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SPRING SYMPOSIUM A GREAT 

SUCCESS 
 Symposium Chair Larry Schmidt orchestrated a 
great time for the attendees of the Spring Symposium.  
He had some help.  Gerald Carbiener, Roger and Karen 
Gash, Steve and Patty Knight and Dave Hollecker 
pitched in and saw to it that the Convention and Board 
meetings, the Saturday program and evening dinner went 
off like clockwork. 
 Jack Greenhalgh entertained the members on 
Sunday morning with his knowledge and skill on making a 
wagon wheel at his shop and home near Reno. 
 “Pathfinders Then and Now” was the theme of 
this year’s event. John Fremont was the subject of two 
topics: his route and campsites along the Carson River 
with Peter Lathrop and Stony Tennant telling the story, 
and his lost cannon’s probable location being described 
by John Wilusz. 
 Donna Cossette spoke on the Northern Paiute 
perspective regarding European pathfinders.  Lee 
Dummel presented a “first person” reenactment of two 
men who rescued an emigrant Jayhawker party from 
Death Valley in 1849. 
 Dee Owens wrapped up the program with a 
power point presentation of discovering and mapping the 
Grizzly Flat Road. 
 A buffet lunch was followed by the award 
presentations and recognition program.  Dinner was at 
the JT Basque Restaurant and Bar where members 
enjoyed a Basque dinner served family style.  Both 
Carson Valley Inn and JT’s served exceptional food. 

(Continued Page 3) 

 
 
 
   

 

 

A LETTER FROM INDIAN TERRITORY 
by H. JACOBS 

From The California Emigrants.  

1849 

(Originally appeared in the WESTERN CHRONICLE newspaper of 
Centerville, Mich., October 20, 1849). 

   The following journal which has been handed us for 
publication, will be perused with interest by those who have 
friends on their way to the golden regions. 
 Indian Territory, May 15. 
   This day we have travelled [sic] eleven miles over bad roads.  
Encamped on the bank of the Platte river [sic], and shall follow 
it up four or five hundred miles. 
 [May] 16th. 
   The Sun is throwing his beams of light over these vast 
plains.  Our camp fires are kindled, the heardsmen [sic] are 
gone with the cattle.  We breakfast at 7 o’clock, and move at 
8– traveled 18 miles over good road.  The valley of the Platte, 
on an average, I judge to be ten miles wide, with high banks– it 
overflows, there is some timber on it.  Our company consists of 
70 or 80 well armed men, 23 waggons, 150 oxen and 8 cows.  
O, that I had a map and spy-glass. 
 [May] 17th. 
   All well.  It has commenced raining.  I hope that we are now 
out of reach of sympathetic letters, we meet with 
discouragements enough without any from that source.  We 
have left our friends and homes with a determination to see 
California, and if blessed with life and health we shall 
undoubtedly accomplish the journey.  Traveled 18 miles today. 
 [May] 18th. 
   All in motion in camp.  They are already out of sight, while I 
am lingering behind, by smoking embers of our camp fire.  The 
morning is pleasant.  We are all in good spirits– traveled 16 
miles. 
 [May] 19th. 
   We have passed an old Pawnee village which is now in 
ruins.  There is but three things lacking to make this the garden 
of the world:  Timber, Inland, Climate.  It certainly surpasses 
everything I have even seen, the world cannot equal it in 
beauty, richness & c.  O, what farms will be made here, not 
many moons hence, in my opinion.              (Continued Page 4) 

 

2014 CHAPTER ACTIVITIES 
Beckwourth Trail Mapping………………………July 8--9, 

August 19--20, September 2-- 3 & October. 7-- 8. 
Carson Trail Mapping…July 24-- 25, September 11-- 12, 

& October 17—18. 
(Continued on page 5) 
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FROM THE DESK OF JOHN WINNER . . . 
  
 
 Greetings to all!  A special thanks to Larry Schmidt and his 
symposium team for a great job in putting together our Spring 
Symposium, April 26th. and 27th. at the Carson Valley Inn in Minden, 
Nevada. By all accounts it was a huge success.   
 Congratulations to Mark Wilson for his reelection to the 
Chapter Board of Directors and to Howdy Hoover recently elected to 
the Board.  Both Mark and Howdy have great credentials and will be 
an asset in guiding the organization. 
 Are you going to the OCTA National Convention in 
Kearney, Nebraska? If so, can you help us for a couple hours at the 
2015 Convention booth. Since we are hosting the 2015 OCTA 
National Convention at Harvey’s, Stateline, Nevada, (South Lake 
Tahoe) the CA-NV Chapter will be promoting the convention by 
selling 2015 convention merchandise and encouraging everyone to 
attend. We will show videos of Chapter activities and provide 
handouts for the Lake Tahoe area. If you are able to give us a couple 
hours at the booth let us know canvocta@gmail.com.    
 On May 24th. and 25th., 17 OCTA members attended a 2 
day classroom workshop at the Silver State Charter School in Carson 
City, Nevada. The workshop focused mainly on Part C of the recently 
revised OCTA  MET Manual (Mapping Emigrant Trails) where  the 
class was introduced to the protocol and symbology of mapping 
using Terrain Navigator Pro, the software adopted by OCTA. After 
introductions, Don Buck gave a brief history of the MET Manual and 
discussed trail classification. John Winner, Dee Owens and Lloyd 
Johnson followed with the Planning and Executing of a mapping 
project. A power point presentation was given on planning a mapping 
project.  A review of the tools and icons using Terrain Navigator Pro,  
creating markers for trail locations, artifacts, features and signs, 
along with full names to identify the markers with location, symbols, 
coordinates and notes. Creating labels and tracks for trail location 
and classification. How to prepare a report and exporting and 
importing a mapping project  to other TNP users.  
 On the second day of the workshop, after a brief review, 
the class worked a case study. A prepared collection of field notes 
with GPS waypoints of trail locations, artifacts, features, signage, 
GLO map references, trail classifications and other pertinent data 
were studied. Using their laptop computers and the information 
provided from the case study the class prepared a  hands on Terrain 
Navigator Pro trail map.  
 On Monday following the workshop, 13 took to the field on 
a segment of the Carson Trail  to do “on the job” field training,  
putting in place the weekend classroom training.  I'd like to  thank 
Steve Knight, Superintendent of the Silver State Charter School for 
providing the classroom facilities. To Derek Nelson, GIS Specialist 
from the National Park Service who provided GIS technology at the 
workshop and especially the Chapter members who are now official 
TNP Trail Mappers.  ∞ 
 

MORE TO COME . . . 
 
 
 
 

mailto:swinner@dataentree.com
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mailto:chmarch@aol.com
mailto:jdyoung7557@att.net
http://www.canvocta.org/
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Phyllis%20Smith/My%20Documents/Trail%20Talk/dgowens@comcast.net
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SYMPOSIUM’S WAGON WHEEL FABRICATION 101 
 
 On Sunday morning attendees of the symposium were invited out to Jack Greenhalgh’s home and blacksmith shop 
near Reno.  Jack gave a brief history on wagon and wagon wheel making, and the tools that make them.  Jack has nearly 
all the original tools that were used to make these wagon parts, going back to the mid-1800s.  The following paragraph and 
photos show the process for installing the iron tire on the wooden wheel.   
 #1, This device takes flat iron stock and bends it into rounded iron – see upper right in photo.  #2, The rounded iron 
ends are welded together and the entire iron tire is heated in a fire to expand it.  #3, The hot iron tire is placed around the 
wooden wheel and fitted – note the smoke from the wooden wheel.   #4, Once fitted, the iron is cooled with water, thereby 
shrinking the iron onto the wooden wheel.  #5, The wheel receives some minor adjusting and is ready to install on a wagon 
axle.  #6, This wheel is ready for the iron tire.  The device sitting on the spokes just in front of the axle hub measures the 
outside of the rim for marking the proper place to drill the holes for the spokes.  #7, Jack talking about spokes.  # 8, No room 
for all his wagons?   Hang ’em from the rafters.  #9, Original Mica grease bucket.  ∞  
 

      
 

        
 

    
Photos by Frank Tortorich & Dave Hollecker 
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 [May] 20th.   
   Sunday– laid over, the wind is high and I cannot write. 
 [May] 21st. 
   Traveled 17 miles over good roads, we saw on the road 
several buffaloes, and one human scull [sic].  We have 
encamped on the bank of the Loupe-fork of the Platte.  Mr. 
Robert Eltherington is well; to him we are indepted [sic] for the 
excellent biscuit that is served up night and morning, warm and 
light, he is a good baker; we have flower [sic] but no dry bread.  
In your letters be sure to give all the information you can 
respecting the friends of the company– their names are John 
Major, Volney Hatchin, W. H. Angevine, Mitchell Laird, 
Benjamin Ogden, Robert Ethrington [sic], Hiram Jacobs. 
 [May] 22d. 

   This morning after breakfast while examining the ford of the 
river, we saw in the distance a man, as we supposed on 
horseback, then another, then another, until the prairie seemed 
to be all alive with horsemen, to the number of 200 or 250 
men, painted and dressed in Indian style.  I was in the river on 
a sand bar until they began to ford the river by dashing in at 
the top of their speed.  Our men at the camp were taken by 
surprise, when someone reported that “500 Indians were 
crossing the river.”  The company were scattered, some were 
hunting, some in one place and some in another.  The Indians 
soon came galloping into the camp.  I was standing at the time 
nearest the point of approach; the chief and a number of his 
warriors made signs to me to shake hands, and reaching out 
his hand to me I gave it a hearty shake, and they passed to 
others in the same way.  There was a man about ten rods off 
was frightened and pointed his rifle at the chief and would have 
shot him but for the timely interference of Robert Elthrington, of 
Sherman, who by his heroic conduct and presence of mind, 
saved the chief’s life, and as the consequence that would 
undoubtedly have fallen on us.  One of our men on the bluff 
fired at and Indian and missed him; but mortally wounded one 
of our mules.  One leaving us, the Indians soon came up with a 
company of our men who were out on a hunting excursion, 
rode up and shook hands and passed on.  They came to 
another man by the name of H. Rowe, a merchant of 
Wisconsin, who through fear fired on the Indians, and the 
result was, they killed, scalped, and cut his face in [a] most 
horrible manner.  At 10 o’clock we set a company of men in 
search of him who found him one mile from camp, lying with 
his hands folded across his breast and eyes closed.  He was 
buried at 12 o’clock. 
 The encampment was removed in the afternoon to 
the bluffs a position more favorable for defence [sic].  At 7 
o’clock I was called to take charge of the guard; it was my duty 
to see that the guard did not sleep, but they were not sleepy.  
We were relieved at 12 o’clock.  Thus the events of the 22d 
passed, teaching us a melancholy lesson. 
 
 
  

[May] 23d. 
   To-day we crossed the Loupe-fork which is about one mile 
across, and very dangerous on account of the quicksands, and 
traveled about eleven miles. 
 [May] 24th. 
   Traveled 21 miles and the weather is cold; I put on my new 
mittens for the first time. 
 [May] 25th. 
   We traveled 18 miles, cold and snow. 
 [May] 26th. 
   Traveled 20 miles– 
 [May] 27th. 
   Made 20 miles, encamped on Buffalo creek; 
 [May] 28th. 
   Made 23 miles, we are now in the buffalo range, the ground 
is literally strewn with their bones; we saw several antelope 
and elks. 
 [May] 29th. 
   The cows belonging to the train were left in the rear.  The 
men in pursuit got frightened by the Indians and came into 
camp pell-mell.  In the morning the company sent out after 
them, soon returned with the cows, traveled 16 miles, and 
killed a buffalo, we shall have a rich supper. 
 [May] 30 
   We have Buffalo bull beef served up to the satisfaction of all; 
and a good supply of hand.  If you are coming out here bring 
an extra set of teeth with you; for you will need them in [the] 
buffalo bull beef business. 
 [May] 31st. 
   We made 17 miles, I found my overcoat and mittens very 
comfortable to-day.  The season here is more wet than 
common and this is more favorable to us. 
 [June] 1st. 
   Traveled 4 miles and forded or swam the Carrion creek and 
encamped to prepare for a two hundred mile tour without wood 
or timber.  The Sioux Indians visited us to-day.  The chief and 
three warriors dressed in their best.  They are the best 
appearing Indians that I have seen. 
 [June] 2d. 
   Traveled 18 miles, road very bad on account of rain, 
encamped on the west side of the North Bluff creek.  This 
afternoon we passed the Indian wigwams or lodges where the 
squaws, popposes [sic] and all the small Indians swarmed out 
in order to see us.  Some of them were dressed rich, appeared 
neat and tidy.  They far excel in appearance all the aborigines 
[sic] that I have seen. 
 [June] 3d. 
   Made 23 miles.  Opposite our encampment, at the distance 
of three quarters of a mile, we saw the Indians kill five 
buffaloes.  The party consisted of 70 or 80 mounted Indians, 
they shot them with their bows and arrows.    (Next Page) 
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 [June] 4th.  We made 26 miles, the wind blows a gale, 
from the South-east.  The sand on the south side resembles 
smoke. 
 [June] 5th.   Made 20 miles; 
 [June] 6th.   Made 25 miles and visited an ancient 
bluff ruins.  This place resembles the ruins of fortifications and 
castles. 
 [June] 7th.  Made 25 miles; 
 [June] 8th.   Made 25 miles, weather warm. 
 [June] 9th.  N Made 23 miles, cold and cloudy– 
overcoat and mittens on. 
 [June] 10th.  Made 23 miles; 
 [June] 11th. 
   Made 16 miles, encamped at the ford opposite to Fort 
Laramie.  We have now to cross the celebrated Black Hills, we 
are told by the men at the Fort that there is one thousand 
wagons ahead of us at this point   we all have to come into the 
same road.  We are ahead of three-fourths of all; there is one 
continuous line of teams crossing the other branch of the river.  
It is 311 miles to the South-pass and 210 from South Pass to 
Salt Lake; we shall make about 100 miles per week. 
 [June] 12th. 
   We are now on the west side of Bitter Creek, 25 miles west 
of Fort Laramie.  We are now traveling over the Black Hills as 
they are called; I should call them white hills– they are the 
color of chalk.  The scenery to-day is beautiful and varied. 
If the report of the mail contractor is true there is 10,000 
wagons behind us; you may learn from this that our chance is 
good for getting through to California.  You may allow 100 
miles for every week dating from the 13 [18?]th of June, which 
will show where we are on the receipt of this. 
 Now in conclusion give yourselves no uneasiness on 
my account.  I know what I am about.  Long before you get this 
we shall be down out of sight on the other side of the Rocky 
Mountains.  My health is good.  The Company are all well.  I 
know nothing of O. Raymond and the Sturgises, I suppose that 
they are ahead of us.  You will undoubtedly hear unfavorable 
reports such as cholera, starvation &c.; believe them not.  That 
all can get through is doubtful to me.  The snow commences 
falling in the mountains in the month of September. 
With ordinary luck in ten or twelve weeks we shall be in the 
valley of the Sacramento.  Our teams hold out well– oxen are 
the best.  The mule that was shot has recovered. 

H. Jacobs.  ∞ 

 
 
 

 

2014 Chapter Activities (Continued) 
 

 Chapter 2015 Convention Meeting.June 30 
           Johnson’s Cutoff Mapping…. July 1-2, September  

9-10 and October 15-16. 
  Grizzly Flat Mapping….….June 16–17, July 22–23 and 

September 16–17 
   Georgetown Road Mapping….June 24–25, July 15-16 

and September 30–October 1.  
Carson Trail Cleanup……..….…July 28–29. 

   Volcano Cutoff (?)…...August 28–29 and Sept. 22–23. 
OCTA National Convention…..August 5–9 

            Fernley Swales Cleanup…..Date to be Determined 
               Trails West Fieldtrips…..June 20, 21 & 22 and Sept. 

12, 13 & 14 
BLM Survey……….…June 26, 27, 28 & 29 

 
 Email: CANVOCTA@GMAIL.COM for more information 

              about the above listed activities or check web site at:          
www.canvocta.org 

 

BLM SURVEY AT BLACK ROCK 
June 26 (THURSDAY) thru June 29 (SUNDAY) 

 

 This year we will be coordinating with UNR 
and will combine excavating and metal detection 
near the site of Granite Creek Station.  We envision 
dividing the survey participants into two teams, one 
doing excavation while the other team does metal 
detection.  The next day the teams will trade 
activities.  
 Professor Carolyn White who is advisor to 
Elizabeth Bennett and Laura Sechrist at UNR, and  
with Dr. Kathy Ataman, BLM archaeologist, will be 
coordinating activities.  As you will remember, Liz 
and Laura are the two UNR grad students who 
participated in last year’s BLM Survey at Blank 
Rock Point.   
 I’d like to quote from Don Buck’s e-mail of 
July 11, 2013 which gives a good overview of 
Granite Creek Station.  “Granite Creek Station was 
the site for the first water for Nobles Trail travelers 
coming off the playa from Black Rock Springs and 
Trego Hot Springs.  Later it was a station stop for 
travelers on Humboldt Wagon Road on their way to 
the mines in southwestern Idaho in the mid-
1860s”.   
 The Granite Creek Station site is 5 miles 
northeast of Gerlach, next to the playa and near 
Trails West marker N5.  If you want a short read on 
it, go to the latest Trails West book,  A Guide to the 
Nobles Trail in the Commentaries and Tales 
section, pp. 160-161, on “Bloody Violence at 
Granite Creek Station.” 
    (Continued on Page 7)

mailto:CANVOCTA@GMAIL.COM


6 
 

Chapter Awards 2014 Minden Symposium 

by Norine Kimmy 
 Our  annual Awards presentation took place at the Carson Valley Inn at the Minden Symposium on April 25, 

2014. Awards are presented in recognition of trail preservation and/or service to our CA-NV Chapter. The two categories 

are: Certificates of Achievement, which are given in recognition of specific contributions, and the Lifetime Achievement 

Award, honoring long-term service to our chapter. One additional award, the Senior Trail Boss Award, is selected by our 

president and is presented at the ceremony.  

 The Awards Committee selected six recipients to receive Certificates of Appreciation at the Minden Symposium. 

This year Norine Kimmy was assisted in the presentation by two new Award Committee members: Kathleen Buob and 

Priscilla Van der Pas.  Photographers were Kathleen Buob and Steve Knight. 

 To start off the evening, Norine Kimmy gave Lee Dummel a Certificate of Achievement For Preservation of 

Emigrant History, Service and Participation as a Chapter Member – Especially as Symposium Presenter At Oroville and 

Minden. Lee’s presentation at the Minden Symposium was the Jayhawker Experience.  

 Larry Schmidt was recognized, For Outstanding Service and Participation In Chapter Activities and for Organizing 

The Minden Symposium. After Kathleen Buob presented Larry’s award, Pricilla Van der Pas requested Mark Wilson to 

join her at the podium. Mark’s Certificate of Appreciation indicated he was being honored For Dedicated Service to the 

CA-NV Chapter As a Board Member and Vice President. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 
Lee Dummel with John Winner                             Larry Schmidt            Mark Wilson with John Winner 

 The following three Certificates of Appreciation were given to members of the community in recognition of their 

continued effort to protect the trail and for recognition of the partnership that has developed between us. 

 Certificate of Appreciation presented to The Caltrans Caples Lake Maintenance Crew reads: 

For your cooperation and assistance in relocating a Historic Rock from the edge of highway 

88 to Carson Pass. The relocation of this icon of Gold Rush History not only protects an 

important part of the American Heritage, it also allows the road maintenance crew to 

improve highway shoulder drainage for safer public travel.  
 After the presentation Frank Tortorich, who accepted the award  on the behalf of the Caltrans crew, spoke about 

the project and explained the photos on the poster he presented. The members of the crew listed on the award were: 

Stephen Ziehlke, Supervisor; Rob Bickor; John Carnell; Mark DuFrene; Jody Edmondson; Gabe Gottstein; Jeff Guttormsen; 

and Josh Noble.    The Archaeologists from USFS Plumas National Forest and the Archaeologists from USFS 

Eldorado National Forest  were each presented with Certificates of Appreciation. The awards acknowledged  

Their tireless dedication to the CA-NV Chapter for Trail Preservation.  Since they were not able to be in 

attendance, their awards will be delivered to them.  

 John Winner announced that Lloyd Johnson had been selected for the Senior Trail Boss Award; For Tireless  

Dedication to the CA-NV Chapter  in Trail Location, Mapping, and Preservation. The background of the Trail 

Boss Award for Lloyd is the High Rock Canyon.    

 Norine Kimmy revealed that Fran Taplin was the recipient of the Lifetime Achievement Award.  The plaque 

states:   For Years of Steadfast and Dedicated Service to the CA-NV Chapter. 

Serving in Leadership Positions on Committees, and Fulfilling 

Duties of a Board Member, and a Symposium Co-chair. 

Education, Raffle, and Award Committees: 

      Eureka Symposium                                  (Continued Next Page) 
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 Mark Wilson accepted the engraved plaque on behalf of Fran who was unable to be with us.  Mark will hand 

deliver the plaque to her in Eureka. 

 Now, the Awards Committee will begin the search for next year’s recipients.  As you take part in our chapter 

activities, perhaps you will find someone who deserves an award.  If so, just submit their name to the Awards Committee.  

Thank you.   ∞        
 

 

            
                                                                                                           

  Trail Boss Award presented to 

                        Lloyd Johnson by John Winner                                                                                                    

       

 

 

CARSON TRAIL ON NATIONAL REGISTER 
By Frank Tortorich 

 

 Eldorado National Forest Archaeologist  Katy Parr reports that the nomination for the Carson River 

Route has been sent to the California Office of Historic Preservation.  It is to be placed on the National Register 

of Historic sites.  

 This has been in the works going back to the 1980’s.  The CA-NV chapter has been diligent in keeping 

track and prodding the Forest Service for all these years to get it done.  Over the years there have been three 

major archaeology surveys of a segment from Carson Pass to Sly Park.  This is about 40 to 50 miles with 

numerous class I trail segments.  West Pass is the highest pass traveled by wagons during the peak of the gold 

rush at 9600 feet.  ∞    

 
 BLM Survey    (Continued from Page 5) 

 Because of the scope of this project we may need two-plus days in the field (Friday, Saturday and possibly 
Sunday morning).  The plan is to rendezvous Thursday (Jun 26) at 3:00 P.M. at Black Rock Station (The BLM 
administrative center just north of Gerlach).  We will then caravan to the 3-mile entrance to the Playa and then north to our 
camping site.  A 4WD vehicle is recommended as the condition of the Playa is always an unknown and can change within 
hours. 
 As usual, you’ll need to provide your own water and food.  On Saturday evening we’ll have the traditional potluck, 
featuring Dutch-oven meatloaf by our BLM hosts.  BLM will provide a portable latrine. 
 For planning and organizing purposes, please let coordinator Terry Hardwicke know as soon as possible, the 
following four items:  (1) if you are coming, (2) for which days, (3) if you will travel in the caravan from Black Rock Station 
Thursday afternoon, and (4) if you will bring a metal detector.   
 (Terry Hardwicke’s e-mail is: thardwicke@charter.net).  When we know who will be attending the survey, we’ll 

send out future announcements confirming the schedule and camping area.  ∞                                                                                                        

 

Frank Tortorich speaking about the Caltrans project. 

mailto:thardwicke@charter.net
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Email address for Trail 

Talk submissions, 

Inquiries or Membership     

questions, contact us at: 

CANVOCTA@GMAIL.COM 
Also visit our Chapter web site:            

CANVOCTA.ORG 

                       

TRAIL TALK IS PUBLISHED THREE TIMES A 
YEAR.  NEXT DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES 

AND NOTICES IS: Sept. 30, 2014 
Article guidelines:  Single spaced - no           

spaces between paragraphs.  Submit in 
WORD – check your spelling & grammar. 

CALIFORNIA-NEVADA CHAPTER  
OREGON-CALIFORNIA TRAILS ASSOCIATION 
870 ATLAS CT. 
RENO, NEVADA  89512 
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