town."

He also enjoyed his computer, golfing, and flying his Comanche aircraft.
Roy Acker

He is survived by wife Ruby Acker and three daughters: Cheryl
Kabloona, Janet Palmer, and Marilyn Acker, and six grandchildren. To
contact the family, email daughter Cheryl Kabloona at
<Cherylkb@shaw.ca> or write to:
Ruby Acker
2700 Neilson Way Apt. 728
Santa Monica, CA 90405-4017
Ph: (310) 396-5262
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♦ TRAILING PIONEERS (from p.1.) Convention
tour was perfect for those coming from the north,
starting at Soda Springs, Idaho and ending at the Salt
Lake Cutoff. Tour directors Charlene Olorenshaw
and Mike Bateman led them to trail ruts and springs
while following some parts of the Oregon Trail and the
1841 route of the Bidwell-Bartleson Party.

dress. Next, we were introduced to Lt. Col. Robert
Dunton of the Utah National Guard who gave a short
talk on his recent experiences in an engineer company
serving in Iraq and Kuwait. There he was working on
a very different kind of trail - building roads so supplies can move more quickly and securely to the people
of Iraq.

Two other Pre-Convention tours also earned high
praises. Pat Hearty and Jesse Petersen led a group west
of Salt Lake City where they followed the Utah segments of the Pony Express route and the old Lincoln
Highway. Another group went with Roy Tea and
Maurice Johnson to trail locations across the Great Salt
Lake Desert, from the Jordan River to Silver Zone Pass.
If you weren't lucky enough to be with them, be sure
to read Roy Tea's articles describing that trail in the
Spring and Summer 2005 issues of Overland Journal!

The Keynote Speaker was Dr. Fred Gowans,
noted western historian and scholar on the fur trade.
His address was entitled "The Battle for the Green
River, 1850-1857," but it encompassed far more! He
began by reminding us that we must understand western geography to understand western history and history does not just happen in a vacuum. He followed
with a rapid outline of events, starting with the Hudson
Bay Company's influence which changed the culture
of North American Indians and touching on the expedition of Lewis and Clark which he said brought news
Driving to the Convention from the west, Hugh
of money to be made in the fur trade "turning St. Louis
and I weren't on an official tour, but we did the next
upside down."
best thing as we followed the California Trail (in reverse) along the Humboldt River. We had Trails West's
After the discovery and rediscovery of South Pass
Emigrant Trails West, A Guide to the California Trail and after John Fremont published his map to Califorin hand, reading diary quotes and looking for markers nia, the great migration to the west was underway. By
at significant locations along the trail. After arriving the end of the 1840s, Mormons had established their
in Salt Lake City and checking into the Sheraton, the separate "State of Deseret," but the U.S. Treaty with
Convention Hotel, we attended the two-day Family Mexico opened western states to American lands and
History sessions. With OCTA members, Michael in 1850 Utah became a U.S. Territory. Strong differLandon, Archivist at the LDS Archives and Church ences in beliefs and governing resulted, and in sucHistory Department, and Ken Nelson, a librarian in ceeding years, clashes between Mormon leaders and
the Special Collections Department of the Family His- the U.S. Government continued. The result was the "
tory Library, we learned about sources available to Mormon War" or "Utah War" in 1857 with "the Battle
research ancestors who traveled on the Overland Trails for the Green River" a part of it. In the end, Brigham
to or through the Salt Lake Valley.
Young was replaced as the Territorial Governor by
President Buchanan and history flowed on.
Before the Convention officially began, OCTA
business was conducted. Chapter Presidents met MonThe General Membership Meeting took up the
day afternoon and the OCTA Board meeting was held rest of Wednesday morning. New officers and Board
on Tuesday. There were also seminars on Chapter De- Members were introduced, including John Krizek, who
velopment, led by Ross Marshall, and Future Conven- is also a California-Nevada Chapter member. After a
tions, led by Jim Budde. That evening there was a well break for lunch, there were two speakers. Albert
attended Town Meeting: moderated by OCTA Preser- Mulder, Jr. asked, "What Happened to Luke and John?"
vation Officer, Dave Welch, a panel of four discussed in his talk about two 1846 emigrants whose graves are
trail preservation issues and answered audience ques- west of Salt Lake City, near present-day Grantsville.
tions.
If you missed Mr. Mulder's talk, fortunately you can
read his article in the Spring issue of Overland Journal
entitled, "Luke and John, Where Are You? A Search
Wednesday, August 17th, the Convention was
for the Burial Sites of Luke Halloran and John
called to order by Vern Gorzitze, Utah Crossroads
Hargrave."
member and Convention Chair. The flag was presented
by a colorful group of Scottish Bagpipers in full tartan
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Jan and Deborah Lawrence
Photo by Carol March

Maureen Tassone
Photo by Carol March

Attendees listen to tour guide's presentation at Ft. Buenavista,
a stop on the Hensley route.
Photo by Norine Kimmy.

Norine Kimmy
Photo by Carol March

Devil's Slide
Photo by Norine Kimmy.
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Edward Bagne
Photo by Carol March

Rose Ducker's Music Lessons
wagon at Buggytowne.
Photo by Norine Kimmy.

The second afternoon speaker was Richard L.
Rieck whose address also asked a question, "How
Many Died on the Way West?" He said there have been
various estimates. Unruh estimated 12,000 deaths between 1840 and 1860, while Meeker and Mattes said
there could have been up to 20,000. The speaker's
count from research he has done in diaries and other
sources stands at 5,270.

Camp Floyd, the
Donner
Museum and the
Deadman's
Cave
historic
site
on
the
Hastings
Cutoff. Three other
tours also visited sites on
Hastings Cutoff
and
Mormon
Trail. One was a
hiking
tour
which
viewed
swales and rust
marks as it went Malad River crossing along the Hensley
up Big Mouncuttoff. Photo by Norine Kirnmy.
tain to the Sum-

Chapter meetings were also held on Wednesday
afternoon, with the California-Nevada Chapter well
attended. Jim Allison, as outgoing president, presided
since the newly comprised Board has not yet chosen a
president. Minutes of the April meeting were distributed, the treasurer's report was given, and two new
board members were seated, Dave Hollecker and Dr.
Jay Stovall. Announcements of upcoming events included a Preservation Training meeting at Boomtown
near Reno on October 6th and 7th and an important
Meeting in Sacramento on October 15th to plan the
future direction of our Chapter.
mit. There hikers could climb aboard the buses or con
Everyone scurried off to dinner after the meet- tinue 5 miles down to Mountain Dell Reservoir. Anings, to be back in time to enjoy Authors' Night and other tour went through Parley's and Silver Creek
the Social. The Book Room was open and in full swing, Canyons and into Echo Canyon, following the route
with authors selling and signing their books, and ea- set out partly by Lansford Hastings for the Harlan/
ger members exploring new books and purchasing Young, Lienhard/Hoppe and Donner parties as they
raffle tickets. Next door there was a buffet spread, a approached the Salt Lake Valley. The other tour also
no-host bar, tables where we could sit to get acquainted followed in the footsteps of the Hastings Cutoff, but it
and a lively country band and barbershop quartet play went from the Jordan River west, across the mud flats
to Donner Springs.
ing old favorites in the lobby.
Thursday dawned early as folks boarded buses
for various tours. Some chose the Hensley Salt Lake
Cutoff which included a visit to a farm where there
are dozens of restored wagons and carriages, and they
saw sites near the Golden Spike National Historic Site
on Promontory Point. Another tour visited a combina
tion of sites on the Pony Express trail and Lincoln
Highway, with stops at the 1858-61 army post at

The Jupiter engine from the west at Golden Spike National
Historic Site, Promontory Point. Photo by Norine Kimmy.

For those who chose not to take tours out on the
trails this day, Mary Bywater Cross, a quilt historian
specializing in Western women's history, led a bus tour
to the This Is The Place Heritage Park where the
Deseret Hospital Quilt Museum is located and to the
Daughter's of Utah Pioneers Historical Museum where
wonderful antique quilts are on display. Other folks
spent the day at the big Family History Library delving into the many resources available there. Later that
evening, two workshops were held - one on Samplers
presented by Loree Ann Romriell and the other on
Frontier Medicine with Bre and Jared Cornell sharing
their collection of medical instruments and medicines
of earlier times. Additionally, others took the opportu
nity to listen to a rehearsal of the famed Mormon
Tabernacle Choir.
Friday found us back in the Three Seasons Ball
- for the Presentation of Papers. Beginning
room
promptly at 8 a.m., we heard a talk on "Death along
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the Mormon Trail" by Mel Bashore. He explained the
chart he developed to do his research showing the
emigrant's name, company traveled in, sex, age, death
date and place, source of information and notes. Inter
estingly his information showed that fewer died on
the Mormon Trail in the same time period than on the
California/Oregon Trails. The second speaker was
Keith Meldahl of Mira Costa College in Oceanside,
California. His presentation was on "Geology and
the Over-land Trail," a topic often ignored in trail
books and articles. He noted that geology affected
how the trails evolved, and with an excellent Power
Point presentation, he showed side-by-side
comparisons of geologic features and present day
views of where the trails are located. Mr. Meldahl
has an upcoming book called Hard Road West:
Rivers, Mountains and History Along the California
Trail which many of us will look for-ward to
reading.
Tod Berens spoke about "The Trail to Mount
Misery." He noted, "Geography is the stage on which
the drama of history is acted," and commented that "
Rut Nuts" are basically geographers at heart, wanting to know WHERE the trails went. He said many
followed Fremont's misleading map, trying to locate
the mountain range where "water flowed" and there
were "endless meadows." Mr. Berens concluded it
was not a special point but a spread out area. Next, we
learned about "Fishing along the Trail" with D. Robert Carter. It was his opinion that at least one person in
every wagon company fished for fun and for food when
there was water available - fishing along the Platte and
Sweetwater Rivers and catching trout in the Green
River and Snake River. They used hooks and lines,
speared fish with bayonets or knives, even caught fish
by hand.

subject of disaster on the trail from a different view.
His topic, "Terror on the Trail," concerned the Moun
tain Meadow Massacre where 120 men, women and
children were struck down one at a time. Using the
most recent research, Mr. Bigler held us spellbound as
he described the events which happened on 9/11/1857.
These unlucky emigrants were prosperous farmers,
heading to California who had the misfortune of arriving in the Salt Lake Valley in the midst of a revolt,
"the wrong place, at the wrong time."
Leaving those sobering thoughts behind, we
changed to party clothes for Friday evening's Social
and Recognition Banquet. It was a time of good food
and fellowship, topped by a well-run presentation of
awards. California-Nevada Chapter members will be
happy to learn Frank Tortorich received the prestigious
Merrill Mattes Award for the article he and James
Carman wrote on the "Big Tree Carson Valley Wagon
Road" for the Fall 2004 issue of Overland Journal.
Saturday was again a day for bus tours to explore the trails with nearly the same choices as the
Thursday tours. Our tour took us east of Salt Lake
on the Golden Pass Road, following sections of
Hastings Cutoff and the
Mormon Trail
as well as the
trail up Weber
Canyon where
some of the
wagons managed to get
through
in
1846. At Park
City we passed
sites of the
2002
Winter
Olympics, then
drove on to
Echo Canyon
where we view- Elaine Hill below cliffs in Echo Canyon.
Photo by Norine Kinvny.
ed fortific a -

After lunch, Lyndia McDowell Carter's talk, "
Bound to Repeat Itself," told the story of the Mormon Hand Cart disaster. She noted that "timing was
everything" for overland travel and that the 1856 Willie
and Martin Hand Cart companies ignored good advice. They were poorly prepared, left too late in August and were caught in freezing snowstorms. Though
Relief Parties of volunteers rescued them, many died.
Ironically, nine years later another wagon train repeated tions constructed during the "Utah War." Lunch was
the same mistakes. Luckily, this time Relief Parties at a park in the little town of Henefer, be-fore we
were able to save most of them.
continued up Weber Canyon, past the curious
geological formations called Devil's Slide and on to
Our final speaker, David Bigler, approached the
Devil's Gate where the Harlan/Young
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and ribs, salad, corn-on-the-cob, baked potatoes and
ice cream bars for dessert, we watched the demonstration of a wonderful pair of oxen being yoked and
hitched to a covered wagon. And, before the evening
ended, we congregated in the big barn to learn how to
square dance or dance a Virginia Reel or just clap our
hands to the fiddle and guitars. We rode back to the
hotel, singing and happy, then said our good byes with
a promise to, "See you next year in St. Joe!"

Devil's Gate caused wagons to use
the stream bed as their route.
Photo by Norine Kimmy.

company amazingly traveled in the riverbed itself.

Jan and Bill Hill take advantage of a photo shoot oportunity
with the team of oxen. Photo by Norine Kimmy.

That evening was the final night of the convention, and shuttle buses took us to the old Wheeler Farm,
now located in a big park at Little Cottonwood Creek.
A turn-of-the-century dairy farm, it still exists as a 75acre demonstration farm of rural lifestyle. It was the
perfect place to enjoy a great barbecue dinner and mu
-sic by the "Rebel Wranglers." After downing chicken

Mary Ann Tortorich

Audience, including Don Buck, listens to presentation about
use of oxen during westward movement. Photo by Norine Kimmy.

Photo by Carol March

Page II

Hello,

campaign. As a follow-up, I just received a four-page
We are new members of OCTA as of the Genoa bulletin, "Friends Only -- Update June 2005" from the
Symposium. We enjoyed it all very much, except for Trust. It is still working hard to gather funds to restore
the Markleeville tour (we went to Woodland to watch this wonderful building.
For further information, please contact:
our grandson Casey play at the Scottish games).
John Marsh Historic Trust
We enjoyed reading about the Symposium and
PO Box 272, Concord, CA 94522,
thought it was very well described by Carol March. It
Ph (925 459-2541
was fun to see our pictures just above "page 11" and
or
<www.johnmarshhouse.com>
we wonder if there were any more new members there
that weekend. !
Sincerely,
Do you have a section in your Trail Talk where
Doug Crary
you introduce new members? It would be fun to learn
from whence they came, and could help them become
involved in your activities sooner. Some may need Dear friends,
coaxing.
Our son Ed told us that several of our OCTA
Hope to see you at a future event.
friends at the Convention were asking about us. As
Dick & Jean Young
you may know, Milt has short-term memory loss now,
(Extremely valuable suggestion from a new member!]
but still recalls many of the good times on the trails
and other Conventions with you. Milt isn't driving
any more due to confusion with directions....even local. His health is good otherwise, and he is still his
Dear friends,
good-natured self!
Several years ago our OCTA group had a midyear Symposium and field trip to Northern California,
and had a most-interesting visit to the Dr. John Marsh
Historic Stone House near Brentwood. Dr. Marsh,
known as "The Man Who Loved California," came to
the Los Angeles area in 1835 and practiced medicine
there until he had earned enough cattle hides to buy
the Rancho Los Magonas, near what is now
Brentwood, in 1836. He is listed as the first American
to live in California.

We still travel but try and use public transportation. We were on a Princess Mexican Riviera cruise
in early spring with all our children; and spent a week
in Santa Barbara in July. In September we will take
Amtrak to visit Ed and family in Layton, Utah. So,
we are still in the `land of the living' and getting
around.

Milt still uses his computer for emails and likes
to hear what's going on with the trails activities. He is
content to be home, but also thoroughly enjoys dining
out and going places that June has planned. Our three
Soon afterwards he started a one-man campaign children keep in close touch with us.
for California to become a state, and was very active
We did move a year ago from Marysville to a
and successful until he was murdered by three vaque- smaller home at 2814 Coy Drive, Yuba City, CA 95993;
ros. After his son and daughter lived in the big stone phone 530-822-5485. We are just west of Hwy 99,
house, it was given to the state of California. The state and slightly north of Hwy 20. Our daughter lives close
signed a covenant promising to care for the house and by and helps us a lot. If you are in the area, please do
create a park, That was 20 years ago. Today this once- come by and see us. Milt would like to hear from any
beautiful house is in dire danger from deterioration.
Interested citizens have recognized the need for of you.
Happy trails.
action and, a number of years ago, formed the Dr. John
Milt and June Otto
Marsh Historic Trust, a nonprofit corporation. A
<motto@syix.coms>
couple
of years ago, I started contributing to this worthwhile
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PICTURE YOURSELF IN THE BEAUTIFUL SANTA CLARA VALLEY
AT THE SPRING SYMPOSIUM MAY 5-6-7, 2006
Walk the old mining town of New Almaden, see historic
homes, the Mining Museum, and explore Quicksilver Park.

With Pat Loomis as your guide, tour
the Pioneer Sections of lovely Oak
Hill Memorial Park.

Attend the awards dinner in the vineyards of
Guglielmo Winery in Morgan Hill.

CA/NV ELECTED BOARD MEMBERS
The Nominating Committee comprised of Chairman
Terry Hardwicke, Steve Knight, and Mary Mueller submitted a slate of nominees to the CA/NV Board of Directors
on April 22, 2005 at the Genoa Symposium. At the general
membership meeting next day, the 160 attendees voted to
accept the candidates who are:
1) Kathy Lewin of Carmichael, CA, was seated for
her second term on the board. She cochaired the Genoa Symposium last April.
Kathy will be remembered for helping to
launch the chapter Speaker's Bureau with
John Krizek, and heading the northern
bureau while she lived in Santa Rosa. She
hopes to interest more young people, both
locally and nationally, in the fascinating
and irreplaceable pioneer history associated with old trails and artifacts throughout the west.
2) Dave Hollecker of Reno, NV, joined OCTA and the
CA/NV chapter in 1988. He has attended many of the national conventions. In 1994 he helped get the `96 Elko convention started and in 2000 he joined Chuck Dodd in cochairing the 2002 Reno convention. In 2002 he received

OCTA's Distinguished Volunteer Award
and in 2004 he was awarded a Certificate of Appreciation from both the national and chapter for his efforts in saving a portion of the Beckwourth Trail.
Dave is an 18 year member of Trails West,
Inc. and is currently president. Dave also
serves on the Reno Historical Resources Commission.
3) Dr. Jay Stovall of Grass
Valley, became a charter member when
OC.I'A was established in 1982. Jay has
attended the majority of the national conventions and most of the chapter's symposiums. He has been on many of the
chapter field trips and tours, has studied
the Compendium report, and hopes to
help the president and the board with its
mission. He wrote "I will do all that is possible to aid our
chapter to face the future with good feelings by everyone
for what we are doing for an important era in our country's
history." After 43 years of private practice as a children's
eye specialist, Jay has found time to volunteer on the board.

GENOA REVIEW

'Even

though only 12% of 160 people responded to the Genoa Symposium evaluation, their comments
will be helpful to people planning future symposiums.
Thank you 12%
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