Number 99_____________________________________________________________Spring 2015

BUSY YEAR FOR THE CHAPTER
California-Nevada Chapter Meeting &
Symposium Chico, CA

BONANZA OF TRAILS
A Bonanza of Trails is the theme of the
thirty-third OCTA Convention at Lake Tahoe,
September 21-25, 2015.
The convention site is Harveys Lake
Tahoe, immediately on the Nevada side of the
California-Nevada state line, hence the town
name of Stateline, NV.
Exciting times lie ahead, and some busy
times, as well.
At the opening session of the
convention during the OCTA General Meeting,
John Winner, our past chapter president, will
be introduced to the membership as he begins
his two-year term as the new OCTA president,
following his service these past two years as
vice-president. After his presidency he will
serve two years as OCTA past president. That
is quite a commitment, and we are honored
and proud to have John representing our
chapter.
Dick Waugh is this year's OCTA
convention chair and is leading the committee
toward another successful Chapter-sponsored
convention.
This makes the seventh time the CA-NV
Chapter has hosted an OCTA convention. The
first was the Carson City in 1986, before we
were officially a chapter. The chapter followed
with conventions in Sacramento in 1991, Elko
in 1996, Chico in 1999, Reno in 2002 and back
to Elko in 2010.
Plans for this year's convention are
gradually coming together.

The California-Nevada Chapter of the
Oregon-California Trail Association will hold its
Spring Symposium in Chico, CA, on April 30,
May 1, and May 2, 2015. All meetings will be at
the Oxford Suites Hotel conference rooms.
This will be a smaller than usual symposium
due to the National Convention planning
workload.
On Thursday, the Chapter Board of
Directors will meet in the morning. The General
Membership Meeting will begin at 11:50 am
afternoon for a few minutes and then
reconvene on Friday, May 1, at 9 am.
Convention Planning will be after lunch.
On Friday the General Membership
Business Meeting will be in the morning. There
will be a buffet luncheon in the conference
room. The afternoon will be the follow-up of the
OCTA convention planning meeting.
On Saturday morning we will have a talk
by Historian Dave Freeman on Lassen’s
Ranch. This will be followed by lunch on your
own, and a tour of the Sierra Nevada Brewery.
There will also be an optional tour of the Abbey
of New Clairvaux in Vina, CA, which includes
wine tasting and a tour of some of the Lassen
Ranch sites, where the Abbey is located.
Self-guided tours of Chico’s downtown
area including Diamond Alley, wall murals, and
the Chico State Arboretum are recommended
(Continued on Page 3, right column)
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From Behind the Redwood Curtain…

CA-NV Board of Directors
and Officers:

The CA/NV chapter is placing most of its effort
into the planning of the National Convention at Lake
Tahoe during September 21-25, 2015. Convention
Coordinator Dick Waugh has organized many volunteers
to take on the multitude of tasks and details required for
such an event. We have almost monthly planning
meetings and are making good progress to hosting a
memorable event.
The trails have not been neglected. There have
been outings to locate and survey several trail segments.
At our September, 2014 chapter meeting, new projects
were proposed. One of those projects was to establish
more trail interpretive signage in highly visible
locations. To that end, Frank Tortorich recently
submitted a proposal to work with Kirkwood Ski area,
through which runs the Carson Trail, to develop
interpretive signs at its lodge and along some ski trails.
Frank will have details at our spring board/membership
meeting.
A day after our September chapter board
meeting we learned that the long delayed California
Auto Tour Route Project (CA/NV OCTA title) had new
momentum. The California Department of
Transportation, Caltrans, was preparing to transfer funds
to the National Park Service, to complete planning, sign
production and training of chapter volunteers in the use
of a computer program to establish sign locations.
I met with the Caltrans Project Coordinator and
suggested it would be great to have the dedication of the
first highway sign during our National Convention. An
affirmative answer was not received at that time. We are
looking forward to completing the next phase of the
project which will be the computer training workshop
with the National Park Service sometime this spring.
During March 12-15, the Chapter will represent
OCTA at the annual convention of the Society for
California Archeology in Redding, California. It is
expected that around 400 archeologists will attend this
event. Last year John Winner gave a talk at the
convention emphasizing the goals and objectives of
OCTA.
This year the chapter will have an informational
display. We hope to recruit new partners and members;
as well as sell a few maps and books.
The chapter will hold its annual membership,
board and symposium gathering along with a convention
planning session in Chico, CA during April 30-May 2,
2015. This annual gathering will be a scaled down
version of our usual activities due to the effort being put
into planning for the convention.

Mark Wilson, President
wwht@sbcglobal.net
Dick Waugh, Vice President
camalobo@comcast.net
Carol March, Treasurer
chmarch@aol.com
Kathy Koester, Secretary
kkoester@fastkat.com
Additional Directors:
Dick Young
jdyoung7557@att.net
Larry Schmidt
lpschmidt@gmail.com
Ken Johnston
kljstn@msn.com
Howdy Hoover
howdy67@surewest.net
John Winner, Past President
swinner@dataentree.com

Publications:
Trail Talk Editorial Board:
Dave Hollecker, Editor: mtgrizz@aol.com
Phyllis Smith, Assistant Editor
Bob Evanhoe, proofing
Email: canvocta@gmail.com
Website: www.canvocta.org
Dee Owens, Editor
Adam Welch, Webmaster
E-News: the CA-NV Chapter offers rapid
communication of announcements and chapter
news via private email, through Google groups.
If you would like to be included in this group,
email Dee Owens at: dgowens@comcast.net

(Continued on Page 8)
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Special events are being scheduled to include
displaying a restored covered wagon located
outside Harveys lobby. There will be pioneer ladies
ready to share their cooking experiences on the
trail.
Preconvention and bus tours are nearing
trial-run stages with the lunches, drinks, snack
prices determined and buses reserved. Tour
guides, navigators, assistants, and chase vehicle
drivers are doing research and being trained. Tour
guidebooks are being written to make your tours
more enjoyable.
Whew! The list of tasks needing completion
is endless.
Needless to say there are places for many
volunteers to help with those necessary support
tasks. Email: tahoeconvention@gmail.com for a
list of tasks to be sent to you.
As the schedule is completed and all the
information gathered on speakers and tours, you
should be receiving your registration booklet in the
mail from OCTA headquarters sometime in April.
Also, about the same time, the booklet will be
online and with the option of registering online.
Without
giving too
much away,
it will be a
time you will
not want to
miss.
Some of
the
activities
and tours
have
limited
spaces, so
register early.
Watch for more information in the next issue
of Trail Talk and in OCTA's newsletter, News From
the Plains.
If you are interested in hearing what is being
done, or to learn where your time and talents might
be used, you are invited to the next planning
meeting, March 23, 2015, at the Ridge Golf and
Country Club, 2020 Golf Course Rd., Auburn, CA,
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
For more information contact:
tahoeconvention@gmail.com or Mary Ann
Tortorich, 209.296.7242. ~

as are a Bidwell Park drive-thru and a tour of the
Bidwell Park Mansion on the campus of Chico
State University.
Each morning water and coffee will be
provided in the conference room. Breakfast is
included in your Oxford Suites room rate. With
the exception of Friday’s lunch, all meals are on
your own. There is a restaurant in the hotel.
Symposium dates and schedule are:

April 30, May 1 and May 2, 2015
At the Oxford Suites, 2035 Business Lane, Chico.
Take E 20th St. off ramp on Hwy 99, head east to
Business Lane and turn right, one block to hotel.
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Thursday: April 30, 2015
9:00 - 10:15 – Board of Directors Meeting
10:15 -10:30 – Break
10:30 -11:45 - Board of Directors Meeting
11:50 – Noon – General Membership Meeting
12:00 – 1:00 - Lunch break
1:15 - 2:45 - Convention Planning MeetingPart 1
2:45 – 3:00 - Break
3:00 - 5:00 - Convention Planning Meeting –
Part - 1
5:00 - 6:30 - Reception/Registration - No
Host Bar
Friday: May 1, 2015
9:00 – 10:15 – General Membership Meeting
10:15 – 10:30 – Break
10:30 – 11:45 - General Membership Meeting
12:00 – 1:00 - Lunch break
1:15 - 2:45 - Convention Planning Meeting –
Part 2
2:45 - 3:00 - Break
3:00 - 5:00 - Convention Planning Meeting –
Part 2
Saturday: May 2, 2015
9:00 - 11:00 - Speaker Dave Freeman will talk
on Lassen’s Ranch.
11:00 - 3:00 - Tours and lunch on your own. ~
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Harveys at Lake Tahoe

California-Nevada Chapter of the Oregon-California Trails Association
Chico Symposium Registration
Join us near the end of the Lassen Trail for the annual CA-NV OCTA Chapter
spring symposium.
April 30, May 1, & May 2, 2015 (Thursday – Saturday)
At the Oxford Suites, 2035 Business Lane, Chico, California
CALL OXFORD SUITES AT: 1-530-899-9090 for Reservations
We have 20 rooms reserved at the Oxford Suites in Chico. Ten are Studio King Suites at $116 and 10 are Studio Double
Suites at $130. These are being saved for Thursday through Saturday nights. There is a 10% tax on the rooms. We need
to get enough room reservations or there will be extra charges for the conference rooms. If we get 30 room-nights or
more, the conference rooms are free. That would be like 15 rooms for 2 nights each. These room prices are less than
what you would pay at hotel.com. Please let the hotel know you are attending the Chapter Symposium for the discount.

Deadline for registration is Sunday, April 19, 2015.
For additional information contact:
Howdy Hoover at howdy67@surewest.net
Or Mark Wilson at 646-812-1727

Your Registration Includes:
Thursday: Reception and no-host bar.
Friday: Buffet lunch in conference room.
Saturday: Tour of Sierra Nevada Brewery or tour of Abbey of New Clairvaux
Coffee/tea/water will be provided in conference room each day.
Please make checks payable to CA-NV OCTA and send to:
CA-NV OCTA, c/o Howdy Hoover
5221 Callister Ave.
Sacramento, CA 95819
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Xerox or Print from Website to save your TRAIL TALK

CA-NV Chapter Members
Non- CA-NV Chapter Members

$30 per person
$35 per person
Total

x______= $ ___________
x ______= $ ___________
$ ____________

First Name________________________________ Last Name_______________________________________ and
________________________________

_______________________________________

Address_______________________________________
City __________________________________________

Email____________________________________

State ____________________ ZIP_________________

Phone____________________________________
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CALL FOR THE 2015 AWARD NOMINATIONS
By Norine Kimmy
The CA-NV Chapter of OCTA is accepting nominations for two categories of awards: the Lifetime
Achievement Award and Certificates of Appreciation.
Certificates of Appreciation are presented to five or six persons for specific contributions to Chapter
Service or Trails Preservation. To be the recipient of a Certificate of Appreciation an individual does not need
to be a member of OCTA; a business entity may be the recipient of a Certificate of Appreciation. The Lifetime
Achievement Award is presented to an OCTA member for outstanding long-term service to the Chapter and/or
service to Trails Preservation.
All it takes to nominate a worthy individual is a letter containing information on the nominee's service
that merits award consideration. Please let us know what the individual has done so we can acknowledge it
during the presentation. This year's Award Committee members are Norine Kimmy, Kathy Buob, and Priscilla
Van der Pas.
Nominations must be received by April 10, 2015. Letters of Nomination should be sent to Awards
Committee chairperson: Norine Kimmy, 1437 Piedmont Rd., San Jose, CA 95132, or email:
nkimmy@sbcglobal.net.
In addition, Mark Wilson, will present the President's Senior Trail Boss Award. The awards will be
given out at the Spring Symposium’s general membership meeting on May 1, 2015. ~

To all members of the California-Nevada Chapter of OCTA
Notice of Solicitation of Nominations for the Board of Directors
In accordance with Article VI of the Chapter Bylaws, the President shall appoint annually a
three-member Nominating Committee.
This committee shall then nominate one or more persons for each forthcoming vacancy of the
Board of Directors, and present the slate to the membership in writing four weeks prior to the Spring
Business Meeting of the chapter.
There will be two vacancies to be filled in 2015. Their terms are for three years. As the Article
IV requirement that at least one Board Member shall be from Nevada has already been met, any
Chapter Member in good standing is eligible to be a nominee.
Members interested in serving on the CA-NV Chapter, OCTA, Board of Directors should
submit a brief description of their experiences and reasons for their desire to serve the organization.
Nominations may be presented to the Board up until and during the annual Spring Business
Meeting in Chico on May 1st of this year.
Please mail your nomination applications to:
CA-NV OCTA Chapter Nominating Committee
P O Box 1521
Yreka, CA 96097-1521
Or…submit them in Word to yreka98bob@yahoo.com. Your participation in this important endeavor
is appreciated. Two nominations submitted so far are on page 6.
Bob Evanhoe, Nominating Committee Chair. ~
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CA-NV OCTA Board Candidate Statement for Ken Johnston
Ken is a retired educator and has been actively involved with California Historic Trails since 1974, when he was
hired by Lassen Volcanic National Park to develop a living history program to interpret the development of the Lassen and
Nobles Trails, which are closely associated with the National Park. In 2012, he published a book titled Legendary Truths,
Peter Lassen and His Gold Rush Trail in Fact and Fable.
He is presently working with the Planning Committee for the 2015 National OCTA Convention in Lake Tahoe and is
in charge of scheduling and organizing speakers for the convention. He will represent the CA-NV Chapter at the national
OCTA Mid-Year Meeting in Denver in March of 2015. He has been active in attending California-Nevada Chapter of OCTA
Board meetings, national OCTA conventions, and trail tours and outings.
He also attends Trails West meetings and outings to map and preserve the trails. He has served this past term on
the California-Nevada Chapter of OCTA Board of Directors and would be honored to be re-elected. ~

CA-NV OCTA Board Candidate Statement for Steve Shaw
My name is Steve Shaw, and I am seeking your vote for the CA-NV Board of Directors. I am a retired high school
science teacher and coach. I have traveled the whole Oregon Trail from St. Louis to Oregon City, Oregon. It was during this
1997 trip that my wife, Donna, and I were introduced to OCTA. It was shortly thereafter that we joined the organization. We
have attended all the national conventions and chapter symposiums since that date.
My California ancestry goes back to the early gold mining days. Some of my ancestors traveled across the Isthmus
of Panama on foot, came by ship to Stockton, and by wagon over the Henness Pass Road to Marysville, CA.
The CA-NV chapter assigned me the Feasibility Study of the Hennness Pass Road several years ago. I am now
waiting for this road to be designated a National Historical Trail.
I am currently researching the Tahoe Basin, and the campsites of the Donner-Reed Party around Alder Creek and
Donner Lake. This September, at our OCTA 2015 National Convention, I will be part of several bus tours to these sites. In
addition, I will be in charge of selling merchandise at the Convention. Last year, I headed up the selling of merchandise for
our 2014 national convention in Kearney, NE.
I am a loyal Wedge Warrior. Our leader, Frank Tortorich, always has new historical information and places that we
try to maintain.
I am a member of a number of county historical societies. Along with our esteemed CA-NV President, Mark Wilson,
we have been longtime members of the CBHMA (Custer Battlefield Museum Association). Whenever possible we make the
long trek up to Montana to participate in the annual weeklong symposium. My interests also cover the American Civil War,
where I have been a reenactor for the past 18 years. Donna and I have spent a lot of time traveling to the historical sites
once traversed by our beloved 72nd New York Volunteer Infantry Regiment.
Preservation of the historical trails is extremely important to me. Once we allow segments of the trails to be
changed or removed, we have failed our ancestors, those who enjoy visiting parts of the trails, and our future generations. ~

CONVENTION AUCTION AND RAFFLE NEEDS
Time is flying by, and September will be here before we know it. The 2015 Convention in South Lake Tahoe is
going to be awesome. I hope you have had a chance to discover something beautiful, handmade, useful, educational or
just plain fun to contribute to our annual auction. We will have a raffle, silent auction and live auction with John Winner as
our auctioneer. All of this sounds great, but we need lots of items to make it successful. Anything you can bring will be most
appreciated.
If you need any information, please contact me at: swinner@dataentree.com
Thanks so much for your help.
Susie Winner, Raffle Chairman ~
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CONVENTION VOLUNTEER NEEDS
“A Bonanza of Trails.” This is the theme for OCTA's National 2015 Convention to be held in South
Lake Tahoe (Stateline), Nevada, from September 21-25, 2015, and hosted by CA-NV Chapter.
As many of you know who have worked on previous conventions, there are many volunteer jobs that
need doing, before and during the convention.
This partial list has many jobs under each heading. We hope something catches your eye. Realizing
the convention is six months away, knowing things change in all our lives, we still would like to hear from you
and what your interests might be. Some jobs are an hour or less, some are two to four hour shifts, and some
are all day, like the bus tours.
Awards: Work with OCTA Awards Chair to see what is needed and transmitting those needs to the
convention chair; greet non-OCTA members who will be receiving awards at registration and escort them to
their table in the dining room.
Book Room: Help the book room chairs organize the room with signs and place cards; greet book
dealers at the convention registration area and help them find the bookroom and their area; be a support
person to the book dealers and buyers during the convention.
Publicity: Write articles for magazines, newspapers, newsletters of local organization, both local and
CA and NV towns; obtain the contacts to send such articles; obtain contacts for local TV and radio stations; set
up TV or radio interviews of OCTA President, chapter president, and/or convention chair; write follow up
articles for same contacts and for OCTA's newsletter, News From the Plains.
Entertainment: Coordinate entertainment of venues for Thursday and Friday nights (programs are
already lined up) by finding out their needs for area, and sound equipment, etc.
Catering: On-site: Oversee the meal service to be sure all is going well; take tickets at the lunches and
Awards dinner; check to see to refills for coffee and water service during the day.
Catering: For bus tours; pre-pack boxes for each bus with the correct amount of drinks, snacks and
supplies early Wednesday and Friday morning; lunches have already been contracted. Pickup trucks and
drivers needed to get the lunches in the wee hours of the morning for the buses. Then, load ice chests,
lunches and snacks onto the buses as they arrive at the hotel and unload the buses at the end of the tours. Of
course, this is for volunteers who are not going on the bus tours.
CA-NV Chapter Information Table: Sell convention merchandise, hand out membership brochures,
run the film viewer, brag about our chapter and what it has to offer.
Program - Speakers, Workshops: Greeters for speakers and workshop leaders, escorting them to the
speaker area or to their workshop room; work with Hotel AV staff; introduce a speaker or workshop leader.
Raffle/Silent Auction: Donate items!!! Set up the raffle/auction area; walk the halls selling raffle
tickets; after each drawing, write winning ticket numbers on sheets of paper and post in special areas; sit at the
table in the raffle area to guide attendees on how to make a bid for the silent auction; take down the
raffle/auction area on Thursday afternoon.
Registration: Stuff convention bags; hand out Liability forms to attendees to sign before they can
check in; check in those registered; help those walking in to register for the convention; explain to attendees
about their nametag and holders, their emergency medical forms, use of the tickets and where events will take
place, etc.; after the registration rush, help attendees and the public with questions and challenges they might
have.
Tours: Support and work with bus tour and pre-convention teams as to their needs.
Bus Tours: There could possibly be up to six buses for the tours; each bus needs a tour guide, a
navigator for the bus driver, support person and a "Tail End Charlie" to drive their personal vehicle behind each
bus for support and any necessary communications.
Preconvention tours: Each tour will need a Tail End Charlie, usually one taking the tour.
Thank you notes: Help writing thank you notes in the 30 days following the convention.
No prior experience? Instructions will be given before or during the convention by
knowledgeable members.

WE NEED YOU! ~
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(Continued from Page 2)

The Board Meeting will be held Thursday morning, April 30, with the General Membership Meeting following the board
meeting adjournment. A recess of the General Membership Meeting will be called within 5 minutes of convening. It will
reconvene the following morning, Friday, at 9, to meet the obligation of having the General Membership meeting by the
end of April. The symposium will feature revelations of new archeological findings at Peter Lassen’s Rancho, which is
near Chico on the Sacramento River. We shall conclude with a tour of John Bidwell’s Mansion.
Finally, I have heard from some of our members concerning confusion and duplicity in reporting volunteer hours,
mileage and money spent for OCTA activities. This year was a bit more confusing for a few reasons. The major reason
was there were two reporting periods to two separate organizations. These were the National Park Service for the fiscal
year and the Partnership for the National Trails System for the calendar year. I recently spoke to our national president,
John Krizek, about this and suggested that members be given some clarity and guidelines.
John said I should work with Jere Krakow, who is our national liaison to other organizations, to develop
guidelines to simplify the process. It is important we report our volunteer hours and out of pocket expenses, because this
information is used to influence the Park Service’s budget, and, in turn, funds OCTA to implement various projects.
I’ll keep you posted.
Mark Wilson ~

____________________________________________________
Beckwourth Trail Updates
Recently, Dan Murray, a friend of mine, and I put 15 or so Carsonites along the Beckwourth (Dan has
the GPS points). That afternoon we met with the Plumas National Forest Archaeologists and talked about year
four work options.
The long and short of it was that Oroville District has a lot of upcoming projects so the majority of time
will be working segments along Oroville Quincy Highway from Brush Creek to Bucks Summit...these shorter
segments, broken up by the Oroville Quincy Hwy., are interesting, needing attention and make for some good
discussions at camp!
April 13-14, 2015. We will be at Quincy working in the Bucks Lake area. I want to work the section at
Bucks summit from the Pacific Crest Trail east down to Eagle Creek as well as put out a bunch of Carsonites. I
would like to meet Monday night to get input on a hike I am pondering for May in conjunction with May's work
days.
The Weekend of May 9-10, 2015 I am going to hike from Lake Davis, over Grizzly Ridge and into the
Greenhorn Resort. May's workdays are Monday-Tuesday May 11-12, 2015. Depending on weather, interest
etc., it could be a backpack overnighter, a car camp overnighter or a combo. The outline would be to meet
Friday night, hike and camp on Grizzly Ridge or at Emigrant Creek on Saturday, then finish off by hiking into
the Greenhorn. If you are interested let me know. In addition, we discussed some trail clearing and marking,
a OHV trail review along Grizzly Ridge, an OCTA outing hike/camping trip overnighter from Lake Davis to
Greenhorn Ranch... Scott Lawson volunteered his pack mules for a possible camp on Grizzly Ridge where we
located a probable emigrant camp spot last year...it is going to be a busy year with the OCTA National
convention on the schedule also...There will be no September outing due to the convention.
I am trying to get some dates on the calendar for next year...I am putting these dates out for your
comment and input...We are planning on Mondays and Tuesdays so we can consider adding a weekend to
several of the months for some four-day outings...I have had requests for some longer outings to
accommodate some people in the group...remember we can mix and match people coming and going...so let
me know which months might work for the weekend outings...please remember that all dates are subject to
change or adjustment due to life (which always gets in the way:-)
April 13-14, May 11-12, June 15-16, July 13-14, Aug 10-11, Sept, None (convention 20th-26th) and Oct 5-6.
Date Questions? Let me know, and then I will get the dates onto the CA-NV website ASAP...hasta!
Dick Waugh, BTG Mapping Team Leader. ~
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CARSONITE MARKERS INSTALLED ON GREENHORN CUTOFF
By John Winner

Members of the CA-NV Chapter and other volunteers installed 24 carsonite markers on the Greenhorn
Cutoff emigrant trail. The Greenhorn Cutoff was an alternate route on the California Trail, avoiding a difficult
area of the Humboldt River between present day Elko and Carlin, Nevada. Team leader was John Winner,
past president of the CA-NV Chapter, along with a group of volunteers,
including OCTA, local dignitaries, the Bureau of Land Management,
members of the California Trail Center Foundation and members of the
Humboldt Highroad Historical Society.
A few of the Carsonite markers were placed on a steep ridge
adjacent to Interstate 80, just west of the California Trail Interpretive
Center in Elko, Nevada. Visitors to the Trail Center frequently ask
where they can get a glimpse of an emigrant trail. Although on private
property and without public access, the landowner gave permission to
install the Carsonite markers so that travelers on the Interstate could
see an emigrant trail location and get a sense of the difficulty they
faced.
Several more markers were installed on Class 1 segments of the
Greenhorn Cutoff on public land managed by the Bureau of Land
Management. ~

Trail Clearing Crew
by Frank Tortorich
While working at Carson Pass Information Station, a trail buff told me that he was not able to locate the
Carson Trail between Tragedy Spring and Maiden’s Grave. I was taken aback because I always considered
this 1.6-mile segment to be one of the best marked and easiest to follow segments in the entire area. So after
a July Trail cleanup project, several of us decided to check it out. It did not take long for us to realize the
problem.
This past year there were some incredibly high winds in the Sierra, accompanied by thunder, lightning
and rain. Lightning had hit a big red fir tree and blew it to pieces, scattering it onto the Trail. A bit farther along
we began seeing a jumble of about 35 downed trees, many crisscrossing
the Trail.
Now this is a segment of trail that I know like the back of my hand.
However, with that amount of downfall, it all looked different and even I
struggled to relocate the Trail. Needless to say, those trees had to go. On
October 16, 2014, Bill Holms, Lee Winton, Scott Vail, Jon and Janet
Nowland, Larry Schmidt and myself met near the Maiden’s Grave and
headed east on the Trail.
I went ahead to be sure we were on the Trail. I placed about 40
new Trail markers and pulled the smaller stuff off the Trail. Following me,
Bill, Lee, Scott and Jon all wielded their chain saws while Larry and Janet
followed them, pulling limbs and branches off the Trail. All the work was
finished about 1:30 pm with a great feeling of satisfaction that this
segment of Trail could now be enjoyed by everyone.
To these dedicated OCTA Trail nuts whose love for the Trail I so
admire, we all owe a great deal of gratitude for their work. OCTA is made
up of many such volunteers of whom we never know their names or
projects.
We honor them, too. ~
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AND WE REMEMBER . . .
Long-Time OCTA Member Bob Pearce Succumbs to Short Illness
Bob Pearce was born in Elko, Nevada on August 15, 1926 and died in
Reno, Nevada on November 18, 2014 at the age of 88.
He was a fourth generation Nevadan. After Bob's retirement from
Newmont in the early 1990s, he renewed his interest in following the California
Trail and showed others the trail ruts throughout Elko County. Bob was the chair
of the first OCTA Elko Convention and loved to share his zeal and interest with
anyone who was interested in the trail.
Bob and his wife Pat joined Trails West and the Oregon-California Trails
Association and participated in many conventions and field trips. He was often
sought out for his knowledge and expertise.
Bob was one of the original group bringing the California Trail Interpretive
Center to Elko and loved to personally tour people through the place as if he were
THE owner. (And as a taxpayer, he was!) He embedded the love of local and
western history in his family. ~

BEVERLY HESSE PASSES AWAY
Bev was a long time member of OCTA and the Chapter and a member of
the Argonauts Historical Society. She entered the hospital recently for hip
replacement and died during surgery. She frequently attended Chapter
events. Bev was married to George Hesse who was past-president of the
Chapter in the mid-nineties. He preceded her in death. She had many
friends in the Chapter and will be missed. ~

DICK BROCK
Dick Brock passed away last June at the age of 81 due to poor
health. Dick was a member of the OCTA Chapter and Trails West,
Inc.
Dick is best remembered as editor of the Trails West’s guide
books. He was a generous man and put in many, many hours to get
the guidebooks published. He was dedicated to the trails.
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NOTES AND OTHER STUFF . . .
MORE ON THE LAST WAGONS OVER DONNER
(EDITOR’S NOTE: The article about the last wagons over Donner Summit received a great deal of attention. John
Krizek, President of OCTA, sent me this email).
When I was researching the Stephens-Townsend-Murphy Party experience for the Forgotten Journey video,
about 15 years ago, Don Wiggins took me up there to show me where he figured the first wagons got over the top.
Going up the old highway from Donner Lake, we parked where the plaque from the 1994 naming of Mount Stephens
is, and climbed back over & down to the backyard of the last in-holding cabin, which was still visible from the road, and
there was the 10-ft (?) rock wall which the STM party struggled to get up & over in the snow-- with the notch toward one
side where they could get the oxen up one at a time. Don pointed out how they could not have come up following the
Dutch Flat Road route because they didn't have the time to build rock walls.
Assuming he was correct about that rock face, standing on top of it and looking up at the pass, there was the obvious
choice of going up the north side, rather than the south side where the railroad and China Wall got built. Sure enough we
went up & over and came down in the [Donner Ski Ranch] parking lot of the ski area on the west side. ~
(As is often the case, information like this is forgotten over time. We thank John for this update).

MOVING? CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS?
PLEASE send your new address to the attention of Membership Chair, Susie Winner,
as soon as possible at: CANVOCTA@GMAIL.COM
The Postal Service DOES NOT forward Ballots or TRAIL TALK.
It is sent back to the Chapter which must pay 49 cents for that return.

Submitting Trail Talk Articles

The editorial board of TRAIL TALK appreciates the articles that are sent in by members. This
newsletter would have a hard time existing without your input and interest -- thank you.
We, who assemble TRAIL TALK, put in many hours and days getting the newsletter completed.
We are always looking for ways to decrease the time spent publishing, printing and mailing.
For those of you sending in electronic articles, we request that you submit them SINGLE SPACED
with INDENTED paragraphs in WORD.
NO SPACES between paragraphs, please! Take time to read before submitting; checking for
grammar and spelling errors.
This will help us get TRAIL TALK out in a more efficient manner, thanks.

TRAIL TALK is available electronically. If you wish to receive it through email
and not get the hard copy in your mail box, please send your name and email address to:
CANVOCTA@GMAIL.COM requesting this electronic service. TRAIL TALK is also available on our
web site under the ‘Members Only’ tab: CANVOCTA.ORG
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FOR INQUIRIES, MEMBERSHIP OR TRAIL TALK SUBMISSIONS
Contact the Chapter at: CA-NV OCTA Chapter, P.O. Box 1521, Yreka, CA 96097
or Email: canvocta@gmail.com
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